
M I N U T E S 

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE WORK SESSION 

February 18, 2020 

City Hall Conference Room A 

 
PRESENT:    Mayr Stiehm.  Council Members Steve King, Laura Helle, Paul Fischer, 

Rebecca Waller, Jason Baskin, Joyce Poshusta Council Member-at-Large 

Jeff Austin 

 

ABSENT:  
 

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative Services Tom 

Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Parks and Recreation 

Director Kevin Nelson, Police Chief David McKichan, Library Director 

Julie Clinefelter, Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace and 

City Clerk Ann Kasel 

  

ALSO PRESENT:  Jennifer Lawhead, Jayne Gibson and Molly Lanke, Honorary Council 

Member Karem Ramirez, Public 

 

Mayor Stiehm opened the meeting at 6:39 p.m.   

 

Item No. 1 – Early Learning Nation Grant  

 

Jennifer Lawhead with Austin Public Schools stated there is a high economic impact from 

investing in early childhood education.  

 

Jayne Gibson with Austin Aspires stated the groups collaborated, applied for and received an 

Early Learning Grant.  The grant was awarded to six communities in the United States with the 

goal of every child being ready for kindergarten. 

 

Molly Lanke with the United Way asked the Council to keep the goal in mind as the City sets 

policies and for the City workplace.   

 

For Council information only; no additional Council action needed at this time. 

 

Item No. 2 – Turtle Creek 2 Sanitary Sewer Project Update and Payment Options 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang presented a feasibility report for the Turtle Creek 2 project 

stating the project will connect 40 homes into the City sewer system at an estimated cost of 

$1,933,001.  The City hopes to receive a Point Source Implementation Grant for 80% of the 

construction costs in the amount of $1,310,400.80 leaving $622,600.20 to be funded through 

Fund 61 of the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  There were 36 non-compliant properties that 

would need to be hooked up upon completion of the project.    

 



The City proposes to charge each property owner at Sewer Access Charge of $16,700.  He stated 

that currently that amount is due when property owners apply for a plumbing permit.  There are 

also additional charges for the plumbing permit and water meter. 

 

He stated that with any hook up, the property owner would have an additional $2,000 to $5,000 

to pay to a private contractor to make the connection to their home.   

 

Austin Utilities surveyed residents if they would like water extended to the properties when the 

sewer service is extended.  Only 25% of the residents that responded wanted the water service.  

Based on the responses, Austin Utilities will not be extending water to the area.   

 

Mr. Lang proposed two options for assessing the SAC fee.  Both would include the property 

owner signing an assessment waiver form and either all of the SAC or half of the SAC charge 

placed on their taxes for a period of ten years.  City Clerk Ann Kasel noted that the property 

would need to still be given all the assessment notices. 

 

After additional discussion, moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council 

Member Baskin, approving the assessment of the Sewer Access Charge for ten years on real 

estate taxes with the same payment options as the street assessments.  Carried.   

 

The item will be brought forward on a future Council meeting.  

 

Item No. 3 –  Administrative Report 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark suggested a facilitator for the annual Council retreat.  He stated 

Pam Bishop with the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation would charge $1,000 for the 

retreat.  He also got a quote for $2,500 from another individual.   

 

Council expressed its desire to hire Pam Bishop for the Council retreat. 

 

Item No. 4 – Open Discussion 

 

None. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the 

meeting at 7:25 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

______________________ 

Ann M. Kasel 

City Clerk 

 


