
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

June 15, 2020 

  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Member Joyce Poshusta and Council 

Member-at-Large Jeff Austin 

 

MEMBERS APPEARING 

ELECTRONICALLY: Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, Rebecca Waller,  

Laura Helle and Jason Baskin 

  

MEMBERS ABSENT: None. 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, Police Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec 

Director Kevin Nelson, City Attorney Craig Byram, Human 

Resources Director Trish Wiechmann, Library Director Julie 

Clinefelter and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

STAFF APPEARING  

ELECTRONICALLY: Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: None 

 

OTHERS APPEARING  

ELECTRONICALLY: Honorary Council Oballa Oballa 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Added to the agenda: 

 

 4.  Consent Agenda 

  Mobile Food:  M&S Outdoor Equipment dba Big Red, Albert Lea  

 

Additional backup on the agenda: 

 

(res) 12.  Accepting a DNR Grant for 509 South Main Street. 

 

(mot) 17.  Approving an avigation easement with the State of Minnesota, Department of  

Military Affairs. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the 

agenda.  Carried.   



 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Baskin, approving Council 

minutes from two meetings on June 1, 2020.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the 

consent agenda as follows:  

 

Licenses: 

 Concrete:  Kevin Neitzell Construction, LLC, Hayward 

 Food:  Austin Hotel Group, LLC dba Cobblestone Hotel & Suites, 1000 16th Ave NW 

 Hotel:  Austin Hotel Group, LLC dba Cobblestone Hotel & Suites, 1000 16th Ave NW 

 Mobile Business:  Santa Maria BBQ, 900 6th Avenue SW 

 Mobile Business:  M&S Outdoor Equipment dba Big Red, Albert Lea 

   

Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Investment and Credit Card Reports. 

   

Carried.  

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve the 2019 audit 

report.  The City had a clean report with no findings.   

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the 

2019 audit report.  Carried. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested Council approval to call the Series 

2009A bonds early.  He stated there is approximately $305,000 remaining on the bonds plus 

interest and there is no sense in paying 4% interest to bond holders when the City has cash to pay 

them off.  He requested a loan from the General Fund to the TIF Debt Service Fund for 

$313,323.75 and a resolution authorizing the prepayment of the outstanding bonds.   Mr. Dankert 

stated the City will save about $40,000 over the life of the bonds. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a 

resolution approving a loan from the General Fund to the TIF Debt Service Fund.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution calling the 2009A TIF bonds.  Carried 7-0. 

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the Council approve a senior deferral for Philip and Paula 

Palacios.  She stated they applied for the deferral and met the criteria. 

 

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, adopting a 

resolution approving a senior deferral for Philip and Paula Palacios.  Carried 7-0. 



 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution 

approving a hard liquor on-sale and Sunday hard liquor on-sale license to Austin Hotel Group, 

LLC dba Cobblestone Hotel & Suites.  Carried 7-0. 

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested Council direction for summer ice at Riverside Arena.  

It would cost approximately $14,500 per month in utilities to have ice which would be offset by 

a one-time payment of $5,600 for a Bruins hockey camp along with some other smaller rental 

events. 

 

Council Member Helle asked if the City had heard from the Bruins on summer camps. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Kevin Nelson stated current State regulations allow 2 pods of 10 

people on the ice. 

 

Council Member King stated the pool is not opening so the Council should be consistent with 

protecting public health and not allowing summer ice.   

 

Council Member-at-Large Austin stated the pool was closed consistent with the Governor’s 

regulations at the time.  He stated the Governor’s restrictions have changed and thinks the 

situation should be reviewed with the current restrictions.  

 

Council Member King stated Mower County is second in the State per capita of COVID-19 

cases. 

 

Council Member Fischer stated he does not support summer ice activities due to the rising cases 

in Mower County. 

 

Council Member Baskin stated he would like to promote public safety. 

 

Council Member Helle stated she recognizes that local businesses will benefit from the hockey 

camps but she didn’t feel like it was enough benefit for the public health risk.  

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, against summer ice at 

Riverside Arena.  Carried 6-1 with Council Member-at-Large Austin voting nay. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang recommended not spraying for mosquitoes with few large 

events due to COVID-19 and the savings in the 2020 budget.  He stated the spraying has short 

term results and the mosquito population will continue to multiply with the wet weather.  The 

City typically sprayed 3 times per year around big community events at a cost of $12,000. 

 

Council Member Waller stated she would like the City to spray since we are encouraging more 

people to spend time outdoors. 

 

Council Member King stated he is against spraying since the public events were cancelled.   

 



Council Member Poshusta spoke against spraying as a budget savings. 

 

Council Member Fischer spoke against spraying because it’s a very short-term gain. 

 

Baskin stated he was favor of spraying for mosquitoes because there is strong community 

support for it. 

 

Helle stated she was also in favor of spraying since the community is spending so much time 

outdoors.  

 

Council Member-at-Large Austin spoke in support of spraying since the money would just add to 

the City’s reserves.   

 

Mr. Lang stated he would contact the spraying company and get them to spray as soon as 

possible then take their recommendation for future applications as budgeted. 

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member Helle, in support of spraying 

for mosquitoes as budgeted.  Carried 4-3 with Council Members King, Fischer and Poshusta 

voting nay. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council accept a resolution accepting a DNR 

grant for 509 South Street.  The grant would be for 50% matching funds up to $61,500 for the 

acquisition and demolition of the property.  The property was located in the flood zone and 

matching funds would be provided with Local Option Sales Tax.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a resolution 

accepting a DNR grant for 509 South Main Street.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council authorize the application of an FAA 

grant in the amount of $258,927.90 for the Airport/Armory easement and fence relocation 

project.   

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Baskin, approving 

an FAA grant application.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City received bids for a fence relocation at the 

Armory as part of the Airport easement project.  The City received one bid from Century Fence 

Company in the amount of $24,907.90.  The project will be funded through FAA grants and Mr. 

Lang recommended awarding the bid contingent upon the successful completion of the FAA 

grants. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving a contract 

with Century Fence Company for a fence relocation at the Austin Armory subject to the 

successful completion of the FAA grants to fund the project.  Carried 7-0. 

 



Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City has contracted with SEH to complete 

easement documents and acquisition services for an Avigation Easement across the Austin 

Armory Property and once the easement is approved the FAA will require the Airport to update 

the Airport Layout Plan and Exhibit A property map.  SEH has provided a proposal in the 

amount of $130,600 for the services and funds for the project are eligible for 100% 

reimbursement though a FAA grant. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving a 

contact with SEH for an airport layout plan and Exhibit A update.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested an amendment to an agreement with SEH for 

drafting the avigation easement due to additional research costs in the amount of $21,900.  He 

requested the Council approve amendment #1 to the contract which was originally authorized on 

November 18, 2019. 

 

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, approving 

an amendment to a contract with SEH in the amount of $21,900 for an avigation easement.  

Carried 7-0.  

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve the final avigation easement 

with the State of Minnesota, Department of Military Affairs for the Austin National Guard 

Armory. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the 

final avigation easement with the State of Minnesota, Department of Military Affairs.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, appointing 

Karem Salas Ramirez to the Planning Commission, term ending 12/31/2023.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, appointing 

Dora Martinez as an Honorary Council Member, term from August – October 2020.  Carried. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a vacant building ordinance.  She 

stated the purpose of the ordinance is to identify and regulate vacant buildings for public safety.  

The proposed fee for each building would be $120.  The program fees would sustain itself. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang noted the Council should take staffing into consideration 

when implementing new programs. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, for 

preparation of the ordinance.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, for 

adoption and publication of the ordinance.  Carried 7-0. 

 



Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution for summary publication of the ordinance.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a 

resolution setting fees for the vacant building ordinance.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Baskin, declaring the garage at 

1413 9th Avenue NW as a hazardous structure.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 606 10th Street NE, Hernandez/Mendoza Property.  Carried.   

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Waller, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 706 11th Street NE. Soeun Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 1610 1st Avenue SE, Declue Property.  Carried. 

 

HONORARY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 

 

Honorary Council Member Oballa Oballa stated he is learning a lot through the program and is 

helping to recruit additional Honorary Council Members. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Helle stated anyone that is over 21 years of age and has lived in city for 30 

days or more is eligible to apply for the Honorary Council Member position.  

 

City Administrator Craig Clark noted that $12 million for the Waste Water Treatment Plant is 

included in the proposed Senate bonding bill. 

 

Library Director Julie Clinefelter stated the summer reading club will be online this year.  Also 

on Wednesdays the youth services librarian will be outside from 1-3 with activities.  

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the 

meeting to July 6, 2020.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    6:45 p.m.   

  

Approved:    July 6, 2020   

   

Mayor:       

 



City Recorder:       

 


