
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

August 7, 2017 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, Steve 

King, David Hagen, Paul Fischer, Laura Helle and Council 

Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief 

Brian Krueger, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library Director Julie 

Clinefelter and City Clerk Ann Kasel  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Elizabeth Wefel, KAUS Radio, Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the 

agenda.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, 

approving the Council minutes from July 17, 2017.  Carried. 

 

AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS AND REPORTS 

 

Elizabeth Wefel with the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities provided a recap of the 

Coalition’s efforts in the 2017 legislative session. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

Licenses: 

 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austin Area Chamber of Commerce on October 12, 2017 

 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austin Morning Lions Club on October 27, 2017 

 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Parenting Resource Center, Inc. on September 23, 2017 

 Cigarette transfer:  Karena Tufte dba Hiawatha Bar, 433 10th Street NE 

 Food transfer:  Karena Tufte dba Hiawatha Bar, 433 10th Street NE 

 Premise Amusement Device:  Karena Tufte dba Hiawatha Bar, 433 10th Street NE 



 Temporary Liquor:  VFW Post 1216 at Lafayette Park on August 19, 2017 

 Massage Establishment:  Zenergy Massage/Tenille Jensen, 108 8th Street NW, Ste 102 

Massage Therapist:  Tenille Jensen 

 

Claims: 

a. Credit Card Report. 

b. Pre-list of Bills. 

c. Kenneth Heimer, 1202 8th Avenue NE.  The matter has been forwarded to the 

City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 

d. Carol Holmes, 802 4th Avenue NE.  This matter has been forwarded to the City 

Attorney to protect the City’s interest.   

 

Event Applications: 

 Harvest Fest on September 16, 2017 

 

Carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS:   

 

A public hearing was held to review a tax abatement application from Bigelow & Lennon 

Construction, LLC for a property located at 1300 20th Street NE.  The estimated amount of the 

abatement over the five year period is $6,525. 

 

Council Member Helle noted she is happy to approve the abatement but noted the owner is also 

on the junk clean up list later in the agenda. 

  

There were no public comments.   

   

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution 

approving a tax abatement application for Bigelow & Lennon Construction, LLC for a property 

located at 1300 20th Street NE.  Carried 7-0. 

 

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS: 

 

The City received bids for residential asbestos abatement at 900 8th Avenue NE, 611 1st Avenue NW, 

108 6th Street NW, 1300 9th Avenue SW and 708 8th Avenue SE.  The following bids were received: 

 

 Contractor     Bid 

 Safe Air System $29,200 

 Asbestrol $31,353 

 Mavo Systems $51,815 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace recommended awarding the bid to Safe Air 

System. 

 



Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution awarding the bid for residential asbestos abatement to Safe Air System.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the Council approve a transfer of hard liquor on-sale licenses for 

the Hiawatha Bar. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a transfer of hard liquor on-sale and Sunday on-sale to Karena K. Tufte dba Hiawatha  

Bar.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang presented a report in regard to the vacation of the public 

right-of-way in Fox Pointe Addition for a proposed development.  The vacation commissioners 

met on August 2, 2017 to evaluate the proposed vacation and recommended moving forward 

with the action.  There are no existing utilities located in the right-of-way areas.  Mr. Lang stated 

no Council action needed at this time, the final resolution will be on the August 21st meeting. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a contract with SEH, Inc. for 

the development of plans and specifications for lift station telemetry.  The existing system is 

susceptible to failure and will be upgraded to improve efficiency.   

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution  

approving a contract with S.E.H. for lift station telemetry.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve an amended contract with 

SEH, Inc. for Phase 1 of the North Main Street Flood Contract project.  The original contract 

was in the amount of $140,860 and the additional work would be connected with the 

development of the Rec Center Project.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting a 

resolution approving an amended contract with S.E.H. for consulting services for Phase I of the 

North Main flood control project.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace requested the Council approve an agreement 

for annexation of 290 acres in Austin Township for a potential commercial development. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution  

approving an annexation agreement for the Kehret property.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution  

declaring the property located at 911 12th Avenue NE a hazardous structure.  Carried 7-0. 
 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, granting 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 1007 4th Avenue NW, Korfhage Property.  Carried. 

 



Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 908 11th Avenue SW, Skattebo Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1411 28th Street SW, Bigelow & Lennon Construction LLC Property.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Enright thanked the citizens for attending National Night Out which was 

another successful event. 

 

Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood stated the last day for the pool is August 17th and the 

doggy dip will be held on August 18th.  The cost for the doggy dip is $2 per dog which includes 

two humans.  There will be no evening swim on Wednesday and Thursday of the week due to 

the fair going on. 

 

Mayor Stiehm stated he attended the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities conference. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to August 21, 2017.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    6:00 p.m.   

  

Approved:    August 21, 2017  

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


