MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
September 17, 2018
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Members Jeff Austin, Steve King, Laura
Helle, Paul Fischer, David Hagen, Judy Enright, and Council
Member-at-Large Janet Anderson

MEMBERS ABSENT:

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative
Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire
Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief
Brian Krueger, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, Planning
and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library Director Julie
Clinefelter and City Clerk Ann Kasel

OTHERS PRESENT: Leonard Germer, Sandy Forstner, Austin Daily Herald, Public

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Additions to the Agenda:

(res) 19.  Awarding bid for residential building demolition.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda
as amended. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the
Council minutes from September 4, 2018. Carried.

CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the
consent agenda as follows:

Claims:
a. Pre-list of bills
b. Investment Report.

Event Applications:
Fire Station Open House on October 1, 2018

Carried.



PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A public hearing was held for the refinance of Housing and Redevelopment Authority bonds.
Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) Director Jon Erichson discussed the opportunity
to refinance some outstanding debt on Chauncey Apartments that would save the HRA over
$700,000. The lower interest rates plus having the City’s G.O. backing and high credit rating
should result in this savings that would then be used to pay the debt off early. He stated the
Council has approved this type of request for the Courtyard Apartments.

There were no public comments.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Hagen, approving
the refunding of certain governmental housing bonds issued by the HRA and authorizing the
pledge of the general obligation credit of the City. Carried 7-0.

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS:

Administrative Services Director Tom Dankert stated the proposed tax levy for 2019 is
$6,873,000. The City is required to pass a proposed budget and tax levy by September 30, 2018.
He stated the date of the City’s Truth in Taxation hearing will be on Tuesday, December 4, 2018
at 6:00 p.m. He noted the tax levy increase is $932,000 for 2019.

Council Member Austin noted that the majority of the levy increase is for employee costs
Council Member Helle asked what the cost to average homeowner would be.

Mr. Dankert stated the increase on a $124,600 home would be approximately $83 per year for
the City’s portion of the tax bill.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution
establishing a proposed tax levy and proposed budget for taxes payable in 2019 and setting the
date for the Truth in Taxation hearing for December 4, 2018. Carried 6-1 with Council Member
Hagen voting nay.

Administrative Services Director Tom Dankert requested the Council approve $57,000 of items
to be funded from contingency in 2018 to reduce the 2019 budget by that amount. The specific
items are election machines, election poll pads and Ruby Rupner fire & security panel
replacement.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution
amending the 2018 budget of the General Fund. Carried 7-0.

Police Captain David McKichan reviewed an ordinance for special vehicles in the City. He
stated the ordinance would allow utility task vehicles (UTV’s) to operate on City streets as long
as the UTV is licensed by the City. The licensing fee would be $30 per year and the ordinance



would go into effect on October 1, 2018. Captain McKichan stated he would like to make some
additional modifications to the equipment requirements in the ordinance.

Mr. Dankert noted the adoption of the ordinance would need to be pushed to the next Council
meeting so the amended ordinance could be properly posted.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, continuing the special
vehicle ordinance to the October 1, 2018 Council Meeting. Carried.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve an amendment to the Turtle
Creek Grant increasing the grant funding by $1,200,000 and extending the expiration date to
June 30, 2020. The new funds would be part of a $4.7 million-dollar project along Turtle Creek.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting
a resolution approving amendment number 4 to the Turtle Creek Flood Project. Carried 7-0.

Fire Chief Jim McCoy requested the Council accept a 2017 Assistance to Firefighters Grant in
the amount of $42,355 for the replacement of the fire alarm in the fire station. The City would
provide additional funds in the amount of $4,235 which would come from PERA funds.

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution
accepting an assistance to Firefighters Grant. Carried 7-0.

Fire Chief Jim McCoy requested Council approval of the reallocation of $14,000 of 2018 Fire
PERA funds. The funds were originally allocated for the replacement of the fire alarm system
but would now like to be used to paint the ceiling of the apparatus bay.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution
approving the reallocation of 2018 PERA Fire Funds. Carried 7-0.

Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood request the Council approve a contract with Sports
Technology, Inc. in the amount of $47,834.00 for the replacement of the speakers and the sound
system in Riverside Arena. Funding for the project will come from the Hormel Foundation.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution
approving a contract with Sports Technology, Inc. for the replacement of speakers and sound
equipment at Riverside Arena. Carried 7-0.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution
setting a final assessment hearing for October 15, 2018 for one property on project 18106
(Woodson School area project). Carried 7-0.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a
resolution declaring a structure at 607 6™ Avenue SE hazardous. Carried 7-0.



Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a sign appeal from Mower County
Catholic Parishes Credit Union. They would like to replace their freestanding sign with a larger
sign oriented in a different direction. The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at their
September 11, 2018 meeting and recommended approval by a 6-0 vote.

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving a sign
appeal from the Mower County Catholic Parishes Credit Union. Carried.

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a lot size variance request from
Freeborn/Mower Habitat for Humanity. They currently own two and a half vacant lots which
they would like to divide into two lots. The minimum lot frontage is 60 feet; one of the lots
would be 60 feet wide and the other 58.57 feet wide. The Planning Commission reviewed the
matter at their September 11, 2018 meeting and recommended approval by a 6-0 vote.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving a lot size
variance request from Freeborn/Mower Habitat for Humanity. Carried.

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a setback variance from Scott
Medgaarden. He would like a variance from the require 12.5 feet of corner side yard setback to
allow a 5.5-foot setback. The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at their September 11,
2018 meeting and recommended approval by a 6-0 vote.

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving a setback
variance from Scott Medgaarden. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Fischer, granting the
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally
stored vehicles at 911 13" Avenue SE, Kinnear Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored
vehicles at 604 2" Avenue SW, Newman and Reysack Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored
vehicles at 1006 4™ Street SE, Bolinger Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored
vehicles at 1104 2" Avenue NW, Kirkpatrick Property. Carried.

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City received informal bids from four contractors
for the demolition of 502 6™ Avenue SE. The following bids were received:

Contractor Bid
Jim’s Excavation, LLC $8,000



Hansen Hauling & Excavating $9,050
Husemoller Excavating No Bid
Jensen Excavating No Bid

Mr. Lang recommended awarding the bid to Jim’s Excavation, LLC with funding coming from
50% DNR grant and 50% LOST.

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, awarding
the bid for 502 6" Avenue SE to Jim’s Excavation, LLC. Carried 7-0.

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

Sandy Forstner, with the Austin Chamber of Commerce, stated the Chamber uses golf carts
during the 4" of July celebrations and he would like that use to continue.

Leonard Germer, 1508 6™ Avenue NW, stated he was concerned about the tax levy increase.
REPORTS

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated tickets for the Halloween Warm up are available at
Superfresh Produce.

Council Member Helle stated she received a mailing from Conservation Minnesota and the City
of Austin was honored for several miles of new bike lanes.

She also commended City staff for their hard work in applying for and receiving grants.

City Administrator Craig Clark stated Congressman Walz’s staff will be in Grand Meadow at
3:00 p.m. on Wednesday.

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert stated Tim Brady, who worked for the City for
15 years, Dick Benzkofer, who worked for the City for 25 years and Larry Maus, who was on the
Port Authority Board for 21 years, all recently passed away.

Park and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated the learn to skate program is currently
underway.

Library Director Julie Clinefelter stated the Friends of the Library are accepting donations for the
fall book sale which will take place September 28-29".

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson,
adjourning the meeting to October 1, 2018. Carried.

Adjourned: 6:13 p.m.

Approved: October 1, 2018




Mayor:

City Recorder:




