MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
April 15, 2019
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer,
Rebecca Waller, Laura Helle, Jason Baskin, Joyce Poshusta
Council Member-at-Large Jeff Austin

MEMBERS ABSENT:

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative
Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire
Chief Jim McCoy, Police Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec
Director Kim Underwood, Planning and Zoning Administrator
Holly Wallace, City Attorney Craig Byram, Library Director Julie
Clinefelter, Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann,
Incoming Park and Recreation Director Kevin Nelson and City
Clerk Ann Kasel

OTHERS PRESENT: Honorary Council Member Rain Suereh, Austin Daily Herald,
Public

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
Added to the agenda:

(res) 21. Declaring the first Saturday in October each year as International Migratory Bird
Day in the City of Austin.

(res) 22. Approving a labor agreement addendum for the Police Supervisor’s group to
participate in a healthcare savings plan.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, approving the
agenda as amended. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the
Council minutes from April 1, 2019. Carried.

AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS AND REPORTS

Mayor Stiehm read a proclamation declaring April 29, 2019 as Arbor Day and May 2019 as
Arbor Month.



Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood stated the City received a plaque for being a
“Tree City USA” city for 40 consecutive years in 2018.

CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by Council Member Helle, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving the
consent agenda as follows:

Licenses:
Cab Driver: Francisco Gomez, 1914 4t Avenue NE
Concrete: JC Masonry, LLC, Hollandale
Concrete: Wagner Construction Company, PO Box 698
Excavation: Jensen Excavating & Trucking, LLC, Albert Lea
Food: Lou’s Sweet Treats: 708 14" Street NE
Taxi Driver: Michael Grant, 1015 4t Avenue NE
Tree Service: AC Tree Service, LLC, Rochester

Claims:
a. Pre-list of bills
b. Financial and Investment Reports.

Event Applications:
Mental Health Awareness Walk on May 17, 2019

Carried.
BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS

The City received bids for 6t" Street NE asphalt street reconstruction. The following bids were
received:

Contractor Bid
Ulland Brothers, Inc. $133,592.50
Rochester Sand & Gravel $139,335.15

Public Works Director Steven Lang recommended rejecting all bids for the project and placing
the project back in the 5-year Capital Improvement Plan.

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member King, rejecting all bids for the
6" Street NE street construction project and placing the project back in the 5-year Capital
Improvement Plan. Carried.

The City received bids for the seasonal supply of bituminous materials. The following bids were
received:

Contractor Base Bid Mileage Total



Ulland Brothers, Inc. $241,785 $35,820 $277,695
Rochester Sand $243,000 $50,400 $293,400
& Gravel

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the bids are based on material costs plus mileage in
one direction from the asphalt plant to the City of Austin. He recommended awarding the bid to
Ulland Brothers, Inc.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, awarding the bid for
the seasonal supply of bituminous materials to Ulland Brothers, Inc. Carried 7-0.

The City received bids for street reconstruction on 61" Street & 11t Avenue NW. The following
bid was received:

Contractor Bid
Ulland Brothers, Inc. $1,344,500.75

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the work will consist of pavement removal, sanitary
and storm sewer improvements, asphalt paving and sidewalk replacement. He recommended
awarding the bid to Ulland Brothers, Inc.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Waller, awarding the bid for the
6t Street & 111" Avenue NW asphalt street reconstruction project to Ulland Brothers, Inc.
Carried 7-0.

The City received bids for the removal of the Baldwin Lift Station and 6t Avenue NW mill and
overlay. The following bids were received:

Contractor Bid

Elcor Construction $ 740,247.50
Crow River Construction $ 978,202.50
R & R Excavating, inc. $1,050,564.89

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the work will consist of removal of the Baldwin Lift
Station, construction of a new gravity sanitary sewer main and the mill and overlay of 61" Avenue
NW. He recommended awarding the bid to Elcor Construction.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Waller, awarding the bid for the
removal of the Baldwin Lift Station and mill and overlay of 6" Avenue NW to Elcor
Construction. Carried 7-0.

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated work is ongoing for the demolition of the low rate
filter building. During demolition an additional footing wall and discharge pipe was found
that was not identified in the original bid. Mr. Lang stated the City worked with the



contractor for a change order in the amount of $22,500 for the additional work. The change
order will result in a new total project cost of $209,000. Mr. Lang recommended approving
the change order with Koch, Inc.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a
resolution approving change order #1 with Koch, Inc. on the low rate filter building
demolition contract. Carried 7-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City has leased the undeveloped portions of the
Cook Farm site for many years to Kevin Finley. He stated they have developed a lease for 2019-
2020 at a total rate of $27,025.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a
resolution approving a farm lease for the Cook Farm with Kevin Finley. Carried 7-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City leases a 32 acre parcel south of the
airport, known as the Anderson Farm. He stated the City has developed a lease with Loucks
Farms for 2019-2020 for $5,440.

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a
resolution approving a farm lease for the Anderson Farm with Loucks Farms. Carried 7-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested authorization to sell a 2001 Chevrolet Pickup
and a 5000 watt Multifuel Generator at public auction.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving the
sale of Public Works equipment. Carried.

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City demolished part of the Imhoff building in
the 1990s. Koch, Inc. is a contractor that is currently on site demolishing another building at
the Waste Water Treatment Plant and they have provided a proposal in the amount of
$107,000 with an addition $65 a cubic yard for unexpected concrete lying on or around the
structure. Mr. Lang stated it would be a great advantage to have the building removed for
future development.

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a
resolution approving a contract with Koch, Inc. for the removal of the Imhoff Building at the
Waste Water Treatment Plant. Carried 7-0.

Administrative Services Director Tom Dankert requested the Council pass a motion waving
the audit requirement for Blazing Star Trail account since the only account activity was
$7.04 of interest earned. The account is held with the City of Albert Lea and their Council
also approved the waiver.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, waiving the
annual audit for the Blazing Star Trail. Carried.



Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood requested permission to sell temporary outfield
fence panels that the department no longer uses.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the
sale of an outfield temporary fence. Carried.

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a sign appeal requested by
Innovative Signs o/b/o Campus View Suites, LLC. She stated the property owner would like to
add additional signage to the property to clearly identify the property and location of the office.
The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at their April 10, 2019 meeting and
recommended approval by a 7-0 vote.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving a sign
appeal from Innovative Signs o/b/o Campus View Suites, LLC. Carried.

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated the sign appeal requested by Innovative
Signs o/b/o Scott Swelland has been resolved and no Council review is needed.

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve a settlement agreement with
Danny R. Ruroden.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a
resolution approving a settlement agreement and general release for Danny R. Ruroden.
Carried 7-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a feasibility report for
sanitary sewer improvements in Bandshell Park. He stated that there are high amounts of
groundwater infiltration into the sanitary sewer system in the area.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving a
feasibility report for the Bandshell Park sanitary sewer improvement project. Carried 7-0.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing the
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally
stored vehicles at 1024 2" Avenue NE, Kahn Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing the
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally
stored vehicles at 1209 4t Avenue NW, Garcia Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing the
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally
stored vehicles at 1208 5" Avenue NW, Matter Property. Carried.



Parks and Recreation Director Kim Underwood requested the Council support and approve an
application for Austin to be a Bird City and declare the first Saturday in October as International
Migratory Bird day.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a
resolution declaring the first Saturday in October each year as International Migratory Bird Day
in the City of Austin. Carried 7-0.

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested the Council approve a resolution for the
Police Supervisor’s Union to participate in the health care savings plan program.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution,
approving a labor agreement addendum for the Police Supervisor’s group to participate in a
healthcare savings plan. Carried 7-0.

REPORTS

City Administrator Craig Clark stated Governor Walz came to the City on Saturday and he is
also visiting the Waste Water Treatment Plant on Tuesday. He also introduced Kevin Nelson as
future Park and Rec Director.

Library Director Julie Clinefelter stated the Friends of the Library are accepting donations for the
book sale.

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting
to April 15, 2019. Carried.

Adjourned: 558 p.m.
Approved: April 15, 2019
Mayor:

City Recorder:







