
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

September 3, 2019 

  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, 

Rebecca Waller, Laura Helle, Jason Baskin, Joyce Poshusta 

Council Member-at-Large Jeff Austin 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, Police Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec 

Director Kevin Nelson, Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly 

Wallace, City Attorney Craig Byram, Library Director Julie 

Clinefelter and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Sara Karki, Bonnie Reitz, Mary Ann Wolesky, Austin Daily 

Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Added to the Agenda: 

 

(res) 13. Approving an off-site gambling premises application from the Fraternal Order of  

  the Eagles on September 21, 2019 at the Mower County Fairgrounds.  

 

Moved by Council Member Helle, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving the agenda 

as amended.   Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving two sets of 

Council minutes from August 19, 2019.  Carried. 

 

AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS AND REPORTS 

 

Bonnie Reitz and Mary Ann Wolesky presented the City art award to the Council.  Council 

Members Waller and Poshusta picked the piece which was of the Paramount Theater by Tonya 

Ihlenfeldt.  Ms. Reitz also thanked the City for all their help with the Artworks Festival.     

 

Mayor Stiehm read a proclamation for Welcoming Week 2019 from September 13 to September 

22, 2019.  Sara Karki with the Austin Human Rights Commission highlighted some of the 

Welcoming Week events. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 



 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

Licenses: 

 Food (address change):  Sara G. Beauty Supply/African Food Market, 1000 1st Avenue  

  SW 

 Massage Establishment:  DS Massage, 1700 17th Street NW, Suite 2c 

 Massage Therapist:  Daniel Stallkamp, 1700 17th Street NW, Suite 2c 

 Temporary 3.2 Beer:  St. Edwards Catholic Church on September 21-22, 2019 

 Tobacco (address change):  Modern Smoke, 107 4th Avenue NE 

 

Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills. 

b. Investment and Credit Card Report. 

 

Carried.  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A public hearing was held for a tax abatement request from Randy and Deidre Smith.  City 

Administrator Craig Clark stated the project would involve the construction of a $200,000 single 

family home.  

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Baskin, approving a tax 

abatement application for Randy and Deidre Smith.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

The Council reviewed an ordinance for the approval of a natural gas prepay contract for Austin 

Utilities.  The ordinance would authorize the execution of a long-term contract for Austin 

Utilities. 

 

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, seconded by Council Member King, for preparation of the 

ordinance.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, for adoption 

of the ordinance.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council authorize the annual farm yard waste 

program from September 15, 2019 to November 30, 2019 at the Cook Farm site.  The site would 

be open from dawn to dusk, seven days a week and would accept leaves, grass and plants from 

flowers and gardens. 

 



Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, 

authorizing the yard waste program for 2019 – scheduled for September 15th to November 

30th.  Carried. 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the Council pass a resolution for the fall assessment hearings on 

October 7, 2019.  Each impacted property owner would receive a notice of the hearing the mail 

and the information would be published in the paper.   

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a 

resolution setting public hearings for fall assessments on October 7, 2019.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested the Council approve a memorandum 

of agreement with LELS – Local 73 for a 2019 wage adjustment of 2.25%.  The 

memorandum would make the wage adjustment retroactive to January 1, 2019. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a 

resolution approving a memorandum of agreement with LELS - Local 73. Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution granting an off-sale brewer taproom with Sunday sales license, small brewer off-

sale and Sunday growler license for K&J Holdings, LLC dba Angry Hog Brewery & 

Taproom.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a resolution 

declaring the property at 801 15th Street NE a hazardous structure.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 612 8th Street NE, Rodriguez Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 700 4th Street NW, Harouna Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 1011 9th Avenue SW, Edge Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 1624 Oakland Avenue East, Ulwelling Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving an 

off-site gambling premises application from the Fraternal Order of the Eagles on September 21, 

2019 at the Mower County Fairgrounds.  Carried 7-0. 

 



CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

John Arens, 2013 1st Avenue NE, explained a tree issue he has with his neighbor.  

 

City Attorney Craig Byram stated that this is a private matter between neighbors and he should 

consult private legal advice.    

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member-at-Large Austin stated he voted against the downtown hotel project at the last 

meeting because he doesn’t think project is viable.   

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated Representative Jeanne Poppe is going to have mini 

listening sessions on October 2nd in Austin. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, adjourning 

the meeting to September 16, 2019.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    6:04 p.m.   

  

Approved:    September 16, 2019  

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


