MEMBERS PRESENT:

MEMBERS ABSENT:

STAFF PRESENT:

OTHERS PRESENT:

MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
December 2, 2019
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

Mayor Stiehm. Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer,
Rebecca Waller, Laura Helle, Jason Baskin, Joyce Poshusta
Council Member-at-Large Jeff Austin

City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative
Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire
Chief Jim McCoy, Police Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec
Director Kevin Nelson, Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly
Wallace, City Attorney Craig Byram, Library Director Julie
Clinefelter, Assistant City Engineer Mitch Wenum, Waste Water
Treatment Plant Superintendent Chad Heard, Human Resources
Director Trish Wiechmann and City Clerk Ann Kasel

Bob Cohrs, Susan Danzel, Alex Knoll, Honorary Council Member
Herve Idjidina, Austin Daily Herald, Public

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the agenda.

Carried.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving Council
minutes from November 18, 2019. Carried.

CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, seconded by Council Member King, approving the

consent agenda as follows:

Licenses:

Cab Driver: Brandon Wagner, 206 Northern Avenue E, Hollandale
Food: Karen Asia Market of Austin, LLC, 208 S. Main Street
Food: Vietnamese Top Noodle, 501 1% Street NW

Tree Service, Josh’s Tree Service, 17261 770" Avenue, Albert Lea

Claims:

a. Pre-list of bills
b. Credit Card and Financial Reports.



Carried.
PUBLIC HEARING
A public hearing was held to review the proposed waste water treatment plant facility plan.

Public Works Director Steven Lang introduced Bob Cohrs and Susan Danzel from SEH, Inc.

Mr. Lang and Ms. Danzel presented the Waste Water Treatment Plant Facility update stating that
the Plant will require significant updates. Mr. Lang presented three different design updates for
construction ranging from $67.2 million to $90 million dollars for a 10.4 million gallon per day
facility. He recommended a combined activated sludge approach at a cost of $78 million in
construction that would meet the City’s needs in 2040. Design for the project would take place
in 2020 with construction in 2021 through 2024.

He stated the improvements would be funded though proposed state bonding requests of $15
million, a PSIG grant of $7 million, Green project grant of $1 million and sewer user fees of $51
to $55 million. Total sewer fees will increase by 75% from 2018 to 2023. The proposed base
sewer user rate in 2023 would be $49.05 per month if the City receives all the grant funding. If
no grants are received that base sewer rate may be more.

There will no public comments.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting a
resolution approving the waste water treatment plant facility plan. Carried 7-0.

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated there is currently a 4-way stop at 10" Drive & 5™
Place SE. The Council reviewed the sign placement at their November 18, 2019 work
session and requested it be made into a permanent 4-way stop.

Council Member Poshusta asked how many accidents there have been in ten years at the
intersection.

Mr. Lang stated there have been 24 accidents over a 10-year period at the intersection.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Helle, approving a 4-way
stop at 10" Drive & 5" Place SE. Carried.

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve an extension of the Austin
Home Initiative Tax Abatement program. The program was originally adopted in 2016 and
the extension would be through December 31, 2022.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a
resolution extending the Austin Home Initiative housing tax abatement through December
31, 2022. Carried 7-0.



Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve a contract for
one night of fireworks for 2020 in the amount of $30,000. He noted that Hormel Foods has
committed to donating $10,000 to the event.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a
resolution approving a contract with Flashing Thunder Fireworks. Carried 7-0.

The Council reviewed an ordinance to repeal Section 9.35 for unattended running vehicles.
Police Chief David McKichan requested the Council update the City code to account for remote
starting equipment.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, for
preparation of the ordinance. Carried 7-0.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, for
adoption and publication of the ordinance. Carried 7-0.

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the City accept the 2020 Hormel
Foundation grants to the City and the pass through donations. He thanked the Foundation
for their generosity to the Community for the over $843,000 in grants.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a
resolution accepting Hormel Foundation grant awards. Carried 7-0.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a
resolution establishing license and operational fees for 2020. Carried 7-0.

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann requested the Council set the wage rates for the
seasonal and part-time positions for 2020.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a
resolution setting the position and wage rates for the 2020 seasonal and part-time positions.
Carried 7-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council order feasibility reports for the 2020
construction season. The City has six street and sidewalk projects planned.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting a
resolution ordering the feasibility reports for the 2020 construction projects. Carried 7-0.

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve a zero
percent interest loan from the General Fund to the Airport Construction Fund. The City
expects to pay for hangar roof repairs which would be reimbursed at a later date and the loan
would cover additional easement work to be completed. Once the hangar roof funds are
reimbursed by the FAA then the loan would be paid back to the Airport Construction Fund.



Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, adopting a
resolution approving a loan from the General Fund to the Airport Construction Fund for
Airport Improvements. Carried 7-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a 3 year ICM agreement with
International Paper. The agreement sets forth the limitations, conditions and requirements for
sanitary sewer discharges. Mr. Lang recommended approval of the ICM agreement.

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a
resolution approving an ICM with International Paper. Carried 7-0.

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve a three-year contract with
Baudler, Maus, Forman & King, LLP for prosecution services for the City of Austin. The
contact states that the City shall pay $15,539 per month for the duration of the contract.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer,
adopting a resolution approving a contract with Baudler, Maus, Forman & King, LLP for
prosecution services. Carried 6-0 with Council Member King abstaining.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, adopting a
resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin. Carried 7-0.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, authorizing the
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally
stored vehicles at 903 9" Avenue SW, Anderson Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, authorizing the
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally
stored vehicles at 707 8" Avenue SW, Clark Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing
the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or
illegally stored vehicles at 2305 13" Street SW, Mangesha & Shiferaw Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving
the following appointments and reappointments to boards and commissions:

Cable TV Committee Reappoint Danielle Heiny through 12/31/22
Fire Civil Service Reappoint Peggy Young through 12/31/22
Housing & Red. Authority  Reappoint Vern Lippert through 12/31/2024
Human Rights Commission Reappoint Daniel Mueller through 12/31/22
Reappoint Jennifer Braaten through 12/31/22
Appoint Desahna Belden through 12/31/21
Appoint Ron Schultz through 12/31/22
Library Board Reappoint Stephanie Postma through 12/31/22



Reappoint Alex Mayfield through 12/31/22
Park & Rec Board Appoint Nicholas Johnson through 12/31/23
Pillars of the City Appoint Milly Burroughs through 12/31/22

Appoint Peggy Benzkofer through 12/31/22

Appoint David Wolff through 12/31/22
Planning Commission Reappoint Jonathan Caporale through 12/31/23

Reappoint Melissa Swenson through 12/31/23
Police Civil Service Comm. Reappoint Solomon Paul through 12/31/22
Port Authority of Austin Reappoint Michaell Bednar through 12/31/25
Sustainability Taskforce Reappoint Steve Kime through 12/31/22

Appoint Sydney Weisinger through 12/31/22
Austin/Mower County Appoint Terri Stough through 12/31/22
Homeownership Board

Carried.
CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

Alex Knoll, 550 28" Street SE, Rochester, requested that the Council reconsider the repeal of the
unattended vehicle ordinance. He stated other cities, such as Minneapolis, restrict idling vehicles
to 3-5 minutes per hour and he would like the Council to consider the environment.

Council Member Helle suggested Mr. Knoll present the idea to the Sustainability Taskforce for
additional research and consideration.

HONORARY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS

Honorary Council Member Herve Idjidina thanked the Council for the opportunity to be the
honorary council member.

REPORTS

Council Member Poshusta stated she and the Mayor recently welcomed the new national guard
unit to Austin at a lunch. The unit is being deployed in June to Africa.

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the Minnesota Rural Design Lab with be at the Austin
Artworks Center on December 9" from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Administrative Services Director Tom Dankert stated there will be a Council Christmas
gathering after the December 16™ Council meeting. He also stated the annual Truth in Taxation
meeting will be on December 4" at 6:00 p.m. Mr. Dankert noted that the hearing is not the
forum to discuss the valuation of a property. Residents need to contact the Mower County
Assessor if they have valuation questions.

Mayor Stiehm stated the Canadian Pacific Holiday Train will be in Austin on Friday, December
6™ at 6:00 p.m.



Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adjourning
the meeting to December 16, 2019. Carried.

Adjourned: 6:16 p.m.
Approved: December 16, 2019
Mayor:

City Recorder:




