
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

July 15, 2019 

  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Paul Fischer, Rebecca Waller, 

Laura Helle, Jason Baskin, Joyce Poshusta Council Member-at-

Large Jeff Austin 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Steve King 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Police 

Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec Director Kevin Nelson, 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, City Attorney 

Craig Byram, Library Director Julie Clinefelter and City Clerk 

Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Honorary Council Member Solomon Paul, Austin Daily Herald, 

Public, Adam Meade, Mitch Wenum 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Baskin, approving 

the agenda.   Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Helle, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving the 

Council minutes from July 1, 2019 and July 9, 2019.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, seconded by Council Member Baskin, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 

 

Licenses: 

 Cigarette:  Dollar General Store #21276, 101 4th Street SW 

 Food:  Dollar General Store #21276, 101 4th Street SW 

 Temporary Liquor:  Austin Country Club at the Hormel Hangar on September 13, 2019 

 

Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Investment Report. 

c. John Henry Doe, address unknown.  The matter has been forwarded to the City 

Attorney’s office to protect the City’s interest.    

 



Event Application: 

 River Rats Car show on August 18, 2019 

 

Carried.  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A public hearing was held for a 5-year tax abatement request from Bigelow & Lennon 

Construction.  They are proposing to build a single family home at 1100 19th Avenue SW with a 

proposed valuation of $299,900.   

 

There were no public comments.  

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Baskin, approving a five-year 

tax abatement for Bigelow & Lennon Construction.  Carried 6-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for a tax abatement request from Randy and Deidre Smith.  The 

matter was continued until the August 5, 2019 Council meeting. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, continuing 

the tax abatement public hearing for Randy and Deidre Smith until August 5, 2019.  Carried. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel reviewed event applications for the Austin Artworks Festival and the 

Austin Artworks Festival Alley Party.  Ms. Kasel stated the Festival is requesting a 

community event with an open alcohol area.  The Police Chief is requiring special cups for 

alcohol to be served in and wristbands for participants.  Ms. Kasel stated all bars that are 

participating the in the event will need to provide proof of liability insurance to the City. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, 

approving an event application for the Austin ArtWorks Festival 2019.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, 

approving an event application for the Austin ArtWorks Festival Alley Party.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve deed restrictions on 15 

permanent easements as part of the Turtle Creek Flood Control Project.  The restrictions 

state that the area is restricted for flood control use and infrastructure.   

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, 

approving deed restrictions on permanent easements as part of the Turtle Creek Flood 

Control Project.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, 

approving a club on-sale liquor license for the Fraternal Order of the Eagles 703.  Carried. 



 

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, 

adopting a resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 1008 7th Avenue NE, Neri/Palma Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 801 15th Street NE, Leuning Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Baskin, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 803 15th Street NE, Leuning Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at  601 21st Avenue NW, Trowbridge Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 907 13th Avenue SW, Graves Brandon Property.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Baskin stated he will be attending a Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation 

tour of the region.  

 

Council Member Helle stated there will be a meeting with the Chamber of Commerce regarding 

the future of Freedom Fest on Thursday at 9:00 a.m. at the Chamber of Commerce.  

 

City Administrator Craig Clark read a thank you note from Chris Weis for passing the tobacco 

sales ordinance.    

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, adjourning the 

meeting to August 5, 2019.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    5:39 p.m.   

  

Approved:    August 5, 2019  

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 


