MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
November 18, 2019
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer,
Rebecca Waller, Laura Helle, Joyce Poshusta Council Member-at-
Large Jeff Austin

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Baskin

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative
Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire
Chief Jim McCoy, Police Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec
Director Kevin Nelson, Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly
Wallace, City Attorney Craig Byram, Library Director Julie
Clinefelter and City Clerk Ann Kasel

OTHERS PRESENT: Curtis Sorenson, Glenn Medgaarden, Jay Lutz, Bob Helmers,
Honorary Council Member Herve Idjidina, Austin Daily Herald,
Public

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving the agenda.
Carried.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving Council
minutes from November 4, 2019. Carried.

AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS AND REPORTS

Mayor Stiehm recognized Officer Derek Ellis and K-9 Rudy for their accomplishments at the
National K9 Competition. Officer Ellis stated that Rudy is certified as a National Police K-9.

CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving the
consent agenda as follows:

Licenses:
Excavation: Arvig Enterprises, Inc., Perham
Excavation: Generation X Construction, LLC, Rushford
Food: EIl Sueno Taqueria, 1401 18" Avenue NW
Hotel/Motel: Turtle Creek Hotel, 306 21% Street SW



Temporary Liquor: Austin Area Commission for the Arts on December 10, 2019

Claims:
a. Pre-list of bills
b. Investment Report.
C. Teresa Baker, 1911 E Oakland Avenue. The matter has been forwarded to the
City Attorney to protect the City’s interest.

Event Application:
CP Holiday Train on December 6, 2019

Carried.

PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing was held for a proposed tax abatement for New Horizon Homes, LLC. City
Administrator Craig Clark stated the builder is proposing a single-family home valued at
$325,000. He requested the Council approve the tax abatement.

There were no public comments.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Helle, adopting a resolution
approving a five-year tax abatement for New Horizon Homes, LLC. Carried 6-0.

A public hearing was held for a proposed tax abatement for Patrick James Connor. City
Administrator Craig Clark stated the owner is proposing to build a single-family home valued
between $600,000 and $700,000. He requested the Council approve the tax abatement.

There were no public comments.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a
resolution approving a five-year tax abatement for Patrick James Connor. Carried 6-0.

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, setting a
public hearing for December 2, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. for the Waste Water Treatment Facility
Plan. Carried.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting
a resolution setting a public hearing for December 16, 2019 on the adoption of the 5-year
Capital Improvement Plan. Carried 6-O0.

City Clerk Ann Kasel stated the City recently purchased new DS-200’s for the tabulation of
election votes and the statute requires the City to provide information about the new



machines. She requested the Council approve the use of the machines and set a public open
house for December 4, 2019.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King,
authorizing the use of DS200 tabulating machines for all future City elections and setting a
public open house for December 4, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. Carried.

City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the Council approve 2020 liquor licenses.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, granting 2020
off-sale liquor licenses, club on-sale licenses, wine on-sale licenses and off-sale brewery
licenses. Carried 5-0 with Council Member Helle abstaining.

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve the transfer of 102 South
Main Street to the Port Authority. He added this is the empty parking lot on the east side of
the block where KSMQ would be built.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a
resolution approving the transfer of 102 South Main Street to the Port Authority. Carried 6-
0.

The Council reviewed an ordinance for the second reading to amend the future land use plan
from mixed high density residential to commercial and rezone a property from “R-2” multi-
family residential to “B-2" commercial for the property located at 1500 7" Avenue NW.

Jaz Lutz, 1209 20" Street NE, stated the City should look at the comprehensive plan to make
its decisions for planning for the future. He stated the discussion from the last Council
meeting centered around if the property should be a car lot. That isn’t the decision that the
Council is tasked with. The decision is to rezone it to a B-2 business district where any large
scale business could go in the property in the future.

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated if the property is rezoned then it
would require a variance and a conditional use permit. She noted that the property to the
west has also filed an application for a rezoning.

Mayor Stiehm stated he would like to take into consideration that the Planning Commission
denied the rezoning by a 6-0 vote.

Council Member King stated he has never gone against a recommendation of the Planning
Commission.

City Attorney Craig Byram reviewed other zoning designations for the property including
keeping the R-2 designation, changing the designation to a R-O residential office, changing
the designation to a B-1 which would allow a smaller business, or changing the designation
to the requested B-2 larger business zoning. He also reviewed rezoning the property to a
PUD or planned unit development which would essentially create a separate zoning code for



the property. It could be crafted to allow this property to be used as a car lot and if there was
another requested designation in the future then the PUD would have to be modified or the
property rezoned.

Ms. Wallace stated she didn’t consider the PUD as an immediate option because it is
typically used for larger projects because there is a substantial investment into the property
to establish the PUD.

Bob Helmers, 1011 Oakland Place SE, stated he talked to Holly on September 15" and
requested to be notified if anyone came in to rezone the property. He stated he never heard
anything from Holly until he received notice in the mail of the Planning Commission
meeting. He would have liked to simultaneously brought an application to also rezone his

property.
Curtis Sorenson, 303 27" Drive NW, stated he would be willing to look into the PUD.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, to deny the
zoning request. Carried.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving Sue Grove
to the Library Board term from December 1, 2019 to December 31, 2022. Carried.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a
resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin. Carried 6-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City has been working with the National Guard
Armory for an easement swap. The City needs a navigation easement from the Armory and the
Armory needs a drainage and access easement from the City. A value for each easement has to
be established and a fence would have to be relocated as part of the project. Mr. Lang stated that
SEH, Inc. has provided contracts in the amount of $42,500 and $16,000 for the completion of the
engineering services on the project. Mr. Lang recommended approval of the contracts.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a
resolution approving engineering consulting services with SEH, Inc. for National Guard Armory
easements. Carried 6-0.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Helle, authorizing the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored
vehicles at 606 13" Street NE, Yabandith Property. Carried.

HONORARY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS

Honorary Council Member Herve Idjidina stated he is enjoying the Council Meetings and
learning a lot.



REPORTS

Council Member King stated he spoke to 4™ grade classes at Sumner and enjoyed talking to the
students.

City Administrator Craig Clark stated he and the Mayor recently attended the Coalition of
Greater Minnesota Cities fall conference. He stated that Rochester will be dropping out of the
Coalition.

Library Director Julie Clinefelter thanked the Ladies Floral Club and the Friends of the Library
for their donations to fund the external book drop.

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert stated the 2020 truth in taxation documents
will be uploaded this week for the December 4™ at 6 p.m. meeting.

He also stated the 2020 Hormel Foundation grants were approved and the City received over
$843,000 in grants.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the
meeting to December 2, 2019. Carried.

Adjourned: 6:29 p.m.
Approved: December 2, 2019
Mayor:

City Recorder:




