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June 15, 2020
City Council Chambers

Mayor Stiehm. Council Member-at-Large Jeff Austin and Council
Member Poshusta

Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, Rebecca Waller,
Laura Helle, Jason Baskin

None.

City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative
Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire
Chief Jim McCoy, Police Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec
Director Kevin Nelson, Human Resources Director Trish
Wiechmann Library Director Julie Clinefelter, and City Clerk Ann
Kasel

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace

Chad Adams, Sheila Berger, Brian Todd, Honorary Council
Member Oballa Oballa

Mayor Stiehm opened the meeting at 6:50 p.m.

Item No. 1 — River Bend Townhomes Proposal

City Administrator Craig Clark presented a proposal for a 30-unit complex known as River Bend
Townhomes. The development would be located on a 4.66 acre parcel on 15" Avenue NE east
of Kuehn Motors and adjacent to Interstate 90. Mr. Clark requested Council support for a TIF
district to be established in support of the development. He stated this is a highly competitive

application.

Chad Adams with Southwest Minnesota Housing Partnership presented some details of the
project. He stated he is wrapping up the purchase option with the seller. He stated the project
would be awarded in December. He also noted there may be some challenges included a wetland

on the site.



Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Baskin, in support of the
creation of a TIF district for River Bend Townhomes. Carried.

The item will be on the July 6, 2020 Council agenda.

Item No. 2 — Stop Sign Requests

This item was continued from the June 1, 2020 work session.

Public Works Director Steven Lang continued the discussion on a stop sign for 8" Avenue & 7%
Street NW. He stated a possible solution is to allow the school to install portable crosswalk signs
on 8" Avenue NW during morning drop off and afternoon pick up. He noted that these
crosswalk signs have been used at other school buildings with good results.

Police Chief David McKichan stated he has visited the area and made the recommendation that
the trees be trimmed for greater visibility of the stop signs and pedestrian crossing signs. He also
stated he consulted with School Resource Officer Lunt about the situation. Officer Lunt stated
he has observed the area in the mornings during school times and parents dropping off and
picking up mid-block is an issue.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Helle, recommending a
portable crosswalk sign at the intersection of 8" Avenue & 7" Street NW. Carried.

Item No. 3 — Local Option Sales Tax Discussion

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the Local Option Sales Tax was established in 2007
and was eligible to run for 20 years or until funding for all designated flood projects was
completed. The sales tax generates approximately $1.3 million per year and to date the City has
competed $36.5 million in projects with funding from the DNR, LOST and other grants.

He stated the City has identified future projects including a flood levee at the Waste Water
Treatment Plan, property acquisitions, a drainage project and four sewer projects. He requested
Council direction as to those projects so to identify when to “turn off” the LOST tax.

Mr. Lang stated if Council chooses to identify the Ellis Ditch project then the Local Option Sales
Tax would be extended to 2025.

The Council spoke in support of Mr. Lang’s plan to include all the proposed projects. No
additional Council action needed at this time.

Item No. 4 — Liquor License Proration Due to COVID-19

City Clerk Ann Kasel stated bars and restaurants have been hard hit from the COVID-19
pandemic and were unable to sell liquor which has a high license cost. She proposed refunding a
prorated portion of 2020 license fees for on-sale liquor, on-sale wine, club, 3.2 beer and Sunday
on-sale licenses. The total refund would be approximately $12,800.



Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, to refund
liquor license holders a prorated portion of their 2020 license fees. Carried.

The item will be on the July 6, 2020 Council agenda.

Item No. 5 - Administrative Report

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the budget group is meeting at 8:30 a.m. on Junel8th.

Item No. 6 — Open Discussion

Council Member-at-Large Austin stated he has received complaints that restrooms in the parks
are not open. He proposed allowing hiring some part time help to clean the restrooms.

The Council supported the idea and the budget committee will review it at their Thursday
meeting.

Council Member Poshusta noted the pallets at Palleton appear to be a hazard.
Fire Chief Jim McCoy noted he has been working with the business on the issue.
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the

meeting at 7:19 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ann M. Kasel
City Clerk



