
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

June 17, 2019 

  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, 

Rebecca Waller, Laura Helle, Jason Baskin, Joyce Poshusta 

Council Member-at-Large Jeff Austin 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, Police Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec 

Director Kevin Nelson, City Attorney Craig Byram, Library 

Director Julie Clinefelter and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Honorary Council Member Solomon Paul (5:31 p.m.), Steve Kime, 

Austin Daily Herald, KAUS Radio, Post Bulletin, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Added to the Agenda: 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

 4.  Licenses: 

  Movable Business:  The Mudd Pie Factory, LLC, 809 19th Street SW 

  Movable Business:  Peppered Cow, 601 E Park Avenue, Albert Lea  

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Helle, approving the agenda as 

amended.   Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Baskin, approving the Council 

minutes from June 3, 2019.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Helle, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

Licenses: 

 Sign Installer:  M&M Signs, Inc., Mankato 

  Movable Business:  The Mudd Pie Factory, LLC, 809 19th Street SW 

  Movable Business:  Peppered Cow, 601 E Park Avenue, Albert Lea  



 

 

Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Investment Report. 

 

Carried.  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A public hearing was held for the Council to review a request for a five-year housing tax 

abatement for Lakeside Properties, LLC.  They are proposing to build a single-family home at 

1501 18th Avenue SW.  The amount of the proposed abatement is $6,500. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Baskin, approving a five-year 

housing tax abatement for Lakeside Properties, LLC.  Carried 7-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for licenses for held by the Hiawatha Bar.  City Clerk Ann Kasel 

stated the State of Minnesota informed the City that Karena Tufte dba Hiawatha Bar no longer 

holds a State food and beverage license.  The State license is a requirement for the City’s liquor 

and food licenses.  Ms. Kasel requested the Council revoke the hard liquor on-sale, Sunday hard 

liquor on-sale and food licenses for Karena Tufte dba Hiawatha Bar.   

 

The license holder was not in attendance at the public hearing. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Helle, revoking the hard liquor 

on-sale, Sunday hard liquor on-sale and food licenses for Karena Tufte dba Hiawatha Bar.  

Carried 7-0. 

 

BID OPENING AND AWARD 

 

The City received bids for airport hangar roof resurfacing.  The following bids were received: 

 

 Contractor   Bid 

 South Central Roofing Co. $163,800 

 Allweather Roof  Incomplete Bid 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the project will be funded 70% though a MnDOT 

Aeronautics grant and the remainder from the City of Austin.  He recommended awarding the 

bid to South Central Roofing Company contingent upon the execution of the State Grant 

agreement. 

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member King, awarding the bid for 

airport hangar roof resurfacing to South Central Roofing Co., contingent upon the execution of 

the State Grant agreement.  Carried 7-0. 

 



Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a grant from MnDOT 

Aeronautics for the Airport Hangar Roof Resurfacing. The grant would pay for 70% of the 

project or up to $133,560.  The City would provide the remaining funds for the project. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving a grant 

with MnDOT Aeronautics for the Airport Hangar Resurfacing.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel reviewed proposed liquor ordinance changes for community events.  She 

stated the changes would allow alcohol to be consumed on public property.  She stated this was 

the second reading of the ordinance because it failed to pass on the first reading due to lack of a 

unanimous vote of all Council members present. 

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, for preparation of 

the ordinance.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, for adoption 

and publication of the ordinance.  Carried 6-0 with Council Member Helle abstaining. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council grant an extension to the cable television 

franchise agreement through December 31, 2019. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a 

resolution granting a cable tv franchise extension agreement.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Administrative Services Director Tom Dankert stated the legislature and Governor recently 

passed the 2019 Omnibus Pension Bill and Tax Bill which included language resolving the 

City’s fire state aid issue.  The bill allowed the City to allocate state fire aid as it had done in the 

past.  The City Council is required to pass a resolution authorizing the law in order for it to be 

effective. Mr. Dankert thanked Senator Sparks, Representative Poppe and Fire Chief McCoy for 

their hard work on the matter. 
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting a 

resolution authorizing Minnesota Laws 2019, Chapter 8, Article 4, Section 12.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a routine maintenance 

agreement with the State of Minnesota for Highway 105.  The agreement would be a two-year 

extension with a 3% increase each year for the maintenance agreement.   
 
Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a 

resolution approving a maintenance agreement with the State of Minnesota for Highway 

105.  Carried 7-0. 
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting a 

resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 

 



Parks and Recreation Director Kevin Nelson requested Council authorization to donate 

surplus softball fence to a local non-profit.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving 

a donation of softball fencing.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a 

resolution declaring the property at 1005 9th Street NW a hazardous property.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution declaring the garage at 1208 5th Avenue NW a hazardous structure.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 815 19th Street SW, Dune Acquisition Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1712 2nd Avenue SE, Nelson Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 609 1st Avenue SW, RPD Properties.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Baskin, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 811 19th Street SW, Deters Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1105 14th Avenue NE, Bublitz Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 809 3rd Avenue NE, Fernando Property.  Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Steve Kime stated he is working on a new bike sharing program with Koloni bike share 

company.  He stated the bikes are checked out by credit card and there is software that tracks 

where the bike is located.  He proposed six bikes for the pilot program that would be located near 

the Spam Museum.  The bikes typically cost $1,500 each but Mr. Kime stated he could get them 

for $490.  The pilot program would be funded through grants from SHIP and Mayo along with 

private donations.   

 

After additional discussion, moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member 

Helle, in support of the Koloni bike share program.  Carried.   



REPORTS 

 

Council Member Baskin thanked City staff for all the information and meetings for the 2020 

budget process.  He also congratulated Jon Erichson in his retirement from the position of 

Housing and Redevelopment Authority Director and congratulated Taggert Medgaarden as the 

new director. 

 

Council Member Helle stated there will be a free concert at the Paramount Theater on Monday, 

June 24th with Salsa del Sol.  She also noted the routine items that the Council completes in 

every meeting that have a big impact on the City and savings for taxpayers.  

 

Council Member King distributed the annual report for the Austin Positive Action Coalition.  

 

Library Director Julie Clinefelter thanked everyone for attending and help with 4th Avenue Fest 

and the unity project.   

 

HONORARY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 

 

Honorary Council Member Solomon Paul stated he is stepping down from executive director 

position at the Welcome Center.  He stated he is learning a lot about government through his 

time with the Council. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, adjourning 

the meeting to July 1, 2019.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    6:10 p.m.   

  

Approved:    July 1, 2019   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


