
 

M I N U T E S 

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE WORK SESSION 

December 2, 2019 

City Hall Council Chambers 

 
PRESENT:    Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, Rebecca 

Waller, Jason Baskin, Joyce Poshusta, Laura Helle, Council Member-at-

Large Jeff Austin 

 

ABSENT: 
 

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative Services Tom 

Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Assistant City Engineer 

Mitch Wenum, Library Director Julie Clinefelter, Fire Chief Jim McCoy, 

Parks and Recreation Director Kevin Nelson, Police Chief David 

McKichan and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

  

ALSO PRESENT:  Honorary Council Member Herve Idjidina, Austin Daily Herald, KAUS 

Radio 

 

Mayor Stiehm opened the meeting at 6:19 p.m.   

 

Item No. 1 – Engine Braking 

 

Chief McKichan proposed the adoption of a proposed engine braking ordinance.  He has 

received complaints of trucks using engine braking which creates loud noises.  He stated the 

Minnesota Department of Transportation will add signage on the roadways. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Baskin, 

recommending the adoption of an engine braking ordinance.  Carried. 

 

The item will be on the December 16, 2019 City Council Agenda.  

 

Item No. 2 – Municipal State Aid Street Revisions 

 

Assistant City Engineer Mitch Wenum stated the City of Austin can designate up to 20% of their 

local roads as Municipal State Aid Streets and receive funding from the State of Minnesota for 

them.  Mr. Wenum requested the Council designate an additional .23 miles which would result in 

an additional $5,000 in State Aid funding per year. 

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, approving 

the City of Austin’s Municipal State Aid designation.  Carried. 

 

The item will be on the December 16, 2019 City Council Agenda. 

 



Item No. 3 – Administrative Report  

 

None. 

 

Item No. 4 - Open Discussion 

 

None. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the 

meeting at 6:25 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

______________________ 

Ann M. Kasel 

City Clerk 

 


