
 

M I N U T E S 

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE WORK SESSION 

April 3, 2017 

City Hall Conference Room 

 
PRESENT:    Mayor Thomas Stiehm, Council Members Paul Fischer, Jeff Austin, Steve 

King, Judy Enright and Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

ABSENT:  Council Members David Hagen and Laura Helle 

 

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative Services Tom 

Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Planning and Zoning 

Administrator Holly Wallace, and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

  

ALSO PRESENT:  Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm opened the meeting at 5:57 p.m.   

 

Item No. 1 – Fogarty Airport Hangar  

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested Council authorization to demolish a hangar at the 

airport.  The ground the hangar sits on is leased to Mr. Fogarty and he has not paid for 2015 and 

2016.  The hangar also sustained structural damage in the last wind storm.  Mr. Lang requested 

authorization for the street department to demolish the hangar if no contact with the owner can 

be made.  The hangar has also been posted by the building department for limited entry due to 

the hazardous condition.  He noted some of the hangars at the airport are in very poor condition 

and there are additional hangars identified for construction in the five year CIP. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing the 

demolition of the Fogarty airport hangar with funds coming from the Airport construction fund.  

Carried.   

 

The item will be placed on the April 17, 2017 Council meeting. 

 

Item No. 2 – 9th Place SW LED Lighting and Overlay  

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated 9th Place SW is scheduled for LED lighting upgrades 

as part of the 2017 CIP and he would like to include a mill and overlay project due to pavement 

stripping.  The projects would cost approximately $150,000 and would be eligible for State Aid 

reimbursement.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing LED 

lighting and an overlay on 9th Place SW.  Carried. 

 

The item will be placed on the April 17, 2017 Council meeting. 



Item No. 3 – Overview of County Solid Waste Ordinance 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated Mower County is reviewing a Solid 

Waste Management Ordinance and will hold a public hearing on April 17, 2017.  The ordinance 

will replace existing regulations to be consistent with State law to promote the health, safety and 

welfare of the public. 

 

There is a request for an additional landfill expansion in Lansing Township which the County is 

reviewing.  There was a moratorium placed on the issue in 2015 and did a study on the landfills.  

The new landfill may be able to accept household waste in addition to the construction and 

demolition waste already accepted.   

 

For Council information only, no action needed at this time. 

 

Item No. 4 – Housing Study Update 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested Council authorization to update the City’s 2013 

housing study.    He requested contingency funds to pay half of the $14,000 study with the HRA 

or for one-third of the study if Vision 2020 chooses to pay for a third of it.  The housing study is 

used as a marketing tool to developers looking to building in the City. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing 

2017 contingency funds to pay for the City’s portion to update the 2013 housing study.  Carried. 

 

The item will be placed on the April 17, 2017 Council meeting. 

 

Item No. 5 – Sunday Liquor Sales 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel stated the legislature recently passed a law allowing off-sale intoxicating 

liquor sales on Sunday from the hours of 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.  The City will need to modify current 

ordinance since we specifically ban liquor sales on Sunday. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, to modify the off-sale 

ordinance to allow liquor sales on Sunday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.  Carried. 

 

The item will be placed on the April 17, 2017 Council meeting. 

 

Item No. 6 – Administrative Report 

 

None. 

 

Item No. 7 - Open Discussion 

 

Council Member Austin stated he has noticed LED lighting being installed around town and it 

appears much brighter.  

 



Public Works Director Steven Lang stated it gives off a whiter, clearer light. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated there is a SEMLM meeting on April 20th at the Hubble 

House in Mantorville.  

 

Council Member King stated he has received complaints about the deer being a problem in the 

City due to them eating expensive landscaping.  He would like the City to look into an urban 

hunt.    

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated the architects have been hired for the Paramount 

Theater expansion project.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adjourning the 

meeting at 6:25 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

 

______________________ 

Ann M. Kasel 

City Clerk 

 


