
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

October 21, 2019 

  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, 

Rebecca Waller, Laura Helle, Jason Baskin, Council Member-at-

Large Jeff Austin 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Joyce Poshusta 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang,  

Police Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec Director Kevin 

Nelson, Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, City 

Attorney Craig Byram, Library Director Julie Clinefelter, Human 

Resources Director Trish Wiechmann and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Honorary Council Member Austere Apolo, Mark Murphy, Austin 

Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Added to the Agenda: 

 

 14.  Reviewing KSMQ project documents. 

(res)   a.  Approving a lease/use agreement with KSMQ Public Service Media, Inc. 

(res)  b.  Approving a development and construction agreement with KSMQ Public  

       Service Media, Inc. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the agenda 

as amended.   Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, approving Council 

minutes from October 4, 2019.  Carried. 

 

AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS AND REPORTS 

 

Police Chief David McKichan stated the new police officers were unable to attend the meeting 

due to needing to be outfitted for uniforms.  He stated that five officers were sworn in earlier in 

the day. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 



Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Helle, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Investment Report. 

 

Event Applications:   

 Downtown Trick or Treating on October 26, 2019 

 Christmas in the City on November 29, 2019 

 

Carried.  

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Baskin, appointing Herve 

Idjidina as an honorary council member, November 2019-January 2020.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed an amendment to the nuisance 

ordinance requesting the Council update one sentence in the ordinance.  

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, for 

preparation of the ordinance.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, for adoption 

and publication of the ordinance.   Carried 6-0. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kevin Nelson requested the Council accept the donation of 11 

acres of land located north of the Nature Center from the Friends of the Jay C. Hormel Nature 

Center.   
 
Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, adopting a 

resolution accepting a donation of property from the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center.  

Carried 6-0. 

 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested the Council approve the health 

insurance plans and qualification for the Minnesota Public Employees Insurance Program along 

with the City contribution for non-union employees.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a 

resolution approving health insurance plans and qualifications.  Carried 6-0. 
 
Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution 

approving the City contribution for non-union employees.  Carried 6-0. 
 
Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a bench rental agreement 

with United States Bench Corporation for 2 years at the rate of $36.00 per bench. 



 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, adopting a 

resolution approving a bench rental agreement.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve an individual control 

mechanism agreement with LL Parks, LLC for their truck wash.  The three-year agreement sets 

for the limitations, conditions and requirements for sanitary sewer discharges.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a 

resolution approving an ICM agreement with LL Parks, LLC.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Administrative Services Director Tom Dankert requested the Council pass a motion stating the 

City does not waive the statutory tort limits of $500,000 for claims against the City.  The 

insurance carrier for the City, the League of Minnesota Cities, requires cities to pass this motion.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, stating the 

City does not waive the statutory tort limits for liability.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 106 2nd Street SE, Fuller Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Helle, authorizing the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 800 4th Avenue SW, Downey Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 1017 9th Avenue SW, Integrity Real Estate Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 201 31st Street SW, MCB 4 Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 410 & 410 ½ South Main Street, Wisemore Property.  Carried. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark reviewed the KSMQ project documents.  He stated the City will 

own the newly constructed building and lease it to KSMQ for an initial term of ten years with 

three five year options after that time.  Mr. Clark also requested the Council approve a 

development and construction agreement which sets forth the obligations and responsibilities for 

the construction of the building. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving a lease/use 

agreement with KSMQ Public Service Media, Inc.  Carried 6-0. 

 



Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving a 

development and construction agreement with KSMQ Public Service Media, Inc.  Carried 6-0. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Helle noted that there was recently a death of an Austin High School student 

and she sent her sympathies to all individuals impacted by the event.  She stated that on 

Thursday, October 24th at noon at the Library there will be a presentation on arts and culture.  

 

She also stated downtown trick or treating will be on Saturday, October 26th from 11-1 and there 

will be a ribbon cutting for the Shooting Star recreational trail on Monday, October 28th from 

5:30 – 8:30 at the Hormel Nature Center.   

 

Council Member Baskin thanked the Austin community for coming together for the Governor’s 

Pheasant opener.  He stated he will be traveling to Washington DC as part of a Welcoming 

Communities conference. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the demolition of the KSMQ property is completed 

and went well.  He also stated there will be an I-90 project open house at the Library on Tuesday, 

October 22 from 4:30 – 6:00. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Helle, adjourning 

the meeting to November 4, 2019.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    5:52 p.m.   

  

Approved:    November 4, 2019  

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


