MINUTES
COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE WORK SESSION
November 18, 2019
City Hall Conference Room A

PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, Rebecca
Waller, Joyce Poshusta, Laura Helle, Council Member-at-Large Jeff
Austin

ABSENT: Council Member Jason Baskin

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative Services Tom
Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Police Chief David
McKichan, Library Director Julie Clinefelter, Parks and Recreation
Director Kevin Nelson and City Clerk Ann Kasel

ALSO PRESENT: Honorary Council Member Herve Idjidina, Austin Daily Herald, KAUS
Radio

Mayor Stiehm opened the meeting at 6:33 p.m.

Item No. 1 — Unattended Vehicle Ordinance

Chief McKichan proposed the elimination of Section 9.35 from the City Code which deals with
unattended running motor vehicles. He stated the City does not cite for people warming up their
vehicles.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta,
recommending to adopt an ordinance repealing Section 9.35. Carried.

The item will be placed on the December 2, 2019 meeting.

Item No. 2 — Engine Braking

Chief McKichan proposed the adoption of an engine braking ordinance. He has received
complaints of trucks using engine braking which creates loud noises. He stated our current noise
ordinance isn’t an enforceable tool against engine braking and suggested the amendment of the
ordinance to be able to cite drivers for it.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Austin, recommending the
adoption of an engine braking ordinance. Carried.

Chief McKichan stated he would research an ordinance and it would be on a future work session.



Item No. 3 — 10t Drive & 5% Place SE Stop Sign Discussion

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated there has been a temporary 4-way stop sign at the
intersection of 10" Drive and 5" Place SE due to it being part of a construction detour. Mr. Lang
wanted to review the intersection with Council prior to taking down the stop signs. He stated
most of the traffic at the intersection is during a half hour period in the morning and a half hour
period in the afternoon for school drop off and pick up. The intersection is slightly skewed so
that has the potential to impact sight distance. It has had 24 accidents in a ten-year period.

Council Member Fischer stated he has received good feedback on the 4-way stop at the location.

Chief McKichan stated there has been 7 accidents at the intersection since 2017 and spoke in
support of making the intersection a permanent 4-way stop.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, recommending a 4-
way stop at the intersection of 101" Drive and 5" Place SE. Carried 5-1 with Council Member-at-
Large Austin voting nay.

The item will be placed on the December 2, 2019 Council Agenda.

Item No. 4 — Housing Tax Abatement Extension

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council extend the Austin Homes Initiative tax
abatement program through December 31, 2023. Mr. Clark stated Mower County approved the
program renewal at their November board meeting. The School District hasn’t formally adopted
it yet. Mr. Clark stated the number of new homes has not greatly increased but there have been
new spec homes and an apartment complex that have utilized the program.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, extending the
Austin Homes Initiative through December 31, 2023. Carried.

The item will be placed on the December 2, 2019 City Council Agenda.

Item No. 5 — Freedom Fest 2020

City Clerk Ann Kasel stated the Chamber of Commerce is not wanting to plan the festival for
2020. Mayor Stiehm has appointed Ann Kasel as the point of contact for planning the festival.
He proposed a one-day celebration with entertainment and food from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. There
will be a larger firework show that night also.

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested authorization to execute a contract
with the fireworks company in the amount of $30,000.

Council Member-at-Large Austin stated Ann Kasel should be compensated for the additional
work and if it becomes a permanent part of her job duties, her job description should be
modified.



Council Member Helle stated she would prefer no entertainment at the band shell.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin,
recommending approval for the $30,000 fireworks contract and the proposed format of the 2020
Freedom Fest. Carried.

The item will be placed on the December 2, 2019 Council agenda.

Item No. 7 — Administrative Report

None.

Item No. 8 - Open Discussion

None.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Helle, adjourning
the meeting at 7:04 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ann M. Kasel
City Clerk



