MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
December 4, 2017
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Members Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, Laura
Helle, Paul Fischer and Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Members David Hagen and Steve King

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative
Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire
Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief
Brian Krueger, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, Planning
and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library Director Julie
Clinefelter, City Clerk Ann Kasel and Human Resources Director
Trish Wiechmann

OTHERS PRESENT: KAUS Radio, Austin Daily Herald, Public
Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the
agenda. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the
Council minutes from November 20, 2017. Carried.

CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the
consent agenda as follows:

Licenses:
Cab Driver: Anthony Bynum, 107 12 Street NE
Hotel/Motel: First Heartland Surety at 306 South Main Street

Claims:
a. Pre-list of bills
b.  Credit Card Report.

Carried.



PETITIONS AND REQUESTS:

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approval adjustments to the sanitary
sewer user rates. The rates were discussed at the November 20, 2017 work session and the
Council determined a 25% increase for 2018 and 7% increases each year thereafter would be
necessary to fund future improvements required by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency at
the waste water treatment plant. The increases would be paired with bonding to fully fund the
improvements.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin,
adopting a resolution approving sanitary sewer rate adjustments. Carried 5-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a contract with WHKS
for a sanitary sewer inflow and infiltration plan. Mr. Lang stated the City would like to
mitigate clean water from coming to the waste water treatment plant through sump pumps,
seepage collection systems, defective service laterals and roof drains. WHKS would inspect
sanitary sewer collection systems, sump pumps and beaver drains and analyze and make
recommendations to reduce inflow and infiltration. He stated the contract would be for the
Southeast areas of town.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a
resolution approving a contract with WHKS for a sanitary sewer 1&I reduction project.
Carried 5-0.

City Administrator Craig Clark presented the proposed 2018 rates for health insurance. He
stated the City has had to transfer funds in 2016 and 2017 to cover the shortfall in the health
insurance account due to high claims therefore the City needs to make changes to the
accounts to try to eliminate the shortfalls. City staff evaluated the situation and
recommended the elimination of Plan B, increasing premiums for employees and increasing
emergency room co-pays.

Mayor Stiehm stated the City has struggled with increasing health costs for the past few years
but this issue isn’t limited to just cities.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting
a resolution setting plans, qualifications and rates for city health insurance for 2018. Carried 5-0.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution
adopting health insurance plans and required employee contribution for said plans for non-
bargaining unit employees for the calendar year 2018. Carried 5-0.

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested the Council set the 2018 wage rates for
seasonal and part time employees. She stated the minimum wage will increase to $9.65 effective
January 1, 2018.



Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a
resolution setting the positions and wage rates for the 2018 seasonal and part-time positions.
Carried 5-0.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution
establishing license and miscellaneous operational fees for 2018. Carried 5-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve an individual control
mechanism with International Paper. The two year agreement sets forth limitations, conditions
and requirements for the company’s sanitary sewer discharges.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution
approving an ICM agreement with International Paper. Carried 5-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council order feasibility reports on the 2018
street construction projects.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution
ordering preparation of report on street improvements. Carried 5-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a bench rental agreement for
United Stated Bench Corporation. The agreement would be for two years and covers 15 benches
at $36 per bench, per year.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution
approving a bench rental agreement with United States Bench Corporation. Carried 5-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve an amendment to the
Dobbins Creek flood mitigation grant extending the expiration date to December 31, 2018.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting
a resolution approving amendment no. 4 to the Dobbins Creek Flood Mitigation Grant. Carried
5-0.

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace requested the Council approve an annexation
for 2508 4" Drive SW. The property is owned by Don Richardson and would be used as a
residence and therefore would be annexed as a “R-1” single family residential parcel.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution
approving the annexation of 2508 4" Drive SW, Richardson Property. Carried 5-0.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution
declaring the property at 1113 5™ Place SE a hazardous structure. Carried 5-0.

City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the Council approve a transfer for hard liquor on-sale and
Sunday on-sale to ATI Hotel, LLC dba the Holiday Inn of Austin.



Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution
approving a transfer of hard liquor on-sale and Sunday on-sale to ATI Hotel, LLC dba the
Holiday Inn of Austin.

REPORTS

Council Member Enright stated Christmas in the East will take place on Tuesday, December 05,
2017 from 4-7 p.m.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adjourning the
meeting to December 18, 2017. Carried.

Adjourned: 5:49 p.m.
Approved: December 18, 2017
Mayor:

City Recorder:




