MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
August 20, 2018
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Members Jeff Austin, Steve King, Laura Helle, Paul
Fischer, David Hagen, and Council Member-at-Large Janet

Anderson
MEMBERS ABSENT: Mayor Stiehm and Council Member Judy Enright
STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire
Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief

Brian Krueger, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, Planning
and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library Director Julie

Clinefelter and Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann

OTHERS PRESENT: Alex Knoll, Bernie Bolt, Corey Goetz, Jayne Gibson, Elizabeth
Wefel, Jason Baskin, Austin Daily Herald, Public

Council Member-at-Large Anderson called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
Additions to the Agenda:

4. Consent Agenda:
Sign Installer: M & M Signs, Inc., 160 Mohr Drive, Mankato

(mot) 16. Rezoning request petitioned by Jim Plehal o/b/o Burton J. Plehal Trust.
Removed from Agenda:
14. Reviewing a variance request from Marty Johnson and Stacy Kaercher.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda
as amended. Carried.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, approving the Council
minutes from August 6, 2018. Carried.

AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS AND REPORTS
The Council recognized the Austin Youth Soccer teams for their successes at the State level.

Bernie Bolt stated the U 11 team had a perfect season and placed second at state and the U 15
team also had a very good season and took first place in the state tournament. Corey Goetz



stated the U 18 team had a great season and the U 16 and U 14 teams were also in the state
tournaments.

Council Member-at-Large Anderson read a proclamation declaring September as Attendance
Awareness Month. Jayne Gibson with Austin Aspires thanked the Council for the proclamation.

Elizabeth Wefel with the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities provided Council with an update
as to their recent activities.

CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the
consent agenda as follows:

Licenses:

Exempt Gambling (raffle & paddlewheels): Austin Morning Lions Club on October 26,
2018

Exempt Gambling (raffle): Dutchtown Jumpers on November 10, 2018

Exempt Gambling (raffle): Dutchtown Jumpers on January 1, 2019

Master Plumber: Cities 1 Plumbing and Heating, Inc., St. Paul

Master Plumber: Knutson Plumbing, Inc., Kasson

Master Plumber: King’s Plumbing & Home Services, Golden Valley

Temporary On-Sale Liquor: Austin Area Commission for the Arts at the Paramount on
September 22, 2018 & December 10, 2018

Sign Installer: M & M Signs, Inc., 160 Mohr Drive, Mankato

Claims:
a. Pre-list of bills
b. Investment & Financial Reports.

Event Applications:
Austin MN Out of the Darkness Walk on September 15, 2018
Amazing Race Austin on August 22, 2018
Minnesota High School Cycling League Race # 1 on August 26, 2018

Carried 4-0 with Council Member Helle abstaining.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A public hearing was held for a tax abatement request from Nathan Stencil and the Burton Plehal
Trust. Mr. Stencil plans to build an 82-unit apartment complex on 21% Avenue NW and is

requesting a five-year tax abatement in the approximate amount of $193,750. City Administrator
Craig Clark stated the project would cover 40% of the estimated need for housing by 2020.



Alex Knoll of Rochester stated he is from Austin but currently lives in Rochester. He spoke in favor
of the project but would like to see the project located downtown or to find a rapid transit option for
the complex.

Mr. Clark stated the City did work with the developer to find a central business site but there wasn’t
something available at the current time.

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member King, approving a tax
abatement application for Nathan Stencil and the Burton Plehal Trust. Carried 5-0.

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS:

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve the 2019
Hormel Foundation grant applications. There were ranked at the August 6, 2018 Council
meeting.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving 2019 Hormel
Foundation grant applications. Carried.

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve the revised honorary council
member program. Jason Baskin, chair of the Human Rights Commission, stated individuals
could apply for the program and be appointed by the Mayor and Council. They would
receive the same information that the Council received and would be given an opportunity to
speak during the meeting.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Helle, approving the honorary
council member program. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, appointing Steve
Greenman to the Austin Utilities’ Board, term expiring 12/31/2020. Carried.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a contract with SEH to
develop plans and specifications for electrical upgrades at the Waste Water Treatment plant.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution
awarding a contract with SEH for Waste Water Treatment Plant main pump house electrical
upgrades. Carried 5-0.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution
accepting donations to the City of Austin. Carried 5-0.

Director of Administrative Services tom Dankert presented the election results from the primary
election and requested the Council approve the results.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution
accepting the Primary Election results from August 14, 2018. Carried 5-0.



Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested the Council approve consulting services
with Flexible Benefit Consulting, Inc. in the amount of $6,500 to bid out the City’s group health
insurance.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution
approving consulting services to bid out group health insurance with Flexible Benefit
Consulting, Inc. Carried 5-0.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution
approving an off-site gambling application for the Fraternal Order of the Eagles. Carried 5-0.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Hagen, granting the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored
vehicles at 600 12™" Street NE, Turner Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored
vehicles at 1108 4™ Street SW, Abarim Property. Carried.

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated the Planning Commission reviewed a
rezoning request from Jim Plehal on behalf of the Burton J. Plehal Trust at their August 15, 2018
meeting. The matter was published for the current Council meeting but she requested the
hearing be continued until September 4, 2018 for to allow for posting of the ordinance.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Hagen, continuing the
rezoning request from Jim Plehal on behalf of the Burton J. Plehal Trust to the September 4,
2018 Council meeting. Carried.

REPORTS

Council Member Helle stated the Austin Artworks Festival will be from Saturday and Sunday in
downtown Austin.

Council Member Hagen said there will be 400 motorists in Austin for the Legion Legacy Ride on
Tuesday, August 21%. He also stated there will be a bicycle race in Austin on Saturday.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adjourning the meeting
to September 4, 2018. Carried.

Adjourned: 6:20 p.m.
Approved: September 4, 2018
Mayor:

City Recorder:




