
M I N U T E S 

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE WORK SESSION 

May 15, 2017 

City Council Chambers 

 
PRESENT:    Mayor Thomas Stiehm, Council Members Laura Helle, Paul Fischer, Jeff 

Austin, Steve King, Judy Enright, David Hagen and Council Member-at-

Large Janet Anderson 

 

ABSENT:   
 

 

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative Services Tom 

Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Parks and Recreation 

Director Kim Underwood, Interim Library Director Sara Steinhoff, 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, City Clerk Ann Kasel 

and Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann. 

  

ALSO PRESENT:  Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm opened the meeting at 6:32 p.m.   

 

Item No. 1 – St. Michael’s Addition Update 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang provided Council an additional update for septic issues in St. 

Michael’s Addition which is located north of the Cook Farm in Lansing Township.  The area 

contains 25 parcels with five of them being an imminent threat to public health.  The Township 

voted to not move forward with a community treatment system or to pursue annexation into the 

City of Austin due to lack of participation from homeowners.  The County will now move 10 of 

the 25 parcels into enforcement for being an imminent public health threat or as a failure to 

protect groundwater.  Mr. Lang recommended that the City not pursue annexation of the area. 

 

Council Member Austin asked what options do the property owners have.  

 

Mr. Lang stated property owners can correct the non-compliance with their own individual septic 

system, if there lot was too small then they could install a holding tank or they could come 

together as a group and petition the City for annexation.  

 

For information only, no Council action needed at this time. 

 

Item No. 2 – Contingency Fund Request for Parking Lot 

 

Park and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated the Todd Park south parking lot is in need 

of repairs due to frost boils.  She stated she has $28,000 in the 2017 budget to cover the almost 

$33,000 bid.  The Park Board approved the work on the parking lot being completed subject to 

$5,000 in contingency funds being obtained from the City Council. 



 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, to grant $5,000 in 

2017 contingency funds toward resurfacing the Todd Park south parking lot.  Carried. 

 

The item will be placed on the June 5, 2017 Council meeting. 

 

Item No. 3 – Non-Union Employee Compensation Discussion 

 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann provided wage comparison information and 

comparable job descriptions for the non-union positions of city administrator, director of 

administrative services, human resources director, city clerk, MIS director and administrative 

assistant positions. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the descriptions of each job are very specific and the 

consultant may be able to interpret the job descriptions better. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the new building official the City had hired declined the 

job a week before his start date and took a job with the City of Northfield.  Director of Public 

Works Steven Lang requested the City make a wage adjustment to the building official position 

to make Austin competitive with surrounding communities.  Mr. Lang noted this is a critical 

position to the City during construction season.  The requested wage would be $36.54 per hour 

which was an increase from $33.97.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, for a wage increase to 

$36.54 for the building official position.  Carried. 

 

The item will be placed on the June 5, 2017 Council Meeting.   

 

Mayor Stiehm suggested the Council review one or two non-union positions per month since it is 

a lot of information to review. 

 

Council Member Helle stated she would like to review the MIS Director, City Clerk and Human 

Resources Director first.  

 

The Council directed that the MIS Director and City Clerk positions be reviewed at the next 

Council work session. 

 

 Item No. 4 – Administrative Report 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark noted he attended a housing meeting in Rochester.  

 

Item No. 5 - Open Discussion 

 

Mayor Stiehm stated he recently met with the Austin Land Lord Association regarding a rental 

ordinance for the City.  

 



Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, to adjourn the work 

session at 7:06 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

______________________ 

Ann M. Kasel 

City Clerk 

 


