MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
September 4, 2018
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Members Jeff Austin, Steve King, Laura
Helle, Paul Fischer, Judy Enright, and Council Member-at-Large

Janet Anderson
MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member David Hagen
STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire
Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief
Brian Krueger, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, Planning
and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library Director Julie
Clinefelter and City Clerk Ann Kasel
OTHERS PRESENT: Jeremi Reese, Amanda Gunderson, Austin Daily Herald, Public
Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
Additions to the Agenda:
4. Consent Agenda:
Sign Installer: Scenic Sign Corporation, PO Box 881, St. Cloud
Temporary Liquor: Austin Country Club at Hormel Foods on September 12,
2018
(res) 17. Awarding bid for asbestos abatement.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the agenda
as amended. Carried.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving
the Council minutes from September 4, 2018. Carried.

AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS AND REPORTS
Mayor Stiehm read a proclamation declaring September 14-23, 2018 as Welcoming Week 2018.

CONSENT AGENDA



Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the
consent agenda as follows:

Licenses:
Concrete: Concrete Solutions, 115 Buol Road, West Salem, WI
Food: Kwik Trip, Inc., 1300 14" Street NW
Food: Munch lce Cream and Snack Lab, 803 18" Avenue NW
Gas Station: Kwik Trip, Inc., 1300 14" Street NW
Temporary Liquor: Mower County Ag Society on September 22, 2018 at the
Plager Building
Tobacco: Kwik Trip, Inc., 1300 14™ Street NW
Sign Installer: Scenic Sign Corporation, PO Box 881, St. Cloud
Temporary Liquor: Austin Country Club at Hormel Foods on September 12,
2018

Claims:
a. Pre-list of bills
b. Credit Card Report.

Event Applications:
VFW Classic Car Show on September 8, 2018
Harvest 5k on September 15, 2018
Share the Heat 5k and 1 Mile Run/Walk on October 6, 2018

Carried.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A public hearing was held for a tax abatement request from Lakeside Properties, LLC/Linda and
Marshall Halvorson. They are requesting a five-year tax abatement in the approximate amount of
$4,665.

There were no public comments.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving a tax
abatement application for Lakeside Properties, LLC/Linda and Marshall Halvorson. Carried 6-0.

A public hearing was held for a tax abatement request from Bigelow & Lennon Construction for the
property at 1306 20" Street NE. They are requesting a five-year tax abatement in the approximate
amount of $6,070.

There were no public comments.
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright,

approving a tax abatement application for Bigelow & Lennon Construction for the property at
1306 20" Street NE. Carried 6-0.



A public hearing was held for a tax abatement request from Bigelow & Lennon Construction for the
property at 1402 20" Street NE. They are requesting a five-year tax abatement in the approximate
amount of $6,070.

There were no public comments.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving a tax
abatement application for Bigelow & Lennon Construction for the property at 1402 20" Street

NE. Carried 6-0.

BID OPENINGS:

The City received bids for the Baldwin Lift station removal. The following bids were received:

Contractor Bid
Swenke IMS Contracting, LLC $ 932,336.00
Minger Construction Co., Inc. $1,155,831.00

Public Works Director Steven Lang recommended rejecting all the bids on the project and re-
bidding the project in the winter.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, rejecting all bids for
the Baldwin Lift station removal. Carried 6-0.

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS:

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested Council authorization for the annual yard waste
program located at the Cook Farm site. The program would run from September 15, 2018 to
November 25, 2018, seven days a week from dawn to dusk.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing the yard
waste program for 2018, scheduled for September 15" to November 25th. Carried.

City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the Council set public hearings for the following fall assessments:
snow removal, junk removal, weed and grass removal, tree assessments, sidewalk and indrive
projects, forfeited properties, administrative citations, hazardous housing mitigation and unpaid
sewer bills.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution
setting public hearings for October 1, 2018 for fall assessments. Carried 6-0.

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a rezoning request from Jim Plehal
o/b/o Burton J. Plehal Trust. The property owner would like the subject parcel rezoned from a
single family district to a multi-family district. The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at
their August 15, 2018 meeting and recommended approval by a 7-0 vote.



Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin, for
preparation of the rezoning ordinance. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, for adoption and
publication of the rezoning ordinance. Carried 6-0.

Fire Chief Jim McCoy stated the Fire Department was awarded a $5,000 matching grant for
turnout gear from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution
accepting a volunteer assistance matching fire grant. Carried 6-0.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution
declaring the property located at 1017 10" Avenue SW a hazardous structure. Carried 6-0.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored
vehicles at 808 2" Avenue NW, Klimek Christian Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, granting the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored
vehicles at 303 3" Street SE, Ford Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored
vehicles at 804 10" Avenue SW, O’Connor Property. Carried.

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approved bids for group life insurance and
long-term disability insurance. For both bids NJPA Pool/Sunlife & Lincoln Financial came in as
the lowest bidder. He asked the Council to approve the bids.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting
a resolution accepting bid for group life insurance. Carried 6-0.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution
accepting bid for long-term disability coverage. Carried 6-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City received the following bids for asbestos
abatement at 502 6™ Avenue SE:

Contractor Bid
Safe Air Systems $4,700
Mavo Systems $6,370

Asbestrol, Inc. No bid



Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to Safe Air Systems with funding coming from 50%
DNR grant and 50% LOST funds.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, awarding bid for
asbestos abatement at 502 6™ Avenue SE to Safe Air Systems. Carried 6-0.

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

Jeremi Reese and Amanda Gunderson, 31021 890" Avenue, stated they own a property located
at 9" Street NE. The property was scheduled to go to foreclosure but at the last minute the
foreclosing bank gave the property back to the owners. During that time assessments for weeds
and snow were accruing, which all have been paid. However, there is $1,625 in administrative
citations on the property.

Mayor Stiehm asked how much the snow and weed assessments were.

Mr. Reese stated they were in the amount of $701.60. He added his attorney told them not to
touch the property during the time it was in foreclosure.

Mayor Stiehm asked them to come to the October 1, 2018 meeting.

Council Member Helle thanked them for making progress and paying the assessments they had
already paid.

REPORTS

Council Member Helle thanked the City for sponsoring the City Art award at the Art Works
festival. The selected piece will be presented at an upcoming meeting. She also thanked City
Departments for all their assistance with the festival.

Council Member-at-Large Anderson thanked all the volunteers at Art Works festival.

Library Director Julie Clinefelter stated there are lots of activities going to on at the Austin
Public Library including the upcoming Harvest Fest and Pirate Day at the library.

Police Chief Brian Krueger stated the 4™ Annual Police citizen’s academy begins next Tuesday
and runs for 6 weeks.

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the Police and Public Works departments will keep
eye on the City with the ongoing heavy rains.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting
to September 17, 2018. Carried.



Adjourned: 6:00 p.m.

Approved: September 17, 2018

Mayor:

City Recorder:




