
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

August 5, 2019 

  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, 

Rebecca Waller, Laura Helle, Jason Baskin, Joyce Poshusta 

Council Member-at-Large Jeff Austin 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, Police Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec 

Director Kevin Nelson, Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly 

Wallace, City Attorney Craig Byram and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, approving the 

agenda as amended.   Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Helle, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, approving the 

Council minutes from July 15, 2019.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 

 

Licenses: 

 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austin Area Chamber of Commerce on October 10, 2019 

 Massage Establishment:  Krista Johnson, 311 North Main Street 

 Massage Therapist:  Krista Johnson, 311 North Main Street 

 Mobile Business:  Yarn Mobile, LLC, 109 1st Avenue SE, Suite 4 

 Temporary Liquor:  VFW Post 1216 on August 24, 2019 

 

Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Financial and Credit Card Reports. 

c. Alan Blumenshein, 1011 4th Avenue SW.  The matter has been forwarded to the 

City Attorney’s office to protect the City’s interest.    



d. Tony Myhre, 808 8th Avenue SW.  The matter has been forwarded to the City 

Attorney’s office to protect the City’s interest. 

 

Carried.  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A public hearing was held for a tax abatement request from Randy and Deidre Smith.  The 

matter was continued until the August 19, 2019. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, continuing the 

tax abatement public hearing for Randy and Deidre Smith until August 19, 2019.  Carried. 

 

BID OPENING AND AWARD 

 

The City received the following bids for the Riverside Arena boiler replacement: 

 

 Bidder     Bid  Alternate  Total 

 L&M Boiler Systems, Inc.  $149,500 $7,960   $157,460 

 Harty Mechanical   $151,228 $7,678   $158,906 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the project will involve the replacement of the 

existing boiler with two boiler units.  He recommended awarding the bid to L&M Boiler 

Systems, Inc.  He stated there is a local grant in the amount of $50,000 to help fund the project.   

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, awarding the 

bid for the Riverside Arena boiler replacement to L&M Boiler Systems, Inc.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a 

resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested the Council adopt a revised cell 

phone policy due to the new “hands free” law. 

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a revised 

cell phone policy.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 307 2nd Street SE, Moctezuma Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 2018 5th Avenue NE, Crabtree Property.  Carried. 



 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 2016 5th Avenue NE, Crabtree Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1001 3rd Avenue NE, Federal National Mortgage Association Property. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 607 4th Avenue NW, Mackey Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1009 9th Avenue SW, Majerus Property.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Helle read a letter from Blandin Foundation regarding discrimination in 

Minnesota. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the 

meeting to August 19, 2019.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    5:38 p.m.   

  

Approved:    August 19, 2019  

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


