
M I N U T E S 

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE WORK SESSION 

October 15, 2018 

City Hall Conference Room A 

 
PRESENT:    Mayor Thomas Stiehm, Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, Jeff 

Austin, Steve King, David Hagen and Judy Enright and Council Member-

at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

ABSENT:  Council Member Laura Helle 

 

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative Services Tom 

Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

  

ALSO PRESENT:  Assistant City Attorney Craig Byram, Eric Olson, Honorary Council 

Member George Bass, Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm opened the meeting at 5:59 p.m.   

 

The following item was moved first on the agenda: 

 

Item No. 3  Closed Session 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, to close the meeting at 

5:59 p.m pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.05 Subd. 3(c)3 for the purpose of developing or 

considering offers or counteroffers for the purchase of parcels 34.095.0050 and 34.095.0020. 

Carried. 
 

See DVD of Closed Session 
 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, to open the 

meeting at 7:00.  Carried. 

 

Item No. 1 – Austin Area Commission for the Arts 

 

The item will be moved to the November 5, 2018 work session. 

 

Item No. 2 – DNR Grant Update – Dobbins Creek 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang provided an update on the MnDNR Dobbins Creek grant.  

He stated the original grant was in the amount of $450,000 for flood mitigation and the City has 

approximately $8,000 remaining.  The City’s plan is to close out the grant and return the 

remaining dollars for other eligible projects. 

 

For Council information only; no Council action needed at this time. 

 

 



Item No. 4 – 14th Street NW Bridge project update 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang discussed the replacement of the 14th Street NW and 28th 

Street NE bridges in 2021.  The City is working with MnDOT to plan the project and there are a 

couple of different options to divert traffic for the 14th Street NW bridge.  One option would be 

to construct the bridge ½ at a time, which would allow one lane of traffic in each direction.  This 

would maintain traffic to local businesses but would increase the cost and length of construction.  

The other option would be to detour traffic.  This would be the most cost effective option but 

would impact area businesses and put a heavy traffic flow on the 4th Street NW bridge.   

 

Mr. Lang stated that MnDOT would present to Council in the future on the topic. 

 

No Council Action needed at this time. 

 

Item No. 5 - 2019 Budget Discussion 

 

Mr. Lang stated there were no changes to budget at this time. 

 

Item No. 6 – Honorary Council Member Comments 

 

Mr. Bass stated it was a very informative meeting. 

 

Item No. 7 – Administrative Report 

 

None. 

 

Item No. 8 - Open Discussion 

 

None. 

 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

at 7:21 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

______________________ 

Ann M. Kasel 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 


