
 M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

May 18, 2020 

  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Member-at-Large Jeff Austin.  Council 

Member Joyce Poshusta 

 

MEMBERS APPEARING 

ELECTRONICALLY: Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, Rebecca Waller,  

Laura Helle and Jason Baskin 

  

MEMBERS ABSENT: None. 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, Police Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec 

Director Kevin Nelson, City Attorney Craig Byram, Library 

Director Julie Clinefelter, City Clerk Ann Kasel and Human 

Resources Director Trish Wiechmann (5:46 p.m.) 

 

STAFF APPEARING  

ELECTRONICALLY: Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Austin Daily Herald 

 

OTHERS APPEARING  

ELECTRONICALLY: Honorary Council Oballa Oballa, Eric Olson, Eric Brownlow, 

Mark Nibaur, Elaine Hansen, Curtis Sorenson 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Added to the agenda: 

 

(res) 18.  Accepting an FAA Cares Grant. 

 

Removed from agenda: 

 

(res) 10.  Approving a DNR grant for 509 South Main Street.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, approving Council 

minutes from May 4, 2020.  Carried. 



 

Mayor Stiehm read a Proclamation in support of embracing diversity in Austin. 

 

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, seconded by Council Member Baskin, approving the 

consent agenda as follows:  

 

 Licenses:  

  Concrete:  Hodgman Concrete & Masonry, LLC, Owatonna 

  Excavation:  S & S Drainage, 1705 16th Street SW 

  Exempt Gambling (bingo):  American Legion Post 91 at the Mower County  

    Fair August 11-16, 2020 

    

 Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Investment Report. 

 

 Event Applications:   

  Neveln Elementary School Joy ride on June 1, 2020 

  

Carried.  

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

Austin Utilities General Manager Mark Nibaur requested the Council approve an updated to the 

Power Sales Contract to accurately reflect Austin Utilities’ power delivery and metering points.  

He stated the Austin Utilities Board of Commissioners approved the amendment at their April 

14, 2020 meeting. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a 

resolution approving a SMMPA power sales contract on behalf of Austin Utilities.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, cancelling the 2020 

fireworks and 4th of July event.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, 

closing the municipal pool for 2020.  Carried. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve a three-year labor agreement 

with the Austin Associates Organization.  The contract includes memorandums of 

understanding for step placement through the base pay scale and retroactivity to July 1, 

2019. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution approving a labor agreement and memorandums of agreement for Austin 

Associates Organization.  Carried 6-1 with Council Member Baskin voting nay. 

 



Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a five-year individual control 

mechanism with Hormel Foods for the Spice Annex.  The agreement was revised from the 

December 2019 ICM to eliminate the requirement for a discharge flow meter.  

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a resolution 

approving an ICM agreement with Hormel Foods.  Carried 6-0 with Council Member Baskin 

abstaining. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council approve a construction grant agreement 

with the State for the Austin Public Television project.  This would allow construction funds to 

be expended on the project for KSMQ to build the facility.   

 

Eric Olson from KSMQ thanked the Council for their support and funding for the project.  He 

stated that construction would begin in the spring of 2021 with hopes to move in at the end of the 

year. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting a resolution 

approving a construction grant agreement for the Austin Public Television Project.  Carried 7-0. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated Jaguar Communications has requested City approval to 

transfer the ownership of their franchise agreement to MetroNet Holdings, LLC.  The proposed 

agreement would also include an extension of the franchise agreement through December 31, 

2021.  This would cover cable television services to the newly annexed area of Lansing 

Township in the northern part of Austin. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a 

resolution approving the change of control for Jaguar Communications to MetroNet Holdings, 

LLC and extending the term of the franchise through December 31, 2021.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 
 
Parks and Recreation Director Kevin Nelson requested the Council approve a grant application 

for supplemental teaching staff at the Nature Center.  He stated this application is a backup in 

case the legislature does not release the funding for the summer for the teaching staff. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution approving a grant application for supplemental teaching staff at the Nature Center.  

Carried 7-0. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a fence appeal from Joaquin 

Olivares and Yesenia Maldonado.  This would appeal the 12.5 setback on corner lots and would 

convert their chain link fence into a privacy fence.  Ms. Wallace stated they have room to meet 

the setback but it would interrupt their irrigation system.  The Planning Commission reviewed 

the fence appeal at their May 12, 2020 meeting and recommended approval by a 5-1 vote with 

the condition that the fence not go further than the front of the home. 

 



 

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving a fence 

appeal from Joaquin Olivares and Yesenia Maldonado.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a planned unit development concept 

submitted by Curtis Sorenson for a small car sales lot on the property at 1500 7th Avenue NW. 

The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at their May 12, 2020 meeting and recommended 

approval by a 5-1 vote.  The Council would only be approving to move forward with the plan at 

this time and the final approval would come back to Council at a later date. 

 

Ms. Wallace noted that Bob Helmers attended the Planning Commission meeting and noted that 

he would like his property, which is adjacent to the Sorenson property, to also be approved for a 

planned unit development.  She stated that application would need to be considered separately.   

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving 

a concept plan for a planned unit development for Curtis Sorenson on the property at 1500 7th 

Avenue NW.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1000 4th Avenue NE, Lang Properties Property.  Carried.   

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, 

authorizing the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk 

and/or illegally stored vehicles at 1308 9th Avenue NW, Adonia & Jiminez Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 404 Main Street South, Hauer Property.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a FAA Cares grant.  He 

stated this grant was part of the federal stimulus package and the City is eligible for a $30,000 

grant. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, accepting a 

FAA Cares grant.  Carried 7-0. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Mayor Stiehm noted Council Member Baskin’s recent letter to the Austin Daily Herald.  He 

stated that would like to see the proposed levy increase from 0-4%.  He also noted he will not 

seek another term as mayor. 

 

Council Member King stated the Council needs to be cautious as to what message is put forth 

especially in a crisis.  He stated he is supportive of a 4% or less levy increase.  He noted that the 

City is low on taxes and spending.   



Council Member-at-Large Austin thanked Mayor Tom for this leadership.  He stated he is 

committed to a low levy for 2021. 

 

Council Member Poshusta stated the Council will work on the levy to keep it low.   

 

Council Member Helle stated she appreciated the communication with residents over the last 

week and values hearing ideas and opinions. 

 

Council Member Fischer noted the levy will be a big job but Council is a good group to work 

with. 

 

Council Member Waller stated she also enjoyed hearing from the citizens of Austin.  She also 

noted she stands behind the compensation and classification plan. 

 

Council Member Baskin thanked Council for the feedback.  He stated he would like to have 

more community engagement.   

 

Honorary Council Member Oballa Oballa praised Mayor Stiehm on his leadership. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the State’s external sign variance committee denied the 

City’s request for highway directional signs for the Spam Museum and the Hormel Nature 

Center.   

 

He also stated the legislature did not approve a bonding bill and a special session is likely.  He 

thanked Mayor Stiehm for his service.    

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel stated filing for City offices opens on Tuesday, May 18th.  The Mayor’s 

seat and a seat from each of the three wards is open along with three Austin Utilities seats.  It is 

$25 to file for public office. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the 

meeting to June 1, 2020.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:     6:36 p.m.   

  

Approved:    June 1, 2020   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 


