
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

October 7, 2019 

  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, Laura 

Helle, Jason Baskin, Joyce Poshusta Council Member-at-Large 

Jeff Austin 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Rebecca Waller  

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, Police Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec 

Director Kevin Nelson, Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly 

Wallace, City Attorney Craig Byram, Library Director Julie 

Clinefelter and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Honorary Council Member Austere Apolo, KAUS Radio, Austin 

Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving 

the agenda.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving Council 

minutes from September 12, 2019, September 16, 2019 and September 30, 2019.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Baskin, approving 

the consent agenda as follows: 

 

Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Financial and Credit Card Reports. 

 

Event Applications:   

 Darren Dash Half Marathon & 5k on October 13, 2019 

 

Carried. 

 

  

 



PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel noted the public fall assessment hearings on the agenda.  For each type of 

assessment, the individual property owners were mailed a notice of hearing and a public notice 

was also published in the Austin Daily Herald. 

 

A public hearing was held for the reassessment of tax forfeited properties.  

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, approving the 

assessment roll for the reassessment of tax forfeited properties.  Carried 6-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for the assessment of 2018-2019 snow removal. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

for assessments for 2018-2019 snow removal.  Carried 6-0. 

 

A public hearing was held on assessments for 2018-2019 junk and garbage removal. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a resolution 

for assessments for 2018-2019 junk and garbage removal.  Carried 6-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for the assessments for 2018-2019 grass and weed removal. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a 

resolution for assessments for 2018-2019 grass and weed removal.  Carried 6-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for assessments for miscellaneous sidewalk and driveway projects. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution declaring the cost of improvement for miscellaneous sidewalk and driveway projects. 

Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting the 

assessment roll for miscellaneous sidewalk and driveway projects. Carried 6-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for assessments for administrative citations. 



 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a 

resolution for the assessment of Park and Recreation administrative citations.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting a resolution 

for the assessment of zoning administrative citations.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution for the assessment of rental housing administrative citations.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution for the assessment of sump pump administrative citations.  Carried 6-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for assessments for the abatement of hazardous housing. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution for the assessment of the abatement of hazardous housing.  Carried 6-0. 

 

A public hearing was held for the assessment of unpaid daycare inspections. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a 

resolution for the assessment of unpaid daycare inspections.  Carried 6-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

Administrative Services Director Tom Dankert requested the Council approve a sponsorship 

agreement with the Community Band so the City can act as a pass through for the Band to 

receive additional grant funding. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting 

a resolution approving a sponsorship agreement for the Community Band.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, adopting a 

resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed an ordinance for a rural taxing 

district for property owned by LaVerne and Virginia Kehret in Lansing Township.  She stated 

the property was annexed into the City of Austin but will remain agricultural awaiting 

development and therefore shouldn’t be taxed at a higher City rate.  Once developed, the 

property would be taxed at the normal rate. 



 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, for 

preparation of the ordinance.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Baskin, for adoption 

and publication of the ordinance.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kevin Nelson requested Council authorization to reallocate a 

portion of the 2019 contracted services budget (no specific amount provided) for equipment 

related purchases in the Community Recreation Center.  

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Helle, authorizing 

the reallocation of contracted services funds in the Park and Recreation budget for the 

community recreation center.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution approving an off-sale liquor license transfer to Miller R&R, Inc. dba Austin Liquor 

Store, LLC.  Carried 6-0. 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the Council designate polling locations for the 2020 election.   

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, designating 

polling locations for the 2020 election.  Carried 6-0.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 105 13th Street NE, Landherr Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 1208 5th Avenue NW, Matter Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 411 Main Street S, Wendroth Merriot Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 1017 9th Avenue SW, Integrity Real Estate Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 408 13th Street NE, Easley Property.  Carried.  

 



Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 1005 6th Avenue NE, Cunningham Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 808 5th Avenue NE, Dirksen Property.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Jason Baskin stated that he testified at the House of Representatives’ mini 

legislative session on the census the previous week along with County Auditor-Treasurer Scott 

Felten and City Clerk Ann Kasel.   

 

Council Member Helle stated the Governor’s pheasant opener is this upcoming weekend.  She 

thanked Discover Austin for their hard work on the project.   

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated there was also a mini session for the House of 

Representatives at the waste water treatment plant.  He also noted that the City of Austin was 

recognized as a Bird City by the Audubon society,  

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the 

meeting to October 21, 2019.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    5:48 p.m.   

  

Approved:    October 21, 2019  

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       


