
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

August 6, 2018 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Jeff Austin, Steve King, Laura 

Helle, Paul Fischer, David Hagen and Judy Enright and Council 

Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief 

Brian Krueger, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library Director Julie 

Clinefelter and City Clerk Ann Kasel  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Jason Baskin, Robert Silbaugh, Cindy Horn, KAUS Radio, Austin 

Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Addition to the Agenda: 

 

 Licenses: 

  Temporary 3.2 Beer:  Austin Jaycees at Packer Arena on August 18, 2018 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda 

as amended.   Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

approving the Council minutes from July 16, 2018.  Carried. 

 

AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS AND REPORTS 

 

Mayor Stiehm read a proclamation declaring August 21 and August 22, 2018 American Legion 

Legacy Run Days.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 



  Concrete:  JC Masonry, LLC, 85103 Prairiewood Dr., Hollandale  

  Exempt Gambling:  Austin Area Chamber of Commerce on October 11, 2018 

  Food:  Vellarts, 104 11th Avenue NW 

  Master Plumber:  Pickar-Oulman Plumbing, Heating & Electric, Inc., Riceville  

  Temporary Liquor:  Olaf B. Damm VFW Post 1216 on August 18, 2018 

  Temporary 3.2 Beer:  Austin Jaycees at Packer Arena on August 18, 2018 

 

 Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Financial and Credit Card Report. 

c. Barbara Kasel, 3360 11th Avenue NW.  The matter has been forwarded 

to the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 

d. Kathleen Foster, 1604 22nd Avenue SW.  The matter has been 

forwarded to the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 

 

             Event Applications:   

 River Rats Car Show at the VFW on August 18, 2018 

 Harvest Fest at the Municipal Pool on September 15, 2018 

 

Carried.  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 

A public hearing was held for a tax abatement request from New Horizon Homes & William 

Stratton.  They plan to build a home at 1503 18th Avenue SW and are requesting a five-year tax 

abatement in the approximate amount of $7,475.   

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving a tax 

abatement application for New Horizon Homes & William Stratton.  Carried 7-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for a tax abatement request from Bigelow & Lennon Construction, LLC.  

They plan to build a home at 2013 12th Avenue NE and are requesting a five-year tax abatement in 

the approximate amount of $7,470.  

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving a tax 

abatement application for Bigelow & Lennon Construction, LLC.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Police Chief Brian Krueger requested the Council approve a grant with the State of Minnesota 

for the Toward Zero Deaths campaign.  The grant allows the police department to work extra 

hours for extra traffic enforcement.   



 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution authorizing the Toward Zero Deaths grant for 2018-2019.  Carried 7-0. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve a conditional donation agreement 

with Austin Community Growth Ventures for the Community Recreation Center.  The 

agreement outlines that the City will accept the donation of the rec center if the specified 

conditions are met. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

approving a conditional donation agreement with Austin Community Growth Ventures.  Carried 

7-0. 

 

Mr. Clark also requested that the site access agreement with Austin Community Growth 

Ventures by approved so the building can be constructed by ACGV. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting 

a resolution approving a site access agreement with Austin Community Growth Ventures.  

Carried 7-0. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve the appointment of Mayor Tom 

Stiehm as a non-voting member of the YMCA board.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

appointing Tom Stiehm as a non-voting member of the YMCA Board.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

declaring the property at 2014 5th Avenue SE a hazardous structure.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

declaring the property at 1017 10th Avenue SW a hazardous structure.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

declaring the property at 1004 11th Avenue SW a hazardous structure.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Fischer, granting the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1303 Oakland Avenue East, Ellis Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 804 15th Street NE, Johnson Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 110 12th Street NE, Patel Property.   Carried. 



 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1203 11th Avenue NW, Dennison Property.   Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Robert Silbaugh, 2305 8th Avenue SW, spoke in support of the pickleball courts project through 

the Hormel Foundation grants.  He encouraged the Council to rank the grant application high to 

support an active lifestyle for Austin’s citizens.  

 

Director of Park and Recreation Kim Underwood stated the courts would be placed at Rotary 

park and six pickleball courts will fit in the footprint of two tennis courts. 

 

Cindy Horn, 51312 290th Street, stated she goes to Albert Lea to play pickleball.  She noted that 

Albert Lea has a tournament which brings in revenue for local businesses.  

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Austin stated he recently attended a Park and Rec Board meeting where the 

Hormel Foundation grant requests were discussed.    

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated August 14th  is primary election day and encouraged 

citizens to vote. 

 

Council Member Helle stated the Austin Artworks Festival is August 25-26th.  Charlie Parr was 

scheduled to play at the festival but he was injured so they are working on a replacement act. 

 

Library Director Julie Clinefelter stated that 711 kids participated in the summer reading 

program. 

 

Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood stated the last day for the pool is August 16th and the 

doggy dip will take place on August 17th. 

 

Police Chief Brian Krueger stated National Night Out will take place on Tuesday, August 7th 

from 4-8 at Bandshell Park. 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel stated the primary election is August 14th and the polls will be open from 7 

a.m. to 8 p.m.  Citizens can log onto the MN Secretary of State’s website to find out where to 

vote or call City Hall for assistance. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated demolition work on the power plant is completed and 

the contractor to build the new rec center is on site.  The roadway work should be completed by 

the end of the month.  He also stated the City will be spraying for mosquitoes later that evening. 

 



Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adjourning the 

meeting to August 6, 2018.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    6:02 p.m.   

  

Approved:    August 20, 2018  

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


