
M I N U T E S 

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE WORK SESSION 

June 17, 2019 

City Hall Council Chambers 

 
PRESENT:    Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, Rebecca 

Waller, Jason Baskin, Joyce Poshusta, Laura Helle, Council Member-at-

Large Jeff Austin 

 

ABSENT: 
 

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative Services Tom 

Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Parks and Recreation 

Director Kevin Nelson, Fire Chief Jim McCoy, Police Chief David 

McKichan and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

  

ALSO PRESENT:  Valerie Schminke, Post Bulletin, KAUS Radio, Austin Daily Herald, 

Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm opened the meeting at 6:16 p.m.   

 

Item No. 1 – Stop Sign Request   

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang provided additional information about the stop sign request 

for 9th Avenue & 27th Street SW.  Mr. Lang stated that about 1/3rd of the intersections in town are 

uncontrolled.  Mr. Lang provided sight distances at different intersections around town.  Mr. 

Lang recommended that no traffic control device be placed at the intersection.  He stated if 

Council did recommend a stop sign, he would recommend the north-south traffic be stopped. 

 

Valarie Schminke, 2081 9th Avenue SW, stated that she collected 62 signatures in support of the 

stop sign and that many of her neighbors are in support of a stop sign.  She urged the Council to 

support the stop sign.  

 

Council Member Baskin stated he drives this area quite a bit and spoke in support of stop signs at 

the intersection. 

 

Council Member Helle stated she does not support the stop sign because the data does not show 

a need for the stop sign.  She added that she agrees with the engineer’s process for evaluating 

stop signs and that it is equitable to the community.  

 

Council Member King stated he felt like there should be a stop sign in the area. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Baskin, in favor of a stop sign 

at the intersection of 9th Avenue & 27th Street SW.  Motion failed 2-5 with Council Members 

Fischer, Waller, Helle, Poshusta and Council Member-at-Large Austin voting nay. 

 



No additional Council action needed. 

 

Item No. 2 – Turtle Creek EAW 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City is working on the Turtle Creek Trail project 

and has completed a Minnesota Natural Heritage Review, a Phase 1 Archeological Study, and a 

Level 2 Wetland Delineation. He stated there were no items of significant importance found in 

any of the documents.  He requested Council permission to skip an Environmental Compliance 

review due to the small scale of the project and not finding any issues on all the other tests. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the 

environmental documents for the Turtle Creek Trail and waiving the environmental compliance 

review.  Carried. 

 

The item will be placed on the July 1, 2019 work session. 

 

Item No. 3 – Transportation Network Companies 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel presented proposed ordinance modifications to the small vehicle passenger 

service ordinance which would allow transportation network companies to operate in the City of 

Austin.  

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member King, recommending 

approval of ordinance amendments to the small vehicle passenger service ordinance.  Carried. 

 

The item will be placed on the July 1, 2019 Council Agenda. 

 

Item No. 4 - Vacant Building Registration Ordinance 

 

Will be on a future work session. 

 

Item No. 5 - Honorary Council Member Comments 

 

None. 

 

Item No. 6 – Administrative Report 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark provided an update on the Council Goals stating the Hormel 

Nature Center master plan is moving forward along with the WWTP bonding funding request. 

 

Item No. 7 - Open Discussion 

 

Council Member Poshusta asked if the Cobblestone Hotel is still moving forward with building a 

new location. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the building plans are with the City.   



 

Council Member King asked if the City could look into adding lighting on the walking trails. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated he would look into the matter and report back to 

Council. 

 

Council Member Baskin asked about the lack of lifeguards situation with Park and Rec.   

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kevin Nelson stated an additional four or five lifeguards have 

contacted Park and Recreation and they should no longer have a shortage. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

at 6:58 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

______________________ 

Ann M. Kasel 

City Clerk 

 

 

 


