
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

May 21, 2018 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, Laura 

Helle, Paul Fischer, Steve King and David Hagen  

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief 

Brian Krueger, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library Director Julie 

Clinefelter, Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann and City 

Clerk Ann Kasel  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Jason Baskin, Oballa Oballa, Jennifer Lawhead, Keith Cich, Cori 

McRae, Todd Johnson, Roger Staupe, Kyle Keenan, Brandon and 

Nikki Harrison, KAUS Radio, Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

The following additions were made to the meeting: 

 

 4.  Consent Agenda: 

  Concrete:  Hodgman Concrete & Masonry, LLC, Owatonna 

  Food Wagon:  Mimi’s Cones, 1208 10th Avenue SW 

  Taxicab Driver:  Josiah Phan, 105 13th Street NE 

 

(mot) 14.  Authorizing a letter of support for a grant application for the Ramsey Mill dam. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the agenda 

as amended.   Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the 

Council minutes from May 7, 2018.  Carried. 

 

AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS AND REPORTS 

 

Jennifer Lawhead with Austin Aspires, presented the first annual Bright Spots Award. The award 

is for adults that have made a positive impact in student’s lives.  Students from the area honored 

the following individuals: 

 Keith Cich – Riverland Community College 



Cori McRae – Austin Public Schools 

Todd Johnson – Austin Public Schools 

Roger Staupe – Pacelli Schools 

Kyle Keenan - Coffee House on Main 

Brandon and Nikki Harrison - Cornerstone Church 

 

Mayor Stiehm read a Poppy Day Proclamation declaring May 25-27, 2018 as Buddy Poppy 

Days.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

  

Licenses: 

 Master Plumber:  Silver Tree Plumbing & Heating, Mendota Heights 

 Temporary On-Sale Liquor:  Pacelli Catholic Schools on June 15, 2018 

 Tree Service:  Strom Tree Service, Little Falls 

 Concrete:  Hodgman Concrete & Masonry, LLC, Owatonna 

 Food Wagon:  Mimi’s Cones, 1208 10th Avenue SW 

 Taxicab Driver:  Josiah Phan, 105 13th Street NE 

 

Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Investment Report. 

 

Event Applications:  

 YMCA Hog Jog on June 30, 2018  

 Chamber of Commerce Freedom Fest June 29-July 4, 2018 

 

Carried.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve a five-year tax abatement 

application for Mark Harber and Mallory Macal for a home proposed to be built at 1508 18th 

Avenue SW.  The proposed amount of the abatement is $10,285 over the five-year period. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

approving a five year tax abatement for Mark Harber and Mallory Macal.  Carried 6-0. 

 

REPORTS: 

 

Jason Baskin with the Human Rights Commission presented the welcoming strategic plan for the 

City of Austin.  He stated their plan is to empower multicultural leadership and to increase 

connections between communities.  Within five years, their goal is for all groups to feel 



connected to other groups.  They would like to create an honorary city council member, an 

explore your community event and proactively recruit for local boards and commissions. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 
 
Public Works Director Steven Lang presented roadway improvement options for 4th Avenue NE.  

A traffic study was recently completed which recommended to maintain the current stop sign on 

4th Street with no additional stop sign at the 4th Avenue intersection.  He recommended the 

installation of pedestrian bump outs at the 4th Avenue and 4th Street intersection at a cost of 

$50,000.  There would also be “no parking” signage installed along the rec center frontage. 
 
Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, approving the 

installation of pedestrian bump outs at 4th Street and 4th Avenue NE with “no parking” signage 

installed along the rec center frontage.   Carried. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark presented the 2018 Council goals and requested the Council 

adopt them for implementation in 2018. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting 2018 Council 

goals.  Carried. 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel presented an ordinance on movable places of business. The proposed 

ordinance would allow movable places of business at approved locations in the City.  The 

businesses would not be able to travel from point to point around the City in the right of 

way or on public property unless specifically authorized to do so by Council action.  They 

can operate on private property at any time with the consent of the property owner.  The 

Council could designate areas where the mobile places of business can operation on public 

property. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, for preparation of the 

movable places of business ordinance.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, for adoption and 

publication of the movable places of business ordinance.  Carried 6-0 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a contract with Braun Intertec 

for construction testing on the North Main Street Flood project in the amount of $6,555.   

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution 

approving a contract for North Main Flood Control construction testing with Braun Intertec.  

Carried 6-0. 

 

Chamber of Commerce Director Sandy Forstner requested the Council reconvene the housing 

task force to promote housing in the community. 



 

Mayor Stiehm stated the housing task force could be reconvened and he would contact Sandy 

with information. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 204 12th Street SE, Hemann Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 604 11th Avenue SW, Garcia Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Fischer, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1008 Oakland Avenue West, Drees Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 401 3rd Avenue SE, Gigstead Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1207 2nd Avenue NW, Hernandez Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1904 22nd Drive SW, Mitchell Property.  Carried.  

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1017 10th Avenue SW, Ernst Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1009 1st Avenue NW, Tun Property.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council authorize a letter of support for a 

grant application for improvements on the Ramsey Mill dam.  Hormel Foods is working with the 

Cedar River Watershed District for improvements on the structure prior to it being transferred to 

the City of Austin.  A grant application is being written and a letter of support is being requested 

from the City.  He stated the City is benefitted by the dam because it assists with flood control 

efforts. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing a letter of 

support for a grant application for the Ramsey Mill dam.  Carried. 

 



REPORTS 

 

Council Member Helle stated a “4th Avenue Festival” is being planned for Wednesday, June 13th.  

The event will be free and open to the public with music and swimming. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the legislature recently adjourned.   

 

Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood stated the hanging baskets for the downtown area will be 

delivered on Tuesday.    

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel stated filing for public office will take place from May 22 to June 5th at the 

City Clerk’s office.  There are positions open for first, second and third ward along with a 

council member-at-large.  Two positions on the Austin Utilities board are also open for filing.   

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City County electronics recycling event was once 

again a success. They filled seven semi-loads of electronics. He thanked all the volunteers for 

their hard work. 

 

Mayor Stiehm thanked the Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Committee and all the volunteers for the 

Traveling Vietnam Wall event.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to June 4, 2018.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    6:17 p.m.   

  

Approved:    June 4, 2018   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


