
M I N U T E S 

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE WORK SESSION 

February 19, 2019 

City Hall Conference Room A 

 
PRESENT:    Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Laura Helle, Paul Fischer, 

Rebecca Waller, Jason Baskin, Joyce Poshusta Council Member-at-Large 

Jeff Austin 

 

ABSENT:  
 

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative Services Tom 

Dankert, Assistant City Engineer Mitch Wenum, Park Supervisor Randy 

Hofner, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Police Captain David 

McKichan and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

  

ALSO PRESENT:  Bonnie Reitz, Chris Weis, Honorary Council Member Rain Suereh, Austin 

Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm opened the meeting at 6:50 p.m.   

 

Item No. 1 – Tobacco Ordinance – Drug Taskforce 

 

Council Member King stated he is part of the Austin Drug Task Force and they are trying to cut 

down on the use of tobacco by young people.  They are proposing to increasing the age to 

purchase tobacco products from 18 to age 21.  

 

Bonnie Reitz stated the focus is on the youth to try and improve their health and futures.  She 

stated it has been shown to make a difference in cities that have passed the ordinances to increase 

the purchasing age to 21. 

 

Chris Weis reviewed the different chemicals and health effects of smoking and vaping.  She 

stated the flavors the products are offered are appealing to kids.  There is an increase in smoking 

for kids recently after a twenty-year decline. 

 

Ms. Reitz stated the State is also looking at a law change. 

 

Captain McKichan stated law enforcement is supportive of the change.  The increased age will 

further separate under age kids from getting the products. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, to direct the 

City Clerk to work with the City Attorney to draft a tobacco 21 ordinance.  Carried. 

 

The item will be on a future Council Meeting. 

 

Item No. 2 – Amending 2019 Park and Rec CIP 



 

Parks Supervisor Randy Hofner stated the boom truck is experiencing some issues when the lift 

is in the air and isn’t scheduled to be replaced until 2022.  He requested permission to amend the 

2019 CIP for the purchase of a new boom truck by pushing back some other purchases that were 

scheduled for 2019 and using some equipment fund balance.  Mr. Hofner reviewed the 

differences between the two proposed trucks and recommended the Duralift truck.  The Park 

Board recommended approval of the purchase of the Duralift Truck and the modification of the 

CIP at their February 6, 2019 meeting. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, amending the 2019 

CIP for the purchase of a new Duralift boom truck.  Carried. 

 

The item will be placed on the March 4, 2019 City Council Agenda.  

 

Item No. 3 – Stop Sign Request – 8th Avenue & 6th Street SW 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council install a stop sign on 8th Avenue SW 

at the 6th Street intersection.  He stated there was a recent accident at the intersection and there 

has been roughly an accident per year. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Baskin, approving the 

installation of a stop sign at 8th Avenue and 6th Street SW.  Carried. 

 

The item will be placed on the March 4, 2019 Council Agenda. 

 

Council Member Helle left at 7:17 p.m. 

 

Item No. 4 – Inflow and Infiltration Implementation Plan Update 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang provided an update to the inflow and infiltration (I&I) 

program for the SE sector of town.  The goal of the plan is to reduce the amount of rainwater that 

is going into the sanitary sewer system.  He stated the contractor, WHKS, inspected 1,526 

private sump pumps and beaver systems and found approximately 10% to be non-compliant.  

WHKS also completed inspection of 400 sanitary sewer manholes and found 15% to be leaking.  

City crews cleaned 107,000 feet of sanitary sewer to prepare it for inspection.  From that 

inspection, 40% of the sanitary sewer was rated as deficient.   

 

Mr. Lang stated beginning in September, properties that did not schedule an inspection or did not 

comply with sump pump upgrades were charged $100 a month as a penalty.   

 

Mr. Lang stated that WHKS has submitted a proposal in the amount of $259,350 for the south 

central/fairgrounds area for 2019.  The same type of inspections will be performed in this area.  

Mr. Lang recommended approval of the WHKS proposal. 

 

The item will be placed on the March 4, 2019 Council Agenda. 

 



Item No. 5 – Kehret Annexation Request 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated in 2017 the Kehret’s petitioned to 

annex 109 acres into the City.  City staff also recommended including an additional parcel 

owned by Mara Murphy.  The Council approved the annexation but it was later denied by 

Lansing Township. 

 

The City brought a second resolution to Lansing Township for Kehret annexation approval and 

that was also denied by the township even though it did not include the Murphy property.  The 

Lansing Township board wanted to keep the taxes from the property since there was no current 

development. 

 

Ms. Wallace recommended annexing the property by ordinance without the Lansing Township 

approval and establishing a rural taxing district for the undeveloped property with the Murphy 

property included in the annexation.  She stated it would be an advantage to having the property 

already annexed into the City to make the property more attractive by it already being within the 

City boundaries. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated there is a lot of infrastructure out in this area.  The 

property owner did not purchase the property for farming purposes, he purchased it for 

development purposes. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, recommending 

approval of the annexation of the Kehret and Murphy properties and the establishment of a rural 

taxing district.  Carried. 

 

The items will be placed on a future Council Agenda. 

 

Item No. 6 - Honorary Council Member Comments 

 

None. 

 

Item No. 7 – Administrative Report 

 

None. 

 

Item No. 8 - Open Discussion 

 

None. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adjourning the meeting 

at 7:39 p.m. 

 

 

 

 



Respectfully Submitted,  

 

______________________ 

Ann M. Kasel 

City Clerk 

 


