MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
February 19, 2019
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Members Steve King, Laura Helle, Paul
Fischer, Rebecca Waller, Jason Baskin, Joyce Poshusta Council
Member-at-Large Jeff Austin

MEMBERS ABSENT:

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative
Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Police
Captain David McKichan, Planning and Zoning Administrator
Holly Wallace, Library Director Julie Clinefelter, City Attorney
Craig Byram and City Clerk Ann Kasel

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Decarlo, Paul and Linda Hirsch, Jesse Dumais, Terry Fox,

Jim Campbell, Honorary Council Member Rain Suereh, Austin
Daily Herald, Public

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Added to the agenda:

Licenses:
Cab Driver, Jessica Gerereo, 807 12 Street NE
Exempt Gambling: Discover Austin, MN on October 12, 2019
Food: Vellarts: 404 1% Street NW

Additional Backup

14. Approving a revised access agreement for site clean-up work.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, approving the
agenda as amended. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Baskin, approving the
Council minutes from February 4, 2019. Carried.

CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving the
consent agenda as follows:



Licenses:
Food: Austin Dairy Queen, 1200 W. Oakland Avenue
Food: Sudanese Community International Market, 501 1% Street NW
Hotel/Motel: Rodeway Inn & Suites, 805 21°% Street NE
Massage Establishment: Zenergy Massage, 510 Oakland Avenue West
Massage Therapist: Alisha Wigham, 2203 4" Drive SW
Massage Therapist: Tenille Jensen, 1010 15" Street SW
Massage Therapist: Emily Wehner, 1010 E 5™ Street, Winona
Temporary Liquor: Pacelli Catholic School on May 4, 2019
Cab Driver, Jessica Gerereo, 807 12" Street NE
Exempt Gambling: Discover Austin, MN on October 12, 2019
Food: Vellarts: 404 1% Street NW

Claims:
a. Pre-list of bills
b. Financial and Investment Report.

Carried.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

Public Works Director Steven Lang provided information about the proposed street projects. He
stated the City sent out 190 notices and held an informational meeting on February 13" where
residents were given the opportunity receive information about the projects and ask questions.

A public hearing was held for street improvements on Oakland Place SE (10" Street to 11%"
Street) Project 19105. Assistant City Engineer Mitch Wenum stated the City will remove the
existing road and curb and replace with a new concrete street along with removing and replacing
the sidewalk. Underground utilities will be repaired or replaced. Additional catch basins and
sub-drain will be installed to reduce the flooding in the area. The project will begin in June and
hopefully will be completed by late August. Traffic will be reduced to one lane in each direction
for some of the project and the road will be closed for underground and paving work. Adjacent
property owners will be assessed per the City’s street assessment policy at an interest rate of 5%.
Property owners will have the option to pay the assessment in full, pay 50% of the assessment
and have the remainder go on their real estate taxes or have all of the assessment go on their real
estate taxes. The total project is $950,000 and $13,400 will be assessed to the adjacent property
owners.

There were no public comments.
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting a resolution
ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering advertisement for bids

Oakland Place SE (10" Street to 11™" Street) Project 19105. Carried 7-0.

A public hearing was held for street improvements on 14" Street SE (4™ Avenue SE to North of
1%t Avenue SE) Project 18101. Assistant City Engineer Mitch Wenum stated the City will



remove the existing road and deficient curb & gutter and replace with an asphalt street.
Underground utilities will be repaired or replaced. The project will begin in mid-July and
continue for approximately three months. Adjacent property owners will be assessed per the
City’s street assessment policy at an interest rate of 5%. Property owners will have the option to
pay the assessment in full, pay 50% of the assessment and have the remainder go on their real
estate taxes or have all of the assessment go on their real estate taxes. The total project is
$405,000 and $97,600 will be assessed to adjacent property owners.

There were no public comments.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, adopting a
resolution ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering
advertisement for bids 14™ Street SE (4" Avenue SE to North of 1% Avenue SE) Project 18101.
Carried 7-0.

A public hearing was held for street improvements on 9™ Street SW (1% Avenue to 6™ Avenue
SW), 10" Street SW (1% Avenue SW to 6™ Avenue SW) and 11" Street SW (1%t Avenue to 2"
Avenue SW), Project 19102. Assistant City Engineer Mitch Wenum stated the City will remove
the existing road and curb & gutter and replace with a 34 foot wide or 36 foot wide street.
Underground utilities will be repaired or replaced. The project will begin in mid-May and
continue for approximately three and a half months. Adjacent property owners will be assessed
per the City’s street assessment policy at an interest rate of 5%. Property owners will have the
option to pay the assessment in full, pay 50% of the assessment and have the remainder go on
their real estate taxes or have all of the assessment go on their real estate taxes. The total project
is $1,405,000 and $218,000 will be assessed to adjacent property owners.

There were no public comments.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a
resolution ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering
advertisement for bids 9" Street SW (1%t Avenue to 6" Avenue SW), 10" Street SW (1% Avenue
SW to 6™ Avenue SW) and 11" Street SW (1t Avenue to 2" Avenue SW), Project 19102.
Carried 7-0.

A public hearing was held for street improvements on 6" Street NW (8" Avenue to 13" Avenue
NW) and 11" Avenue NW (4" Street to 8™ Street NW) Project 19103. Assistant City Engineer
Mitch Wenum stated the City will remove the existing road and curb & gutter and replace with a
34 foot wide street on 6 Street but 11" Avenue will not be widened. Underground utilities will
be repaired or replaced. The project will begin in mid-May and continue for approximately three
and a half months. Adjacent property owners will be assessed per the City’s street assessment
policy at an interest rate of 5%. Property owners will have the option to pay the assessment in
full, pay 50% of the assessment and have the remainder go on their real estate taxes or have all of
the assessment go on their real estate taxes. The total project is $1,175,000 and $215,000 will be
assessed to adjacent property owners.

There were no public comments.



Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a
resolution ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering
advertisement for bids 6™ Street NW (8" Avenue to 13" Avenue NW) and 11" Avenue NW (4%
Street to 8" Street NW). Project 19103. Carried 7-0.

A public hearing was held for street improvements on 6™ Street NE (30" Avenue to 36" Avenue
NE), Project 19106. Assistant City Engineer Mitch Wenum stated the City will remove the
existing road and replace with a widened asphalt street. The project will begin in May or June
and will take about a week. Adjacent property owners will be assessed per the City’s street
assessment policy at an interest rate of 5%. Property owners will have the option to pay the
assessment in full, pay 50% of the assessment and have the remainder go on their real estate
taxes or have all of the assessment go on their real estate taxes. The total project is $124,645 and
the entire cost will be assessed to adjacent property owners. The assessment cost was divided
according to the work provided to their property.

Mr. Lang stated the properties were annexed into the City in 2009 and were assessed for sanitary
sewer at that time. He stated that the roadways are not built to construction specifications to
withstand the City plow trucks. Mr. Lang stated the area should be brought up to City standards
at the property owner’s costs. The City’s regular assessment policy would apply the next time
the street was reconstructed.

Linda Hirsch stated she had a meeting with the residents and they are opposed to having a 100%
assessment to the residents. She stated the City knew the condition of the road when it was
annexed in 2009 and they have been paying City taxes since that time. She stated they want the
project but are opposed to the assessment amounts.

Paul Hirsch stated they were required to have the large lots due to being in the County prior to
annexation.

Mr. Lang stated the City is proposing a 22-foot-wide asphalt road with no curb and gutter, which
is the regular City standard for aroad. He stated if property owners are against the assessment
then the City doesn’t have to do the project this year. There is no underground work to be
completed with the project.

Jim Campbell, asked why the road is being upgraded now when they were annexed 9 years ago.

Mr. Lang recommended moving forward with the project and ironing out the assessment details
prior to the March 18" assessment hearing.

Jesse Dumais, 3103 6™ Street NE, spoke out against the full assessment.

Steve Decarlo, 3400 6™ Street NE, stated the lots are very large and the assessments are high for
each property owner.



Council Member-at-Large Austin stated the area was annexed was due to the necessity of the
sewer project for Lansing Township. That project cost was large at the time so the road project
was pushed back to a later date.

Council Member Fischer spoke in support of modifying the assessment.

Council Member Baskin stated he would like to look how the City has treated properties in a
similar situation.

Council Member King stated the City was focused on remedying the septic issues in the area
when the project was annexed.

Terry Fox noted that when the property was annexed some of the property was still in a
development stage.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a
resolution ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering
advertisement for bids 6" Street NE (30" Avenue to 36" Avenue NE) Project 19106. Carried 7-
0.

BID OPENING AND AWARD:

The City received bids for biosolids removal for 2019 and 2020. Public Works Director Steven
Lang stated the following bid was received:

Contractor Bid
Oyer Trucking & Pumping, LLC $698,400

Mr. Lang stated the contract would be for four sludge applications in the spring and fall of 2019
and 2020. He stated since there was only one bidder but the Council could reject the bid and try
to rebid the project. However, he recommended awarding the bid to Oyer Trucking & Pumping,
LLC.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, awarding the
bid for 2019 and 2020 biosolids removal to Oyer Trucking & Pumping, LLC. Carried 7-0.

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a
resolution setting public hearings for March 18, 2019 for street improvement project
assessments. Carried 7-0.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer,
adopting a resolution approving a premise permit gambling application for Desperate Tears,
Inc. at the B&J Bar and Grill subject to the termination of other onsite gambling leases.
Carried 7-0.



Administrative Services Director Tom Dankert requested the Council approve resolutions in
support of grant applications for pickleball courts and a poured in place playground surface.
Both grants are through the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources and would require a
50 percent local match.

Council Member-at-Large Austin stated both grant applications were recommended for
approval by the Park and Rec board.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta,
adopting a resolution authorizing the application for a MN DNR grant for pickleball courts.
Carried 7-0.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting
a resolution authorizing the application for a MN DNR grant for a poured in place surface
playground. Carried 7-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a site access agreement with
Minnesota Energy Resource Corp for additional cleanup at the former manufactured gas plant
site at the intersection of Oakland Avenue East and 4" Street SE.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a
resolution approving a revised access agreement for site clean-up work. Carried 7-0.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a
resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin. Carried 7-0.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, appointing Rita Srock
to the Planning Commission, term expiring December 31, 2021. Carried.

REPORTS

Council Member Baskin congratulated the Austin Packer Dance Team on making it to the State
finals.

Council Member Helle thanked the snow plow drivers and other City staff for their work during
the winter storms.

City Administrator Craig Clark stated David McKichan will be sworn in as the new police chief
on Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. in Council Chambers.

He stated that he testified before the House committee on an environmental bill as well as an
affordable housing bill. He also stated Governor Walz is proposing to increase LGA in the
proposed bill.



Steven Lang stated the City will be under a snow emergency as of 8:00 a.m. as of Wednesday,
February 20". Residents need to park on the even and odd sides based on the calendar. He
stated there will be ticketing and towing.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the
meeting to March 4, 2019. Carried.

Adjourned: 6:45 p.m.
Approved: March 4, 2019
Mayor:

City Recorder:




