
  M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

December 3, 2018 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Members Steve King, Laura Helle, Paul 

Fischer, David Hagen, Judy Enright, and Council Member-at-

Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Jeff Austin 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief 

Brian Krueger, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library Director Julie 

Clinefelter, Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann, 

Assistant City Engineer Mitch Wenum and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Honorary Council Member George Bass, Austin Daily Herald, 

Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the agenda.   

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the Council 

minutes from November 19, 2018.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows:  

   

Licenses: 

 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  NWTF Cedar River Longbeards Chapter on January 26, 2019 

    

 Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Financial Report. 

 

Carried.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 



 

A public hearing was held for the currency application for Tienda Y. Taqueria Guerrero, Inc.  

City Clerk Ann Kasel stated the State of Minnesota likes cities to hold public hearings each year 

for citizen input regarding the currency exchange. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

the currency application of Tienda Y. Taqueria Guerrero, Inc.  Carried 6-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve a franchise extension agreement 

with Charter Communications through June 30, 2019. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a franchise extension agreement with Charter Communications.  Carried 6-0. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve a cable franchise transfer 

from CC VII Operating, LLC dba Charter Communications to Spectrum Mid-American, 

LLC.  The City’s legal counsel for cable franchise matters recommended the approval of the 

transfer. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

approving transfer of ownership of Charter Franchise Agreement.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a contract with SEH for a 

Waste Water Treatment Plant flood mitigation study.  He stated the current berm around the 

plant is not FEMA approved and it would be an advantage to construct an approved berm 

around the asset.  SEH has submitted a proposal in the amount of $54,800 for the completion 

of the work and funding would come from local option sales tax funds.  

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting 

a resolution approving a contract with SEH for a waste water treatment plant flood mitigation 

study.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve an individual control 

mechanism agreement with Austin Landfill.  The agreement would run through December 31, 

2021. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution 

approving an individual control mechanism with WCI Austin Landfill, LLC.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council request feasibility reports for the 2019 

construction projects.  He stated the projects are all identified in the 2019 CIP. 

 



Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

ordering the preparation of feasibility reports for 2019 street/other improvements.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a memorandum of 

understanding for snow storage with the Cedar River Watershed District.  The agreement would 

be for ten years and sets forth the requirements and locations for snow storage. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, approving 

memorandum of understanding with Cedar River Watershed District.  Carried. 

 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann stated the City is transitioning to a new health 

insurance plan as of January 1, 2019.  In order to do so, the agreements with the former 

insurance companies need to be terminated.  Ms. Wiechmann recommended approving 

agreements with CCStpa and MII Life for termination and stop loss runout. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

approving a termination and Claims Runout Agreement with CCStpa.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving termination and Stop/Loss Runout Agreement with MII Life.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting 

a resolution approving gambling premises permit for the Fraternal Order of Eagles at Gravity 

Storm Brewery at 309 N. Main Street.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

declaring the property at 1004 7th Ave NE a hazardous structure.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Hagen, adopting a resolution 

declaring the property at 1009 17th St. NE a hazardous structure.  Carried 6-0. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve a contract with Nexus Solutions 

for energy monitoring.  The proposed amount for the contract is $12,580 and Mr. Clark 

requested it be funded through 2019 contingency funds. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a contract with Nexus Solutions for energy monitoring with funding coming from 

2019 contingency funds.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace provided Council with a Mower County All-

Hazard Mitigation plan update in regards to flood mitigation.  She stated the City is in the 

process of demolishing 502 6th Avenue SE to remove it from the flood plain and is working on 

Phase 1 of the North Main Street Flood Mitigation project and the Turtle Creek Flood control 

project.   She stated there is no Council action required for the report. 



Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1207 4th Ave NW, Serrano Property.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson stated there is a new photo display at the Library. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated the second rental licensing meeting 

will take place on December 13, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert stated the Truth in Taxation Hearing will be 

held on Tuesday, December 4, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Helle, adjourning the meeting 

to December 17, 2018.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    5:48 p.m.   

  

Approved:    December 17, 2018  

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


