
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

February 3, 2020 

  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, 

Rebecca Waller, Laura Helle, Jason Baskin, Joyce Poshusta 

Council Member-at-Large Jeff Austin 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, Police Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec 

Director Kevin Nelson, City Attorney Craig Byram (5:32), Library 

Director Julie Clinefelter, Human Resources Director Trish 

Wiechmann and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Honorary Council Member Karem Ramirez, Brandon 

Fitzsimmons, Austin Daily Herald, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Additions to the Agenda 

 

(res) 7a. Approving a contract with SEH, Inc. for the design of the Waste Water Treatment 

Plant. 

 

(res) 7b. Approving a contract with Hormel Foods Corporation for the Waste Water Treatment  

  Plant expansion.  

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the agenda.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving Council 

minutes from January 21, 2020.  Carried. 

 

RECOGNITIONS AND AWARDS 

 

Mayor Stiehm introduced the Honorary Council Member Karem Ramirez.  She stated she was 

excited for the opportunity to work with the Council. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 



Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 

 

Licenses: 

 Excavation: Egan Company, PO Box 457 

 Excavation: S.L. Contracting, Inc., Rochester  

 Excavation T-Ray Construction, Blaine  

 Food:  Culver’s of Austin, 1800 8th Street NW 

 Food:  Lou’s Sweet Treats, 708 14th Street NE 

 Food:  Papa Murphy’s Take N’ Bake Pizza, 402 1st Avenue SW 

 Mobile Business:  Hog Wild Wings, 18426 State Hwy 105 

 Sign Installer:  M & M Signs, Mankato 

 Tree Service:  Mike’s Shrub and Hedge, Holdingford 

   

Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Credit Card Report. 

 

Carried.  

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated Kurt Potach has requested to connect to City sewer 

through the Belleman’s Addition agreement.  Mr. Lang recommended approval of the request to 

amend the agreement to add the parcel to the Belleman’s Sanitary Sewer agreement to add the 

property and allow it to connect into the sewer system without annexation into the City. 

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

amending Belleman’s Sanitary Sewer District.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang presented an individual control mechanism agreement 

(ICM) with Jim Baldus.  Mr. Baldus owns the property at 911 Oakland Avenue West and it was 

recently discovered that the sump pump was discharging into the sanitary sewer.  It was 

determined that the MPCA required the discharge due to the groundwater contamination around 

the property.  Mr. Lang stated a meter will need to be installed and Mr. Baldus will be charged 

for the water discharged into the sanitary sewer. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution 

approving an individual control mechanism (ICM) agreement with Jim Baldus.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang reviewed the process for the Waste Water Treatment Plant 

$78 million expansion and phosphorus reduction project.  He stated the City is working with 

SEH for the project and reviewed the plan as proposed by SEH for the project which includes 

project meetings and management; preliminary design; final design; cost of service rate study; 

bidding services and funding services.  This process is project to take 18 months with bidding in 

June of 2021.  Mr. Lang recommended extending a contract with SEH for engineering design 



and bidding services for the Waste Water Treatment Plant expansion and phosphorus reduction 

project.  The contract cost is estimated over $3.65 million and would be funded 50% from the 

City and 50% from Hormel Foods.  Mr. Lang also presented an agreement with Hormel Foods 

for the payment of the 50% cost for the upgrades to the Waste Water Treatment Plant. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution approving a contract with SEH, Inc. for the design of the Waste Water Treatment 

Plant.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City of Austin and Hormel Foods have an 

agreement for the maintenance and operation of the Waste Water Treatment Plant dated May 31, 

1995.  Due to the proposed improvements at the Plant, the agreement needs to be modified to set 

forth the obligations of each party for the Plant upgrades.  Hormel Foods will pay 50% of the 

total costs of the design of the project.  Another agreement will be entered into once the 

construction begins. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving a 

contract with Hormel Foods Corporation for the Waste Water Treatment Plant expansion.  

Carried 6-0 with Council Member Baskin abstaining.      

 

Administrative Services Director Tom Dankert requested the Council approve an audit quote 

from CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP for the City’s annual audit in the amount of $46,305.  The City 

has used for many years without complaint. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, approving an audit 

quote from CLA, LLP for the 2019 audit.  Carried. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kevin Nelson request Council authorize the replacement of a 

1996 snow blower unit that is failing.  He stated they have put money into repairs over the last 

few years and the current repairs would be over half of the cost of a new unit. 

 

Administrative Services Director Tom Dankert stated there will a budget amendment reflecting 

this change at a later date.   

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving 

the replacement of a Park and Rec snowblower unit.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang provided an update on Mower County’s All-Hazard 

Mitigation Plan stating there were no property acquisitions or demolitions in 2019 and the City 

began work on the Turtle Creek Flood Control project.    

 

REPORTS 

 



Council Member Helle noted there will be a Matchbox show at Paramount the weekend of 

February 8th and 9th.  She congratulated the YMCA and the Austin Community Recreation 

Center for the opening of the new facility.  She also thanked all those involved in Paint the Town 

Pink. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Austin stated he attended the plunge for Paint the Town Pink and it 

was a great community event.  

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated he recently met with Senator Sparks and Representative 

Poppe about the Waste Water Treatment Plant bonding proposal.  

 

Library Director Julie Clinefelter stated there will be a Census jobs representative at the Library 

on February 12 from 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

 

Administrative Services Director Tom Dankert stated the City is having difficulty with the video 

streaming equipment and hope to have it working soon. 

 

Mayor Stiehm stated the Minneapolis Children’s Theater will be putting on a play in February 

about the Hormel strike. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the 

meeting to February 18, 2020.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:     5:48 p.m.   

  

Approved:    February 18, 2020  

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


