
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

January 21, 2020 

  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, 

Rebecca Waller, Jason Baskin, Laura Helle, Joyce Poshusta 

Council Member-at-Large Jeff Austin 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Police 

Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec Director Kevin Nelson, 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, City Attorney 

Craig Byram, Library Director Julie Clinefelter, Officer JJ 

Mueller, Officer Michael Nordean and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Carol McAlister, Felicia Learn, Wanda Weigel, Austin Daily 

Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Addition to the Consent Agenda 

 

(mot) 4.  Excavation:  Cole’s Electric, Owatonna  

 

Removed from the Agenda 

 

(res) 9. Approving a contract with SEH, Inc. for the design of the WWTP.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the agenda 

as amended. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, approving Council 

minutes from January 6, 2020 and January 13, 2020.  Carried. 

 

RECOGNITIONS AND AWARDS 

 

Chief McKichan stated on April 14, 2019 Carol McAlister was involved in a choking incident 

and he recognized Officers Michael Nordean and JJ Mueller, Dispatcher Felicia Learn, 

Dispatcher Wanda Weigel and emergency medical service personnel.  Ms. McAlister thanked all 

the parties involved for saving her life. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 



 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 

 

Licenses: 

 Excavation:  Consolidated Communications, Mankato 

 Excavation:  Midwest Diversified Utilities, LLC, Ellendale  

 Exempt gambling (raffle):  Mower County Habitat and Pheasants Forever on  

  February 22, 2020  

 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austin Area Chamber of Commerce on March 6,  

  2020 

 Food:  Super Fresh Produce, 2101 4th Street NW  

 Food:  UVFS Cafeteria – Hormel, 500 14th Avenue NE 

 Kennel:  Rocko’s Retreat & Doggy Daycare, 1400 10th Drive SW, Suite A 

 Mobile Business:  YarnMobile, LLC, 109 1st Ave SE, Suite 4 

 Taxi Driver:  Miguel Deleon, 805 5th Avenue NE 

 Temporary Liquor:  Mower County Ag Society on February 9, 2020 

 Temporary Liquor:  Mower County Ag Society on August 8-11, 2020 

 Temporary Liquor:  Mower County Ag Society on September 19, 2020 

 Tree Service:  AC Tree Service, LLC, Rochester  

 Excavation:  Cole’s Electric, Owatonna 

 

Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Investment Report. 

 

Event Applications: 

 American Cancer Society Relay for Life of Mower County on July 24, 2020  

  

Carried.  

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council set the mileage 

reimbursement rate at 57.5 cents per mile for 2020. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting a 

resolution setting the mileage reimbursement rate for 2020.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the council extend the investment 

allocation resolution to allow for $300,000 to be transferred into the building fund instead of the 

full $450,000 due to low interest rates. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a 

resolution amending the investment interest allocation policy.  Carried 7-0. 

 



Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council set the 2020 assessment rates at an 

increase of 5% over the 2019 rates.   The rates would be used to assess property owners on street 

projects. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting a resolution 

approving 2020 assessment rates.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang presented a proposal by SEH, Inc. for a flood mitigation 

project at the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Currently the Plant is protected by a levee system 

constructed under emergency conditions to protect the Plant.  This levee is not FEMA quality 

and the City would like to construct a wall and levee system to properly protect this valuable 

asset.  SEH provided a quote in the amount of $526,670 for project coordination, plans & design, 

permitting and bidding services.  The work would be paid for with 50% DNR grant and 50% 

local option sales tax.  Mr. Lang stated construction would begin in the fall of 2021. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, adopting a 

resolution approving a contract with SEH, Inc. for flood mitigation services at the Waste Water 

Treatment Plant.  Carried 7-0. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve revisions to the Austin 

Community Rec Center lease dated October 25, 2017.  Currently the lease states that the Youth 

Activity Center will be for youth in grades 5-12.  The request is that the lease be revised for 

students in 2nd – 12th grades so that all youth have access to the Youth Activity Center.  Another 

requested change is the Landlord’s payment of $100,000 per year for operations.  The request is 

for that amount to be disbursed on a quarterly basis instead of at the end of the year. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting a resolution 

approving a modification of lease for the Community Rec Center.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City requested proposals for engineering services 

for improvements to the 4th Street NW signal lights.  WHKS provided the lowest proposal at 

$32,000 for the project with would include design and construction inspection services.   

 

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a contract with WHKS for a signal light study on 4th Street NW.  Carried 7-0. 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the Council appoint election judges for the 2020 elections which 

will take place on March 3, 2020, August 11, 2020 and November 3, 2020.   

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution appointing election judges for 2020 elections.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a resolution 

approving a transfer of an off-sale liquor license to Kolokithas & Sons, Inc. dba Apollo Liquor.  

Carried 6-0 with Council Member Fischer abstaining.   

 



Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution 

approving an on-sale wine license to Munch, LLC dba Mixto.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace stated Forrest and Karen Dryden have 

requested annexation into the City for city services.  Red Rock township considered the 

resolution and passed it at their January 19, 2020 meeting.  The tax reimbursement to the 

township would be over seven years. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution approving an annexation agreement with Red Rock Township for the Dryden 

property.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 712 2nd Avenue NE, Quetzecua Property.  Carried.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 110 12th Street NE, Patel Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 505 11th Street NW, Yabandith Property.  Carried.   

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 507 1st Avenue SW, 406 2nd Street SE, Jones Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1904 22nd Drive SW, Mitchell Property.  Carried.   

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 1921 Oakland Avenue E, Ruble Property.  Carried.   

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Helle thanked the City snow plow crews for their recent hard work to keep the 

streets clean. 

 

Library Director Julie Clinefelter stated there will be a representative from the Census at the 

library on February 23rd from 12 – 5 p.m. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, adjourning the 

meeting to February 3, 2020.  Carried. 



 

Adjourned:     5:59 p.m.   

  

Approved:    February 3, 2020  

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


