
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

March 18, 2019 

  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, 

Rebecca Waller, Jason Baskin, Joyce Poshusta Council Member-

at-Large Jeff Austin 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Laura Helle 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, Police Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec 

Director Kim Underwood, Planning and Zoning Administrator 

Holly Wallace, Assistant City Engineer Mitch Wenum, City 

Attorney Craig Byram and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Honorary Council Member Rain Suereh, Austin Daily Herald, 

Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda.   

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the 

Council minutes from March 4, 2019.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

Licenses: 

 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austin Area Chamber of Commerce on July 4, 2019 

 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Dutchtown Jumpers on June 15, 2019 

 Food:  Papa Murphy’s Take N’ Bake Pizza, 402 1st Avenue SW 

 Taxicab Driver:  Maelynn Drenth, 1015 4th Avenue NE 

 Taxicab Driver:  Miguel Lopez, 200 4th Street SE 

 Shuttle Driver:  David Hunn, 702 36th Drive SW 

 Sign Installer:  DeMars Signs, Inc., Coon Rapids 

 

Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills. 



b. Investment Report. 

c. Obang Ogewalli, 307 27th Street SW, Apt 3.  The matter has been forwarded to 

the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 

d. MJ O’Connor, 1507 14th Street NE.  The matter has been forwarded to the City 

Attorney to protect the City’s interest.    

 

Event Applications: 

 Stepping Out for Autism Walk on April 14, 2019  

 

Carried.  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A public hearing was held to review a tax abatement application from Bigelow and Lennon 

Construction.  City Administrator Craig Clark stated they are proposing to build a single-family 

residence at 2007 12th Avenue NE with an estimated value of $253,100. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a resolution 

approving a tax abatement application from Bigleow and Lennon Construction.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Public hearings were held to review two tax abatement applications from Sean 

Selmecki/Midwest Cabinetry & Millwork, LLC.  City Administrator Craig Clark stated they are 

proposing to build two single family residences at 1311 18th Drive NE and 1300 18th Drive NE. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting a resolution 

approving a tax abatement application from Sean Selmecki/Midwest Cabinetry & Millwork, 

LLC for the property located at 1300 18th Drive NE.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a resolution 

approving a tax abatement application from Sean Selmecki/Midwest Cabinetry & Millwork, 

LLC for the property located at 1311 18th Drive NE.  Carried 6-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for street improvement assessments for 14th Street SE (4th Avenue SE 

to North of 1st Avenue SE) Project 18101.  The amount to be assessed is $97,607.49 at 5% for 15 

years.   Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the specific details of each project were 

presented at the February 18, 2019 improvement hearings and notices were mailed to each 

property owner with the exact assessment amount and payment options.    

 

There were no comments and there were no written or oral objections. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

declaring the cost of Project 18101.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting resolution 

adopting the assessment roll for Project 18101.  Carried 6-0. 

 



A public hearing was held for street improvement assessments for 9th Street SW (1st Avenue SW 

to 6th Avenue SW), 10th Street SW (1st Avenue SW to 6th Avenue SW) and 11th Street SW (1st 

Avenue SW to 2nd Avenue SW), Project 19102.  The amount to be assessed is $218,046.62 at 5% 

for 15 years.   Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the specific details of each project were 

presented at the February 18, 2019 improvement hearings and notices were mailed to each 

property owner with the exact assessment amount and payment options.    

 

There were no comments and there were no written or oral objections. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution 

declaring the cost of Project 19102.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

adopting the assessment roll for Project 19102.  Carried 6-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for street improvement assessments for 6th Street NW (8th Avenue 

NW to 13th Avenue NW) and 11th Avenue NW (4th Street NW to 8th Street NW), Project 19103.  

The amount to be assessed is $214,615.60 at 5% for 15 years.   Public Works Director Steven 

Lang stated the specific details of each project were presented at the February 18, 2019 

improvement hearings and notices were mailed to each property owner with the exact assessment 

amount and payment options.    

 

There were no comments and there were no written or oral objections. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

declaring the cost of Project 19103.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting a resolution 

adopting the assessment roll for Project 19103.  Carried 6-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for street improvement assessments for Oakland Place SE (10th Street 

SE to 11th Street SE), Project 19105.  The amount to be assessed is $13,423.43 at 5% for 15 

years.   Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the specific details of each project were 

presented at the February 18, 2019 improvement hearings and notices were mailed to each 

property owner with the exact assessment amount and payment options.    

 

There were no comments and there were no written or oral objections. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

declaring the cost of Project 19105.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a resolution 

adopting the assessment roll for Project 19105.  Carried 6-0. 

 



Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, continuing the public 

hearing until April 1, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. for 6th Street NE (30th Avenue NE to 36th Avenue NE), 

Project 19106.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

setting the final assessment public hearing until April 1, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. for 6th Street NE (30th 

Avenue NE to 36th Avenue NE), Project 19106.  Carried 6-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

Fire Chief Jim McCoy requested the Council accept a hazardous materials preparedness 

grant in the amount of $3,100 for firefighter training. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution accepting a Hazardous Materials Preparedness Grant.  Carried 6-0. 
 
Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve the City’s participation in the 

annual electronics recycling event on May 11, 2019 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Mower County 

Fairgrounds.  He stated it has been a very successful event in the community to promote 

electronic recycling.  He added that the City allocates $500 for advertising for the event. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the 2019 

electronics recycling event for May 11, 2019.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace requested the Council approve the Northwest 

Park Subdivision Plat.  The land was inadvertently deeded to the property owner to the north 

with the sale of that property and now needs to be platted and returned to the City.  The Planning 

Commission reviewed the matter at their March 12, 2019 meeting and recommended approval by 

an 8-0 vote. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a 

resolution approving a plat for Northwest Park Subdivision.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a parking appeal from Nathan 

Stencil and the Burton J. Plehal Trust.  The owners of the property are requesting an exception to 

the normally required number of parking stalls for the apartment complex they are building.  

They requested to have 135 spaces instead of the required 185 spaces.  The Planning 

Commission reviewed the matter at their March 12, 2019 meeting and recommended approval by 

an 8-0 vote. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving a 

parking appeal from Nathan Stencil and the Burton J. Plehal Trust.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council set the annual stormwater public 

informational meeting for April 27, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. at the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center. 

 



Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, setting the annual 

stormwater public informational meeting for April 27, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Baskin congratulated the Austin High School boys and girls basketball teams 

for making to the state tournament.    

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated Kevin Nelson has been hired as the new Park and 

Recreation Director. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adjourning the meeting 

to April 1, 2019.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    5:50 p.m.   

  

Approved:    April 1, 2019   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


