
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

April 1, 2019 

  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, 

Rebecca Waller, Laura Helle, Jason Baskin, Joyce Poshusta 

Council Member-at-Large Jeff Austin 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, Police Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec 

Director Kim Underwood, Planning and Zoning Administrator 

Holly Wallace, City Attorney Craig Byram and City Clerk Ann 

Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Terry Fox, Jim Campbell, Honorary Council Member Rain Suereh, 

Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Added to the agenda: 

 

(mot) 20. Granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the  

  removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 1904 22nd Drive SW, Mitchell  

  Property. 

 

(res) 22. Approving a grant application on behalf of the Nature Center.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Helle, approving the agenda as 

amended.   Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the Council 

minutes from March 18, 2019.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

Licenses: 

 Excavation:  Jordan Drilling Solutions, LLC, Eagan  

 Excavation:  W. Lorentz & Sons Construction, Mankato 



 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Marcusen Park Baseball Association on September 1, 2019 

 Taxi Cab Driver:  Irma Diego Pedro, 805 5th Avenue NE 

 Temporary Food:  Minnesota Southbound Rollers on May 11 & September 14, 2019 

 

Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Financial and Credit Card Reports. 

c. Amy Hoium, 811 5th Avenue NE.  The matter was forwarded to the 

City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 

d. Tom Enfield, 702 11th Street NE.  The matter was forwarded to the 

City Attorney to protect the City’s interest.    

e. Gene Novak & Jan Borg, 1611 4th Avenue SE.  The matter was 

forwarded to the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest.   

f. Tom Wuertz, 701 19th Street SW. The matter was forwarded to the 

City Attorney to protect the City’s interest.   

 

Event Applications: 

 Farmers Market – Mondays and Thursdays from 3:00 – 6:30, May  

 through October, 2019 

 

Carried.  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A public hearing was held for street improvement assessments on 6th Street NE (30th Avenue NE 

to 36th Avenue NE), Project 19106.  The amount to be assessed is $117,717.90 at 5% for 15 

years.   Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the specific details of the project were 

presented at the February 18, 2019 improvement hearings and notices were mailed to each 

property owner with the exact assessment amount and payment options. 

 

He stated part of the roadway is gravel and the other portion of the roadway is paved with two 

inches of asphalt pavement.  Neither section of the road is up to City standards.  The City is 

proposing to assess the adjacent property owners 100% of the cost of the project due to the fact 

that the roadway was not up to specifications when the area was annexed into the City. 

  

Mr. Lang noted the City has received two written objections from property owners on the 

project. 

 

He noted the Council could pass a resolution declaring the costs as noticed to the homeowners; 

the Council could pass a resolution declaring a cost to the homeowners at lesser cost; or could 

pass a motion cancelling the project for this year.  The project then would be scheduled in the 

CIP at a later date. 

 

Terry Fox, 3402 6th Street NE, stated the City annexed the properties in the area with the road in 

subpar condition and therefore the homeowners shouldn’t have the pay the full assessment cost. 

He stated he is in favor of the project going forward with a lesser assessment amount. 



 

Jim Campbell, 3201 6th Street NE, stated he was opposed to the assessment at this time and 

would like the Council to push the assessment out a number of years. 

 

Mr. Lang stated there were two property owners with a total of four lots that have objected to the 

project.  Those two property owners were Harold and Janice Deye and Paul Hirsch.  

 

Council Member King spoke in favor of assessing the project at 100% this year. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Helle, to move forward with 

project 19106 as presented with 100% of the project costs being assessed to adjacent property 

owners.  Motion failed 2-5 with Council Members Fischer, Poshusta, Baskin, Waller and 

Council Member-at-Large Austin voting nay. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, to cancel project 

19106 and put back in the CIP for future years.  Carried 6-1 with Council Member Helle voting 

nay. 

 

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS 

 

The City received bids for 14th Street SE asphalt street reconstruction.  The following bids were 

received: 

  

 Contractor    Bid 

 Ulland Brothers, Inc.   $410,672.15 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the work will consist of pavement removal, sanitary 

and storm sewer improvements, asphalt paving and sidewalk replacement.  He recommended 

awarding the bid to Ulland Brothers, Inc. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, awarding the bid for 

14th Street SE asphalt street reconstruction to Ulland Brothers, Inc.  Carried 7-0. 

 

The City received bids for 9th Street, 10th Street and 11th Street SW asphalt street reconstruction.  

The following bids were received: 

  

 Contractor    Bid 

 Hansen Hauling & Excavating, Inc. $1,440,492.50 

 Ulland Brothers, Inc.   $1,498,078.50 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the work will consist of pavement removal, sanitary 

and storm sewer improvements, asphalt paving and sidewalk replacement.  He recommended 

awarding the bid to Hansen Hauling & Excavating, Inc. 

 



Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Waller, awarding the bid for 9th 

Street, 10th Street and 11th Street SW asphalt street reconstruction to Hansen Hauling & 

Excavating, Inc.  Carried 7-0. 

 

The City received bids for asbestos abatement at 107 Oakland Avenue West.  The following bids 

were received: 

  

 Contractor Base Bid Alt # 1 Alt # 2 Total    

 Twell Environmental $28,528 $1,460 $1,920 $31,908 

 Safe Air Systems, LLC $14,400 $16,000 $4,700 $35,100 

 ECCO Midwest, Inc. $16,786 $15,320 $3,094 $35,200 

 Mavo Systems $33,700 $1,850 $9,500 $45,050 

 Environmental Plant Services  Incomplete Bid 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated work will consist of removal of all the asbestos in the 

building.  He recommended awarding the bid to Twell Environmental.  He noted this bid would 

be awarded subject to the successful purchase of the property by the City of Austin.   

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member King, awarding the bid for 

14th Street SE asphalt street reconstruction to Twell Environmental, subject to the successful 

purchase of the property by the City of Austin.   Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated the Council reviewed this matter at 

the last work session and requested the Council to fund the fundraising until the pickleball 

club can raise the funds on their own. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a 

resolution approving the Parks and Recreation grant application and to serve as a backstop 

for funding in the event the pickleball participants are not able to raise the full $14,500 (out 

of Contingency).  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City has received a grant to construct a trail 

along Turtle Creek from 4th Street SW to Bustad Park.  Due to the location of the trail, the 

DNR requires a Phase 1 archeological survey to be completed prior to construction.  The 

City has received a bid in the amount of $2,433.52 from Bear Creek Archeology, Inc. for the 

survey.    

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution approving a contract with Bear Creek Archeology for a Turtle Creek trail 

archeological study.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council renew a farm lease with VS 

Family Farms, LLC for 2019 and 2020.  He noted that the City pays the real estate taxes and 

not the lessee.   



 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a 

resolution approving a farm lease with VS Family Farms, LLC.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang presented a feasibility study for the removal of the 

Baldwin Lift Station and 6th Avenue NW mill and overlay project.  He stated the lift station 

is in very poor condition and will need to be removed with new gravity sanitary sewer 

installed.  Sixth Avenue NW will also need a mill and overlay.  The cost for both projects is 

estimated to be $980,000. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Baskin, approving a 

feasibility study for the Baldwin Lift Station Removal and 6th Avenue NW mill and overlay 

project.  Carried. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council amend the 

investment interest policy to allow for a $300,000 minimum allocation through December 

31, 2019 due to lower interest rates.   
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution amending the investment interest allocation policy.  Carried 7-0. 

 

The Council reviewed an amended tobacco ordinance which would increase the minimum age of 

purchase tobacco to 21 years of age.  Police Chief David McKichan stated it is a public health 

issue with trying to decrease underage access to the products.   
 
Council Member Basking stated he supports the ordinance to reduce youth access to tobacco. 
 
Council Member Poshusta stated she supports the ordinance because 95% of adult smokers begin 
before age 18. 
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, for preparation of the 

tobacco ordinance.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a 

resolution for adoption of the tobacco ordinance.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, allowing for summary 

publication of the ordinance.   Carried 7-0. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a 

resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council authorize the City 

be the fiscal agent for donations for the Governor’s Pheasant Opener. 

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, authorizing the 

City be the fiscal agent for the 2019 Governor’s Pheasant Opener.  Carried. 

 



City Clerk Ann Kasel stated the City is partnering with Mower County to form a Complete 

Count Committee for the 2020 census.  The purpose of the Complete Count Committee is to 

encourage local response to the census in the community.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a 

resolution in support of the 2020 Census.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution declaring the garage at 1019 8th Avenue NE a hazardous structure.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a 

resolution declaring the house at 1012 2nd Avenue NE a hazardous structure.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 1016 2nd Avenue NE, Arguella Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 408 8th Avenue SE, Ernst Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1406 4th Street SE, Hanson Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1011 9th Avenue SW, Edge Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1010 9th Avenue SW, Motl Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 904 9th Avenue SW, Ruble Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 710 2nd Ave SW, Raygor Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 311 1st Street SE, Evergreen Ventures Property.  Carried. 

 



Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1212 5th Avenue NW, Nolta Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1921 5th Avenue NE, Llanos/Mena Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 503 8th Avenue SE, Wakefield Property. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1904 22nd Drive SW, Mitchell Property.  Carried. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve a development agreement with 

Austin Development Group, LLC for the developer’s obligations to provide a road extension on 

16th Avenue NW.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Helle, approving a development 

agreement with Austin Hotel Group, LLC.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood requested the Council approve a grant 

application to the State of Minnesota on behalf of the Nature Center for an additional intern for 

2020, 2021 and 2022.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving a grant 

application on behalf of the Nature Center.  Carried 7-0. 

 

HONORARY COUNCIL MEMBER 

 

Honorary Council Member Rain Suereh stated the annual Taste of Nations event will be held at 

Packer Arena on April 6th from 11-2 pm. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Library Director Julie Clinefelter stated there will be a community literacy event from 10-12 

p.m. on March 6th and a big band dance at the Terp Ballroom from 7-9 p.m. that day also. 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel stated the referendum election will be held on April 9th and voting will be 

from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.  City residents will vote in their usual sites but the township residents will 

be pulled into the City for voting.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to April 15, 2019.  Carried. 



 

Adjourned:    6:31 p.m.   

  

Approved:    April 15, 2019   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


