
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

December 16, 2019 

  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, 

Rebecca Waller, Jason Baskin, Joyce Poshusta Council Member-

at-Large Jeff Austin 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Helle 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, Police Chief David McKichan, Planning and 

Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, City Attorney Craig Byram, 

Library Director Julie Clinefelter, Human Resources Director Trish 

Wiechmann. City Clerk Ann Kasel, Officers Daniel Osborne, Jeff 

Marx, Zach Gast, Hannah Mueller, Samuel Diggins, CSO Officers 

Nick Zago and Brady McDermott 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Patty Shatek, Brian Krueger, Kim Underwood, Matt Holten, 

Marilyn Prenosil, Oballa Oballa, Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Additional Backup: 

 

(res) 17. Approving an ICM agreement with Hormel Foods. 

 

Removed from Agenda: 

 

 12. Reviewing a rezoning request petitioned by Bob and Sheila Helmers. 

 

Added to the Agenda: 

 

(mot) 21d.  Removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 1107 4th Street NW, Ramirez  

  Property. 

  

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the agenda 

as amended.   Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving Council 

minutes from December 2, 2019 and the Truth in Taxation hearing on December 4, 2019.  

Carried. 

 



RECOGNITIONS AND AWARDS 

 

Mower County Coordinator Trish Harren presented the City with the Food Drive Plaque.  The 

City employees donated more total pounds of food per employee than the County employees to 

the local food shelf. 

 

The Mayor congratulated the following individuals on their retirements: 

  Patty Shatek – January 31, 2019 (WWTP, 1/1/2000) 

David Hoversten – January 31, 2019 (Administration, 2/1/1997) 

Brian Krueger – February 20, 2019 (Police, 2/1/1984) 

Kim Underwood – May 3, 2019 (Park & Recreation, 8/23/1982) 

Matt Holten – May 23, 2019 (Police, 10/15/1986) 

 

The Mayor welcomed the Police Department’s new officers Daniel Osborne, Jeff Marx, Zach 

Gast, Hannah Mueller and Samuel Diggins.  He also welcomed new Community Service 

Officers Nick Zago and Brady McDermott.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 

  2020 License Renewals (complete list available in Council chambers) 

  Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austin Youth Hockey on January 9, 2020 

  Exempt Gambling (raffle):  NWRP Cedar River Longbeards on January 25, 2020 

  Temporary Liquor:  Pacelli on January 18, 2020 

 

 Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b.   Investment Report. 

Carried.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

A public hearing was held for the 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan for 2020-2024.  Director of 

Administrative Services Tom Dankert stated the Council reviewed the proposed plan in detail 

earlier in the year at work sessions.  He stated the plan serves as authorization to spend funds in 

2020 and as a roadmap for future years.  He added that some of the improvements in the CIP are 

subject to receiving grants for funding. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting a resolution 

adopting the 5-year capital improvement plan.  Carried 6-0. 

 



A public hearing was held for the tax abatement application from Kevin and Doreen Nelson.  

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the Nelson’s are proposing to build a $350,000 home at 

2407 12th Avenue SW. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving a 5-year 

tax abatement for Kevin and Doreen Nelson.  Carried 6-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve the tax levy 

for 2020 at $7,150.000 and approve the 2020 budget.  

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a resolution 

approving the tax levy for the year 2020.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution adopting the budget for the year 2020.  Carried 6-0. 
 
Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council cancel certain ad 

valorem tax levies because the City has sufficient balances available to pay the principal and 

interest on the bonds. 
 
Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, adopting 

a resolution authorizing the cancellation of certain ad valorem tax levies.  Carried 6-0. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting 

a resolution granting 2020 licenses for the sale of hard liquor on-sale, Sunday hard liquor on-

sale, Sunday wine on-sale, brewer on sale tap room and 3.2 beer on and off-sale.  Carried 6-

0. 
 
The Council reviewed an ordinance for engine braking.  Police Chief David McKichan stated 

there have been complaints about engine braking and the ordinance would give the City power to 

enforce the ordinance against vehicles that are engine braking in City limits. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, for preparation of the 

ordinance.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, for adoption 

and publication of the ordinance.  Carried 6-0. 
 
Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council modify the State Aid Municipal Street 

map to maximize the state aid funding received by the City. 
 
Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a resolution 

revising the State Aid Municipal Streets map.  Carried 6-0. 



 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Waller, appointing the 

following individuals to the Arts and Culture Committee: 
    
  Herve Idjidina  1/1/2020 – 12/31/2020 
  Doug Nuckolls 1/1/2020 – 12/31/2020 
  John Deyo  1/1/2020 – 12/31/2021 
  Elizabeth Leyk 1/1/2020 – 12/31/2021 
  Miranda Moen  1/1/2020 – 12/31/2021 
  Janet Anderson 1/1/2020 – 12/31/2022 
  Laura Helle  1/1/2020 – 12/31/2022 
 
Carried. 
 
City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve a franchise extension agreement 

with Spectrum through June 30, 2020. 
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution 

approving a franchise extension with Spectrum through June 30, 2020.  Carried 6-0. 
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Waller, appointing Karem Salas 

Ramirez as the honorary council member February – April 2020.  Carried. 
 
Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve an individual control 

mechanism agreement with Hormel Foods for the spice annex.  The agreement sets forth the 

limitations, conditions and requirements for sanitary sewer discharges.  He stated this is a new 

facility agreement. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a 

resolution approving an ICM agreement with Hormel Foods.  Carried 5-0 with Council Member 

Baskin abstaining.   

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a grant extension to the Main 

Street Flood Control Project, Phase 1.  The project is complete and there is $300,000 remaining 

in the grant.  The City would like to utilize those funds for other projects so an extension for the 

grant is being requested. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a 

resolution approving a DNR grant extension for the North Main Flood Control Project, Phase 1.  

Carried 6-0. 
 
Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a MnDOT detour agreement.  

The Oakland Avenue West ramp will be closed as part of a freeway reconstruction project and 

traffic will have to use the 14th Street NW exit.  MnDOT is compensating the City for use of its 

roads on the detour in the amount of $568.82. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a 

resolution approving a detour agreement with MnDOT. Carried 6-0. 
 



 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution 

declaring the property at 1001 7th Avenue NE as hazardous.  Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Baskin, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 507 1st Avenue SW, Vlasaty Property.  Carried.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 301 Main Street South, Shel Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 707 8th Avenue SW, Clark Property.  Carried.   

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 1107 4th Street NW, Ramirez Property.  Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Marilyn Prenosil, 2017 6th Avenue NE, expressed concerns about the Christmas light display on 

Main Street. 

 

Oballa Oballa, 1000 14th Street NW, Apt 203, stated he would like to help with the Census. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the 

meeting to January 6, 2020.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:     6:08 p.m.   

  

Approved:    January 6, 2020  

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       


