
                                                     M I N U T E S 

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE WORK SESSION 

March 20, 2017 

City Hall Conference Room 

 
PRESENT:    Mayor Thomas Stiehm, Council Members Laura Helle, Paul Fischer, 

Steve King, Judy Enright and Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

ABSENT:  Council Members Jeff Austin and David Hagen 

 

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative Services Tom 

Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Street Superintendent Joe 

Sunderman and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

  

ALSO PRESENT:  Bill Nicol, Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm opened the meeting at 6:25 p.m.   

 

Item No. 1 – LL Parks Sanitary Sewer Bills  

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated LL Parks is a hog wash operation that recently has 

been discharging more than the allowed amount into the sanitary sewer system.  There has been 

an accumulation of fine bedding material that has resulted in the cleaning of the lift station more 

frequently and resulting in $6,450 in additional costs to the City. 

 

The City met with the owner of the hog wash and made recommendations including different 

bedding, a finer screen and changes in operation to decrease inflow in the system.  The owner 

requested a grace period to get the issues figured out and waiving fines in that period. 

 

Mr. Nicol noted that they did not change the wood chip type it most likely was changed without 

his knowledge by their supplier.  He stated he has ordered new wood chips and is working to 

retrain employees as to proper procedures.  He stated he wasn’t notified of the issue until 

December 2016 and some of the charges go back to September of 2016.  He added that the 

company washed 25-30 trucks a day.  He requested a reduction of the charges to $5,000 and a 

grace period while the new chips and processes are being implemented.    

 

Mr. Lang stated three months should be a sufficient time to resolve the issues.  

 

Council Member Helle asked if Mr. Lang was certain the discharge is coming from this business.   

 

Mr. Lang affirmed he was sure of that. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, to reduce 

LL Parks’ charges to $5,000 and provide a three month grace period (beginning on March 20, 

2017) of sewer cleaning charges while the new processes are implemented by the company. 

Carried. 



 

The item will be placed on the April 3, 2017 Council meeting. 

 

Item No. 2 – Riverside Arena Equipment Project Update  

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang provided an update for the upgrades at Riverside Arena.  He 

stated the majority of the construction was completed in the summer of 2015 at a cost of 

$1,800,000.  Since the construction there have been some operational issues with the 

dehumidification system and the fluid cooler.  There was additional mixing valves installed at a 

cost of $11,550 that seemed to remedy the dehumidification issue but there are still issues with 

the fluid cooler which are being monitored and may require additional equipment.  

 

Mr. Lang reviewed the utility bills for Riverside arena.  The utility savings have been difficult to 

compare due to additional ice time during the summer months. 

 

For Council information only, no Council action needed at this time. 

 

Item No. 3 – Administrative Report 

 

None.   

 

Item No. 4 - Open Discussion 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated she is involved with the Austin Positive Action 

Coalition which recently received a $5 million grant to reduce underage drinking in Austin.  The  

group would like to start a Positively Austin award which would be presented to an individual 

that has made a difference in Austin. They would like to present the award at the Council 

meeting and provide the recipient with a key to the City.  The Council was in support of 

presenting the Positively Austin award at a Council meeting.    

 

Council Member Enright stated the HRA is moving forward with the acquisition of properties on 

8
th

 Avenue NE.  They have identified a property to purchase for $25,000.  The HRA has 

$150,000 budgeted for 2017 for this purpose and would like the City to add in its $150,000 

budgeted dollars.  The two entities had applied for a matching Hormel Foundation grant but did 

not receive it for 2017.  The City intends on applying for the grant again.    

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert stated the City has the funds set aside even 

though the grant was not received and it is up to Council to decide if they want to continue with 

the project.  

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Helle to move forward with the 

HRA to purchase properties in the 8
th

 Avenue NE area with $150,000 of 2017 budgeted funds.  

Carried. 

 

Mayor Stiehm stated he would like Jon Erichson to present at work session on housing. 

 



Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adjourning the meeting 

at 7:31 p.m. 

 

  

 

______________________ 

Ann M. Kasel 

City Clerk 

 


