
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

June 18, 2018 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Jeff Austin, Judy Enright, Laura 

Helle, Paul Fischer, Steve King and David Hagen  

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief 

Brian Krueger, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library Director Julie 

Clinefelter, City Clerk Ann Kasel, Firefighter Jim Halsey and 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Richard Lemons, Jason Baskin, Tracy Ann Farrell, KAUS Radio, 

Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Additions to the Agenda: 

 

3.   Austin Fire Department – MDA Fill the Boot Campaign on August 15-17, 2018 

 

14.   Receiving bids for the East Side Lake Dam Plaza. 

(res)  a.  Awarding Bid. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda 

as amended.   Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the Council 

minutes from June 4, 2018.  Carried. 

 

AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS AND REPORTS 

 

Jim Halsey with the Austin Fire Department requested Council permission for the MDA Fill the 

Boot Campaign on August 15 – 17, 2018.  He stated that in 2017 they raised just under $18,000 

for the organization.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the Austin 

Fire Department’s MDA Fill the Boot Drive on August 15 – 17, 2018.  Carried. 

 



Jason Baskin recognized Richard Lemons for his work on the human rights commission.  Mayor 

Stiehm provided Mr. Lemons a key to the City. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

  

 Licenses: 

  Master Plumber:  Bauer Plumbing & Heating, Faribault 

  Temporary 3.2 Beer:  Austin Area Chamber of Commerce on July 17, 2018 

  Temporary 3.2 Beer:  Marcusen Park Baseball Association on Jun 21-24, 2018 

  Temporary On-Sale:  Austin Area Commission for the Arts on June 30, 2018 

  Temporary Liquor:  Austin Jaycees, June 29, July 3 & 4, 2018 

 

 Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Investment Report. 

c. Ben Severson, 33411 630th Avenue, Sargeant.  The matter has been 

forwarded to the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 

 

           Event Applications:   

 Mower County Fair Requests August 7-12, 2018 

 

Carried 5-0 with Council Member Helle abstaining. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, declining an offer from 

Landmark Dividend for the purchase of a cell tower lease.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a 

resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 6-0. 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the Council appoint the 2018 election judges and designate 

polling places for the primary and general elections. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

designating election judges and polling places for the 2018 primary and general elections.  

Carried 6-0. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood requested the Council approve a lease with the 

Department of Public Safety for a motorcycle testing site in Todd Park. 

 



Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving an extension of lease with the Department of Public Safety for a portion of Todd Park.  

Carried 6-0. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated the City has received a variance 

request from Jared Hateli for an 800 square foot lot variance.  Mr. Hateli would like to build an 

additional detached garage on his property.  His lot percentage coverage would be 16% after the 

build which is much less than the allowed lot coverage of 40%. The Planning Commission 

reviewed the matter at their June 12, 2018 meeting and recommended denying by a 6-0 vote. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, denying an 800 square 

foot variance for lot size requested by Jared Hateli.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, approving the 

transfer of a hard liquor on-sale and Sunday hard liquor on-sale to Salvador Victoria dba Bella 

Victoria Italian Cuisine.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution 

ordering the securing of the property at 700 10th Street NE.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

declaring the property at 409 12th Street NE a hazardous structure.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1001 4th Avenue NE, Raygor Homes.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 500 11th Street NE, Lee Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 506 11th Street NE, JS2 Properties Property.  Carried.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1904 22nd Drive SW, Mitchell Property. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City received the following bids for the East Side 

Lake Dam plaza: 

 

 Cummings Concrete   $  9,701.00 

 Legends Concrete, Inc.   $34,425.00 

 Doyle Conner Co.   $36,456.25 

 Engineer’s Estimate    $21,150.00 



 

Mr. Lang stated the Hormel Foundation is providing a $15,000 grant toward the project and the 

City is matching the donation with $10,000 in funding and $5,000 of services.  A picnic shelter 

and historical signage will be installed at a later date.  Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid 

to Cummings Concrete. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Fischer, awarding a bid for 

the East Side Lake Dam Plaza to Cummings Concrete.  Carried 6-0. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Tracy Ann Farrell, stated she had concerns about crime in the City of Austin.  

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Helle thanked the public and volunteers for participation in 4th Avenue Fest. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace also thanked all the volunteers for help with 

the event.  

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated a swim meet was recently held at the 

municipal pool with 325 swimmers attending.  

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City is working through sump pump inspections in 

the SE quadrant at a rate of about 100 inspections per week.  There are 29 homes that have not 

scheduled inspections that will receive a surcharge on their utility bills.  Of the 500 inspected, 

there have been 36 with direct connections to the sanitary sewer.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adjourning the 

meeting to July 2, 2018.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    6:00 p.m.   

  

Approved:    July 2, 2018   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


