
M I N U T E S 

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE WORK SESSION 

January 16, 2018 

City Hall Conference Room A 

 
PRESENT:    Mayor Thomas Stiehm, Council Members Paul Fischer, Jeff Austin, Steve 

King, Judy Enright, Laura Helle, David Hagen and Council Member-at-

Large Janet Anderson 

 

ABSENT:  
 

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative Services Tom 

Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, City Attorney David 

Hoversten, Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Fire Chief 

Jim McCoy, Library Director Julie Clinefelter and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

  

ALSO PRESENT:  Peter Grover, Joe and Kim Schechinger, Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm opened the meeting at 6:05 p.m.   

 

Item No. 1 – Critical Water Usage Ordinance  

 

Removed from the agenda. 

 

Item No. 2 – Retterath Water issue update 

 

City Attorney David Hoversten recapped the Retterath water issue stating Mr. Retterath filed a 

claim with the City stating that since the sewer was installed in his neighborhood he has had 

increased water issues.  The League of Minnesota Cities investigated the claim and concluded 

there was no liability on the City’s part because there was no evidence that the activities of the 

city had to do with the increased water levels.  Also, the League concluded that rain amounts had 

been higher over the last few years in the area.  Mr. Hoversten stated this is a private issue and 

there is no obligation on the City’s behalf to correct the issue.  He advised the City should not 

contribute $7,000 toward the drain pipe because it is an invalid expenditure on behalf of the City.   

 

He went on to state that there is no way to protect the City from liability from other drainage 

claims and there is no ability to obtain waivers from others.  Payment of this claim may 

encourage private claims from others that have drainage issues. 

 

Mr. Hoversten concluded that the City should not be contributing to Mr. Retterath’s costs to 

remedy the drainage issue.  Public Works Director Steven Lang concurred with Mr. Hoversten 

that the City did not contribute to the drainage issue. 

 

Council Member Helle asked how this issue differs from the Hardy Geranium. 

 



Mr. Hoversten stated he also advised the Council that the City had no liability for the Hardy 

Geranium issue.  He also stated he advised that payment should not have been made.  He added 

that the Hardy Geranium was only one person, this issue is a much greater area with many 

potential claimants. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, for the City to take no 

action on the Retterath water issue.  Carried. 

 

No additional Council action necessary. 

 

Item No. 3 – Rental Housing Ordinance 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace presented a proposed rental property 

ordinance and reviewed the rental licensing and inspection committees progress over the last few 

months.  She presented a Faribault ordinance and believed it would work for the City of Austin 

with modifications.   

 

Ms. Wallace stated an annual license would be required for each dwelling unit rented.  There 

would be a checklist for occupancy standards that the properties would need to follow.  

Inspections would take place every two years.  She stated she met with the Austin Landlord 

Association and has received positive feedback.  

 

Council Member Fischer stated he received feedback that the $100 fee was high. 

 

Ms. Wallace stated the Council directed the program be revenue neutral.  If Council would like 

the fee to be lower then it would need to have financial contributions from the general fund. She 

stated the ordinance would come to Council in February with an effective date in July.  Hiring 

for an inspector would take place in August or September. 

 

Peter Grover stated he is not opposed to a rental housing ordinance as long as it is fair to all 

landlords and isn’t exempt for public housing units.  He stated he would like to see the standards 

that the landlords will be held to for their properties.  He would also like the City to contribute to 

the program and not have the whole cost funded by the landlords. 

 

Mayor Stiehm stated the program was approved by Council as revenue neutral.   

 

Kim Schechinger was concerned that the older rental homes would need to be brought up to 

today’s construction standards. 

 

Mayor Stiehm stated the City will have to take older structures into consideration when drafting 

the rental housing ordinance.   

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the rate of complaints on rental properties is much higher 

than owner occupied properties.   

 



The ordinance will be presented to Council at a later date.  No additional Council action needed 

at this time. 

 

Added Item – Turtle Creek 1, Project Completion Update 
 

Public Works Director Steven Lang provided Council with an update on the completion of the 

Turtle Creek 1 sanitary sewer project.  He stated the area was annexed in January of 2014 and 

the project was substantially completed in the fall of 2015.  The point source implementation 

grant was just finalized in the amount of $496,931.  The total project cost was $1,177,711 and 

$538,072 was assessed to property owners.  The remaining funds in the amount of $142,708 was 

paid through Fund 61 – waste water treatment plant fund.  Some of that will be paid back to the 

City through additional assessments. 

 

For informational purposes only, no Council action needed at this time. 

 

Item No. 4– Retreat Discussion 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark discussed the retreat dates.  He stated February 28th is available 

to all Council members and there had been some interest in having the retreat in one day.  

 

Council Member Austin stated he would like the retreat in one day and have departments focus 

on their short term and long range goals.  The Council was in consensus with this statement. 

 

The retreat will be held at the new Interpretive Center at the Hormel Nature Center on February 

28th at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Item No. 5 - Open Discussion 

 

Council Member Austin stated he would like more information about the open house on January 

25th at 6:00 p.m. for residents near the proposed Riverview Apartments.  

 

Moved by Council Member Hagen, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

at 6:57 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

______________________ 

Ann M. Kasel 

City Clerk 

 


