
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

February 5, 2018 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, Steve 

King, Laura Helle, Paul Fischer and Council Member-at-Large 

Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member David Hagen 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief 

Brian Krueger, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace and City Clerk Ann 

Kasel  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: KAAL TV, KAUS Radio, Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the agenda. 

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the Council 

minutes from January 16, 2018.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 

  

 Licenses: 

  Exempt Gambling:  Austin Junior All Star Baseball on June 24, 2018 

  Exempt Gambling:  United Catholic Schools Foundation on April 21, 2018 

  Food:  Austin Dairy Queen, 1200 W. Oakland Avenue 

  Master Plumber:  Kasper Plumbing, Inc. 1735 Wood Duck Ln NE, Owatonna 

  Taxicab Driver:  John Harte, 409 9th Avenue SE 

  Taxicab Driver: Gergrey Bailey, 634 1st St SE, Blooming Prairie 

    

 Claims: 

a. Financial Report. 

b. Pre-list of bills. 

 



Carried.  

 

BID OPENING: 

 

The City received the following bids for the lift station telemetry project: 

 

 Contractor   Bid Amount   Unit Price 

 Automatic Systems Co. $157,600   $13,400 

 Quality Flow Systems, Inc. $164,000   $  8,000 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the new lift station telemetry would provide 

communication between the 21 sanitary sewer lift stations and the waste water treatment plant.  

Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to Automatic Systems Co. 

 

As part of the lift station telemetry project, programming will need to take place at the WWTP.  

Mr. Lang stated Automatic Systems Co. submitted a proposal in the amount of $125 per hour, 

not to exceed $31,593, for the programming.  

 

Mr. Lang also stated there will need to be on-site inspections for the construction phase of the 

project.  SEH has submitted a proposal for the inspection services at a cost not to exceed 

$16,000. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution awarding bid for lift station telemetry to Automatic Systems Co.  Carried 6-0.  

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a 

resolution approving a contract for Waste Water Treatment Plant SCADA programming with 

Automatic Systems Co. Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a contract for construction phase services with SEH, Inc.  Carried 6-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve an audit 

engagement letter from CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP to perform the 2017 financial statement audit 

for the City.  The quote for the service is $45,375, which is a 1.74% increase over the prior year.  

The audit is required on an annual basis by State law. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a 

resolution accepting an audit engagement letter from CliftonLarsonAllen.  Carried. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council amend the investment 

interest policy for the allocation into the Building Fund.  The City’s policy is for the first $450,000 

of interest to go into the Building Fund but with lower interest rates producing less interest income, 



the City has reduced that amount to $300,000 in recent years.  Mr. Dankert requested the Council 

extend the policy for another year until the end of 2018. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

amending the investment interest policy for the allocation into the Building Fund.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve a modified note 

and subordination agreement with G & R Truck Wash.  G & R Truck Wash is trying to refinance 

the property with Bank Midwest and take out a new loan in the amount of $1,200,000 and is 

requesting the City subordinate its assessment to the new mortgage.  In consideration, for the 

subordination G & R Truck Wash would pay all strong waste charges up to date, pay an 

additional assessment in the original amount of $4,500 plus any interest, and make a $60,000 

payment on the assessment balance.  A new note for the assessment balance would be executed 

in the amount of $58,147.20 and extending the maturity date to January 1, 2021. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving a modified promissory note and subordination agreement with G&R Truck Wash.  

Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution 

accepting donations to the City.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City is working with the MnDNR for Phase 1 of the 

North Main Flood Control project.  The DNR recently notified the City that funds are available for 

50% of the proposed project cost or $1,125,000.  He requested the Council approve the use of 

Local Option Sales Tax Funds in the amount of $1,125,000 for the project and authorize the grant 

application with the MnDNR.   

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a 

resolution authorizing a grant application with the MnDNR for the North Main Street Flood 

Control Project, Phase 1.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, appointing Jennifer 

Braaten to the Human Rights Commission, term expiring 12/31/19.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated the Council passed resolution for the 

annexation of a parcel in Austin Township but the legal description had an error in it.  Therefore, 

she requested the Council rescind the original resolution and pass a new resolution with the 

corrected legal description in it. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

rescinding resolution 15551.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

annexing a property in Austin Township.  Carried 6-0. 

 



Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 503 8th Avenue SE, Wakefield Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1104 13th Avenue NE, Olson Property.  Carried.  

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1301 6th Avenue NE, Eng Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 301 Main Street South, Shel Property.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Enright stated the Paint the Town Pink Plunge went well and her team raised 

$28,000 for cancer research. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson added there are many events around the County. 

 

Council Member Helle stated there is a songwriting workshop at the Austin Public Library at 

6:00. 

 

Park and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated the Paint the Rink Pink hockey game will 

be held on Saturday, February 10th. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to February 20, 2018.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    5:46 p.m.    

  

Approved:    February 20, 2018  

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


