
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

April 2, 2018 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Jeff Austin, Steve King, Judy 

Enright, Laura Helle, Paul Fischer and Council Member-at-Large 

Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Members David Hagen 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City 

Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief Brian Krueger, Park and 

Rec Director Kim Underwood, Planning and Zoning Administrator 

Holly Wallace, Library Director Julie Clinefelter and City Clerk 

Ann Kasel  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Terry Nelson, Lyle-Pacelli Girls Basketball team, KAUS Radio, 

Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Addition to Agenda: 

 

(res) 15.  Approving a grant agreement with the MnDNR for the North Main Street Flood 

Control project, Phase 1. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, 

approving the Council minutes from March 19, 2018.  Carried. 

 

AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS AND REPORTS 

 

The Lyle-Pacelli Girls Basketball team was recognized for winning the State championship.  

Coach Terry Nelson thanked the City and citizens for all the support. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

  

 



Licenses: 

 Excavation:  Jordan Drilling Solutions, LLC, Eagan  

 Outside Sales:  Bobee Jo’s on June 23, July 21 and September 1, 2018    

 Temporary Food:  Accentra Credit Union on June 28 & 29 and August 23 & 24, 2018 

    

Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills. 

b. Credit Card Report. 

 

Carried.  

 

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS: 

 

The City received the following bids for asphalt street reconstruction on 14th Avenue and 15th 

Avenue SW: 

 

 Contractor     Bid Amount    

 Hansen Hauling & Excavating, Inc.  $567,762.50 

 Ulland Brothers, Inc.    $585,376.61 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated work will consist of pavement removal, sanitary 

sewer and storm improvements, asphalt paving and sidewalk replacement.  He recommended 

awarding the bid to Hansen Hauling & Excavating, Inc.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution 

approving a contract with Hansen Hauling & Excavating, Inc. for asphalt street reconstruction on 

14th Avenue and 15th Avenue SW.  Carried 6-0. 

 

The City received the following bids for asphalt street reconstruction on 5th Street, 7th Street, 8th 

Drive and 15th Avenue SE: 

 

 Contractor     Bid Amount    

 Hansen Hauling & Excavating, Inc.  $569,343.75 

 Ulland Brothers, Inc.    $619,152.50 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated work will consist of pavement removal, sanitary 

sewer and storm improvements, asphalt paving and sidewalk replacement.  He recommended 

awarding the bid to Hansen Hauling & Excavating, Inc.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

approving a contract with Hansen Hauling & Excavating, Inc. for asphalt street reconstruction on 

5th Street, 7th Street, 8th Drive and 15th Avenue SE.  Carried 6-0. 

   

The City received the following bids for bituminous materials: 

 



 Contractor   Base Bid   Mileage  Total  

  

 Ulland Brothers, Inc.  $211,500  $35,820  $247,320 

 Rochester Sand & Gravel $226,125  $50,400  $276,525 

 

He recommended awarding the bid to Ulland Brothers, Inc. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution approving a contract with Ulland Brothers, Inc. for bituminous materials.  Carried 6-

0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang reviewed the sump pump ordinance.  He stated it was 

reviewed in detail at the previous work session.  The key point of the ordinance is to eliminate 

clean water from entering into the sanitary sewer system and therefore the water would not need 

to be treated.  The ordinance would be modified so homeowners would be required to have sump 

pumps with rigid discharge pipes, no empty sump pump pits, homeowners would have their 

sump pumps inspected and fines for non-compliance or non-inspection. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting for 

preparation of the sump pump ordinance.  Carried 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, for adoption of the 

sump pump ordinance.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, for summary 

publication of the sump pump ordinance.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City has requested a proposal for construction 

inspection and administration services for the North Main Flood Control Project which would 

involve day to day on-site project inspection; project management; and as-built measurements. 

SEH, Inc. has provided a proposal in the amount of $118,320 for construction inspection services 

and $68,800 for construction administration services.  Mr. Lang stated the Engineering 

Department recommends extending the contracts to SEH, Inc.  Mr. Lang stated the project would 

begin in early May to mid-August. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a contract for construction inspection and administration services for the North Main  

Flood Control Project, Phase 1.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, setting the annual 

stormwater public meeting for Tuesday, April 17th at 5:30 p.m.  Carried. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve the purchase of 

fire extinguisher training equipment from the capital outlay budget in the General Fund.  Mr. 



Dankert stated the Fire Department originally applied for a grant to replace this equipment but 

the grant did not come through.  The Police Department did receive a grant for a piece of their 

training equipment so the Fire Department would be using those funds.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

authorizing the purchase of fire extinguisher training equipment from capital outlay of the 

General Fund.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, authorizing the 

donation of a handcrafted hose storage rack to the Leroy Fire Department.  Carried. 

  

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated the property at 1700 5th Avenue NW 

was originally inspected on June 8, 2017 and was found to have building and zoning 

deficiencies.  A letter was sent to the property owner to make corrections.  The Fire Department 

recently entered the property and none of the items were repaired that were required by the City.  

Ms. Wallace requested the Council declare the property a hazardous structure. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution 

declaring the property located at 1700 5th Avenue NW a hazardous structure.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a grant agreement with the 

MnDNR for Phase 1 of the North Main Street Flood Control Project up to $1,125,000.  The grant 

would cover 50% of eligible construction costs and the other portion would be funded with Local 

Option Sales Tax funds.  The project is estimated to cost $1,900,000. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting 

a resolution approving a grant agreement with the MnDNR for the North Main Street Flood 

Control project, Phase 1.  Carried 6-0. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Marv Repinski, spoke in support of the rental housing inspection ordinance and stated he would 

like the publicly owned property be given an exemption. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated the APAC group will be presenting a speaker on 

April 26th to an effort to reduce underage drinking.  There is no charge for the event. 

 

Council Member Helle stated she is participating on the City’s team for Rotary Trivia night. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated there will be a strategic planning session for Welcoming 

America on April 17th at the Hormel Historic Home. 



 

Library Director Julie Clinefelter stated there will be a community family literacy event on 

Saturday at the Library from 10-2.  The edible book festival will also begin in the coming week 

and the Austin Page Turners event will be held on April 12th.   

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated there will be a snow event tomorrow and the City will 

likely plow down the centers of road to preserve roadways. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adjourning the meeting 

to March 5, 2018.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    6:00 p.m.   

  

Approved:    April 16, 2018   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


