
  M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

March 4, 2019 

  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Laura Helle, Paul 

Fischer, Rebecca Waller, Jason Baskin, Joyce Poshusta, Council 

Member-at-Large Jeff Austin 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, Police Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec 

Director Kim Underwood, Planning and Zoning Administrator 

Holly Wallace, Assistant City Engineer Mitch Wenum, City 

Attorney Craig Byram and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Jack Wilson, John Shatek, Honorary Council Member Rain 

Suereh, Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the 

agenda.   Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, approving the Council 

minutes from February 19, 2019.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 

 

Licenses: 

 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  United Catholic Schools Foundation on May 4, 2019 

 Food:  Hobby Lobby:  1701 18th Avenue NW 

  

 Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills. 

b. Credit Card Report. 

 

 

Carried.  

 



PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A public hearing was held to review a tax abatement application from New Horizon Homes, 

LLC.  City Administrator Craig Clark stated New Horizon Homes proposed to build a single 

family residence at 2011 12th Avenue NE.  Mr. Clark recommended Council approval. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, adopting a 

resolution approving a tax abatement application from New Horizon Homes, LLC.  Carried 7-0. 

 

A public hearing was held to review a tax abatement application from Katherine F. Shapinski.  

City Administrator Craig Clark stated Ms. Shapinski is proposing to build a single family 

residence at 1302 29th Street SW.  Mr. Clark recommended Council approval. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin , adopting a 

resolution approving a tax abatement application from Katherine F. Shapinski.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, setting the 

Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting for April 29, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. and appointing the 

following citizens to the Board of Appeal and Equalization: Peggy Young – at-large; Dennis 

Schminke – 1st ward;  Taggert Medgaarden – 2nd ward; and Ariana Hinks – 3rd ward.  Carried. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve 2018 budget 

carryovers.  These are items that were not spent in 2018 and each department has made a request 

for individual items to be moved to the 2019 budget for purchase.  Mr. Dankert requested an 

additional $30,000 from the General Fund for exterior lighting at the Library. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution approving budget adjustment number 1 – 2018 carryovers.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested Council approve the installation of a stop sign at 

the corner of 8th Avenue and 6th Street SW.  Mr. Lang stated there have been accidents at the 

intersection and recommended the placement of a stop sign to control traffic. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving a stop 

sign request for 8th Avenue & 6th Street SW.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated that WHKS has submitted a proposal in the amount of 

$259,350 for the continuation of the I & I sump pump inspection program the south 

central/fairgrounds area for 2019.  Mr. Lang recommended approval of the WHKS proposal. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting 

a resolution approving a proposal from WHKS for 2019 sanitary sewer I & I reduction 

project.  Carried 7-0. 

 



City Administrator Craig Clark recommended awarding performance pay for the Director of 

Administrative Services for his exceptional service and expertise to the City of Austin. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution approving performance pay for the Director of Administrative Services.  Carried 

7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a 

resolution accepting 2019 flower donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City has received a large volume of snow this year 

and there is a need to continue alternate side parking to clear space for traffic and emergency 

vehicles.  Therefore, he requested the Council pass an emergency parking ordinance which 

would extend the alternate odd/even parking for 30 days.   Mr. Lang stated this would not 

include the downtown areas.   

 

Jack Wilson had concerns about garbage trucks not going to make garbage pickups in the alleys.   

 

Mr. Lang stated that they garbage companies are going to do pickups on the street and not in the 

alleys.  He added that people need to notch out a spot in their snowbanks for their garbage cans. 

 

Chief McKichan stated the City has received an incredible amount of snow and residents need to 

park on one side of the street for driving access.  He stated that the City has reached out through 

many outlets to inform the public. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, for 

preparation of the emergency ordinance.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, for 

adoption and publication of the emergency ordinance.  Carried 7-0. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

John Shatek, 405 7th Street SW, stated he owns Adam and Eve hairstyling located at 111 North 

Main Street Suite #105.  He stated he would like the City to consider removing the 2 hours 

parking restriction between Main Street and 1st Street SW on 1st Avenue to accommodate clients 

in the 100 building. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Helle stated she thinks the street department is doing a good job. 

 

Council Member-at- Large Austin stated the Park and Rec board is currently working on 

selecting the candidate for the new director.  

 



City Administrator Craig Clark stated he will be testifying in the Minnesota House for a hearing 

on child care. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the 

meeting to March 18, 2019.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    6:03 p.m.   

  

Approved:    March 18, 2019  

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


