
M I N U T E S 

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE WORK SESSION 

September 4, 2018 

City Hall Conference Room A 

 
PRESENT:    Mayor Thomas Stiehm, Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, Jeff 

Austin, Steve King, Laura Helle and Judy Enright and Council Member-

at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

ABSENT:  Council Member David Hagen 

 

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative Services Tom 

Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

  

ALSO PRESENT:  Chris Chickering, Dave LaMont, Bill Starman, Sandy Anderson, Nicole 

Behne, Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm opened the meeting at 6:06 p.m.   

 

Item No. 6 – Vision 2020 Funding Request   

 

Sandy Anderson and Nicole Behne, with Vision 2020, requested $22,000 from the City of Austin 

in the 2019 budget for a 10-15 hour per week downtown association coordinator.  This person 

would assist and connect downtown businesses and other businesses in town.  Vision 2020 is 

asking the City to fund the first year of the position then it would find other funding sources 

thereafter.   

 

Council Member Helle spoke in support of the position. 

 

Council Member Austin asked if it is in the 2019 budget. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated it was. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving $22,000 in 

the 2019 budget for a downtown association coordinator.  Carried. 

 

The item will be approved with the 2019 budget documents. 

 

Item No. 1 – UTV Ordinance Discussion  
 

Police Captain McKichan reviewed an ordinance for special vehicles with the Council which 

would allow UTV’s on City streets.  The UTV must be a side-by-side vehicle, must be equipped 

with a rear-view mirror and can operate on City streets from sunrise to sunset.  The UTV must 

apply for an annual permit from the City and provide proof of insurance and proof of a driver’s 

license.  The ordinance does not allow ATV’s, golf carts or mini trucks to operate on City streets. 

 



The license fee would be set at an upcoming meeting.   

 

Chris Chickering spoke in support of the ordinance and added it would contribute to the culture 

of the City.  

 

After additional discussion, moved by Council Member Autin, seconded by Council Member 

Enright, recommending approval of the ordinance for regulation of special vehicles.  Carried. 

 

The item will be placed on the September 17, 2018 Council Agenda. 

 

Item No. 2 – 1st Drive & 8th Place NW Stop Sign Request 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City has received a stop sign request for the 

intersection of 1st Drive and 8th Place NW.  He stated there have been 31 accidents at the 

intersection over the last four years.  He stated the traffic count on 1st Drive NW is 6,700 cars per 

day and the estimated traffic count on 8th Place NW is 750 vehicles per day.  Mr. Lang stated it 

would be inefficient to stop 6,700 cars for 750 crossing vehicles.  Instead, he proposed creating 

additional no parking areas around the intersection to increase the sight distance. This would 

allow better reaction time for drivers crossing the intersection. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving additional 

no parking areas on 1st Drive NW near 8th Place NW.  Carried. 

 

For Council information only; no additional action needed at this time. 

 

Item No. 3 – Former Austin Gas Manufacturing Site Update 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang provided Council with an update as to the work going on at 

the former Austin Gas Manufacturing site.  He stated work will begin in late September to 

mitigate contaminated soil at the site.  The soil will be removed and disposed of at an approved 

site then the area will be backfilled and restored.  The work area will require the pedestrian trail 

to be closed during the project.  There is no cost to the City for this project; it is all being paid 

through the petro cleanup fund. 

 

For Council information only, no Council action needed at this time. 

 

Item No. 4 – Rural Taxing Districts 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated land has been annexed into the City for future 

development but is still currently being used as farmland but is paying the higher City tax rate.  

The creation of a rural service district would reduce the tax burden on the property which is not 

utilizing City services.  Once the property is developed then the property would pay the higher 

developed rate. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated the discount would be approximately 

$2,442 per year based on 2018 tax rates. 



 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

recommending approval of a rural taxing district for the Kehret land in Lansing township.  

Carried. 

 

The item will be on a future Council meeting. 

 

Item No. 5 – Air BnB Discussion 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace discussed Air BnB/Vrbo properties in Austin.  

She stated she reviewed the properties currently for rent in Austin and found five, one of which 

is registered and paying the City hotel/motel tax. 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel stated the current ordinance on hotel/motel tax may cover the licensing of 

these properties.  However, it would not address the zoning issues. 

 

Council Member Helle stated she would like to see the properties licensed and pay the 

appropriate lodging tax.  The Council agreed. 

 

City staff will research and bring back a proposed ordinance on the issue at a future work 

session. 

 

Item No. 7 - Administrative Report 

 

None. 

 

Item No. 8 - Open Discussion 

 

None. 

 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adjourning the work 

session at 7:11 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

______________________ 

Ann M. Kasel 

City Clerk 

 


