
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

December 17, 2018 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Members Jeff Austin, Steve King, Laura 

Helle, Paul Fischer, David Hagen, Judy Enright, and Council 

Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, City Attorney David Hoversten, Police Chief 

Brian Krueger, Park and Rec Director Kim Underwood, Planning 

and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Library Director Julie 

Clinefelter, Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann and City 

Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Scott, Mike Pratt, Kathy Helle, Mark Haider, Bob Bastyr, 

Lanny Bastianson, Scott Wermager, Marv Repinski, Honorary 

Council Member George Bass, Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Additional Backup 

 

(res) 19.  Approving an ICM agreement with G&R Truck Wash. 

 

Remove from the Agenda 

  

(mot) 21.  Appointing Joel Raiman to the Human Rights Commission. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda 

as amended.   Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the Council 

minutes from December 3, 2018 and Truth in Taxation hearing from December 4, 2018.  

Carried. 

 

AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS AND REPORTS 

 

The Mayor recognized the following retirements: 

Steve Scott – July 1, 1981 to January 31, 2018  

Mike Pratt – August 21, 1990 to March 30, 2018  



Orlando (Lanny) Bastianson – December 13, 1993 to February 18, 2010 & January 3, 

2012 to April 30, 2018  

Mark Haider – November 20, 1984 to June 7, 2018  

Kathy Helle – May 27, 1986 to July 7, 2018  

Jeanne Wilkinson – March 16, 1998 to November 8, 2018 

Bob Bastyr – November 2, 1992 to December 31, 2018  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the consent 

agenda as follows:  

   

Licenses: 

 2019 License Renewals (Complete list available in Council Chambers) 

 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austin Youth Hockey Association on January 9, 2019   

  

 Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Credit Card Report and Investment Report.   

Carried.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

A public hearing was held to review a tax abatement application from New Horizon Homes, 

LLC.  City Administrator Craig Clark stated New Horizon Homes proposed to build a single 

family residence at 2006 13th Avenue NE.  He added that the housing tax abatement is scheduled 

to expire at the end of 2019. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving a tax abatement for New Horizon Homes, LLC.  Carried 7-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for the 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan for 2019-2023.  Director of 

Administrative Services Tom Dankert stated the Council reviewed the proposed plan in detail 

earlier in the year at work sessions.  He stated the plan serves as authorization to spend funds in 

2019 and as a roadmap for future years.  He added that some of the improvements in the CIP are 

subject to receiving grants for funding. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting 

a resolution adopting the 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan.  Carried 7-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for the adoption of a street improvement assessment on one property 

on the 4th Drive SW Project.   The amount to be assessed is $1,170.00 at 4.75% for 15 years.  

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested Council adopt the assessments.  He stated the 

assessment is for curb and gutter only because the street in front of the property was in good 

condition so the street was not replaced. 

 



Scott Wermager, 2403 4th Drive SW, stated he is opposed to paying the assessment due to the 

issue he does not believe the value of his home is increased by the amount of the assessment.  He 

also stated he was unhappy with the condition of his yard after construction. 

 

Mr. Hoversten noted that Mr. Wermager would need to file a written objection in order to protect 

his appeal rights in the future. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

declaring the cost of the assessment.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting 

a resolution adopting the assessment roll for one property on the 4th Drive SW Project.  Carried 

7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve the tax levy 

for 2019 at $6,873.000 and approve the 2019 budget.  

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, 

adopting a resolution approving the tax levy for 2019.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin, 

adopting a resolution approving the budget for 2019.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council cancel certain ad 

valorem tax levies because the City has sufficient balances available to pay the principal and 

interest on the bonds. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

authorizing the cancellation of certain ad valorem tax levies.  Carried 7-0. 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the Council approve 2019 license and operational fees.  She 

stated that the fees for rental housing inspections and administrative citations were added to the 

resolution also. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

establishing license fees and miscellaneous operational fees for 2019.  Carried 7-0. 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the Council approve 2019 liquor licenses.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

granting 2019 licenses for the sale of hard liquor on-sale, Sunday hard liquor on-sale, Sunday 

wine on-sale and 3.2 beer on and off-sale.  Carried 6-0 with Council Member Enright abstaining. 



City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the Council approve polling locations for elections for 2019.  

There are no scheduled elections for 2019 but the legislature requires cities designate locations 

on a yearly basis. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

establishing polling locations for 2019.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council accept 2019 Hormel 

Foundation grants in the total sum of $425,000.  Mr. Dankert thanked the Hormel Foundation for 

their generous donations to the community. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

accepting 2019 Hormel Foundation Grant Awards.  Carried 6-0 with Council Member Helle 

abstaining.   

 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested the Council set the wages for 2019 

seasonal, temporary and part-time employees.  She stated the minimum wage will increase to 

$9.90 on January 1, 2019 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting 

a resolution approving the 2019 pay for part-time and seasonal employees.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested the Council extend the City’s voluntary 

furlough policy.   The policy allows employees to take up to 96 hours of unpaid leave each year. 

She requested the policy be a part of the employee handbook so it doesn’t have to go to Council 

for approval every year. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, extending the furlough 

policy and adopting it as part of the employee handbook.  Carried. 

 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested the Council approve a revised insurance 

policy for the employee handbook due to the City changing insurance plans.  It also would set 

the amount at $750 for the usage of accrued sick leave for health insurance deductibles.   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving a revised 

health insurance policy.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member Fischer, appointing Geoff 

Baker to the Austin Utility Board, term expiring December 31, 2020.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve an ICM agreement with G&R 

Truck Wash for strong waste discharge into the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  The agreement 

would be for three years and the approval would be contingent upon the City receiving a signed 

agreement from G&R by December 31, 2018. 

 



Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving an ICM agreement with G&R Truck Wash.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Fire Chief Jim McCoy requested the Council approve rural fire service contract with Austin and 

Lansing Townships.  The current contract is for $135,000 per year and that amount would be 

reduced to $130,000 in 2019; to approximately $120,000 in 2020; and down to approximately 

$110,000 in 2021.  He stated this is a better representation of what to charge the townships for 

the fire service. 

 

Mr. Clark stated the contract is a slight modification from the League model contract for the 

benefit of the City. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving a rural fire service agreement.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the 

following appointments and reappointments to City boards and commissions: 

  

  Reappointments: 

  Howard Nepp to the Cable TV Committee, term expiring 12/31/2021 

  Jerry McCarthy to the HRA board, term expiring 12/31/2021 

  Ward Halvorson to the Park and Rec board, term expiring 12/31/2022 

  Deedee Marx to the Park and Rec board, term expiring 12/31/2022 

  Randal Forster to the Pillars of the City board, term expiring 12/31/2021 

  Mike Ankeny to the Pillars of the City board, term expiring 12/31/2021 

  Jim Mino to the Planning Commission, term expiring 12/31/2022 

  Adama Youhn to the Planning Commission, term expiring 12/31/2022 

  Aaron Stewart to the Planning Commission, term expiring 12/31/2022 

  Laura Ramirez to the Police Civil Service Commission, term expiring 12/31/2021 

  Janet Anderson to the Sustainability Taskforce, term expiring 12/31/2021 

  Ivan Pollock to the Sustainability Taskforce, term expiring 12/31/2021 

  Caitlin Olson to the Sustainability Taskforce, term expiring 12/31/2021 

  Miguel Garate to the Human Rights Commission, term expiring 12/31/2021 

  Nathan Annis to the Library Board, term expiring 12/31/2021 

  Jodi Krueger to the Library Board, term expiring 12/31/2021 

  Janet Anderson to the Library Board, term expiring 12/31/2021 

  Jerry Mohrfeld to the Port Authority, term expiring 12/31/2024    

  Appointments: 

  Ron Felten to the Fire Civil Service Committee, term expiring 12/31/2021 

  Goutham Putta to the Human Rights Commission, term expiring 12/31/2021 

  Sarah Hartman to the Human Rights Commission, term expiring 12/31/2020 
 
CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Marv Repinski noted Roger Boughton’s editorial in the Austin Daily Herald about Council 

raises.   

 



HONORARY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 

 

Honorary Council member George Bass thanked the Council and staff for their hard work. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark noted he would like Mr. Bass to stay on through January. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Enright thanked everyone for the support and stated she enjoyed working with 

Council and City staff.  She noted she felt like a lot was accomplished in the last eight years. 

 

Council Member King stated he will miss the outgoing Council members. 

 

Council Member Austin thanked the outgoing Council members for their years of service. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson thanked the citizens of Austin, Council and City staff. 

 

Council Member Helle stated she was very proud to be a part of the city with retirements of 

employees and Council members. 

 

Council Member Hagen stated serving on Council was a great experience. 

 

Council Member Fischer thanked the outgoing Council members. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated Attorney General Elect Keith Ellison visited Austin earlier 

in the day. 

 

Police Chief Brian Krueger stated Lieutenant Dustin Wollenburg will be attending the FBI 

academy early next year. 

 

Mayor Stiehm stated it was a great year to be on Council. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adjourning the 

meeting to January 7, 2019.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    6:40 p.m.   

  

Approved:    January 7, 2019  

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 


