
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

August 3, 2020 

  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Member-at-Large Jeff Austin 

 

MEMBERS APPEARING 

ELECTRONICALLY: Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, Rebecca Waller,  

Laura Helle, Jason Baskin (5:31 p.m.), Joyce Poshusta 

  

MEMBERS ABSENT: None. 

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, Police Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec 

Director Kevin Nelson, City Attorney Craig Byram, Library 

Director Julie Clinefelter, Human Resources Director Trish 

Wiechmann and City Clerk Ann Kasel 

 

STAFF APPEARING  

ELECTRONICALLY: Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Oballa Oballa, Craig Jergensen, Chad Kuehne 

 

OTHERS APPEARING  

ELECTRONICALLY: Elaine Hansen, Chuck Moline, Honorary Council Member Dora 

Martinez, Jeanine Vorland,  

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Additions to the Agenda: 

 

(mot) 13. Authorizing pilot studies at the Waste Water Treatment Plant. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, approving the 

agenda as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, approving Council 

from July 16, 2020 and July 20, 2020.  Carried. 

 

Recognitions and Awards 

 

Mayor Stiehm welcomed Honorary Council Member Dora Martinez.  Ms. Martinez stated she 

has been with the Welcome Center for 11 years and provides many community services.   



 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the 

consent agenda as follows:  

 

 Licenses: 

   Mobile Food:  Solem Concessions, Inc., 19192 540th Avenue  

   Mobile Food:  Hoppers Mini Donuts, Minneapolis 

   Mobile Food: B-Lo Zero Sno Cones, Albert Lea 

 

 Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Credit Card Report. 

c. Andrew Lau, 82525 110th Street, Glenville  

 

            Event Applications:   

  Pacelli Shamrockin’ Run on September 19, 2020  

 

Carried.  

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve budget 

adjustment number 4 which would adjust the 2020 adopted budgets for the implementation of the 

compensation and classification study and the 2% cost of living adjustment for employees and 

will transfer fund from the sick leave fund to the worker’s compensation fund to help balance 

those funds.   

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a 

resolution approving budget adjustment number 4.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Police Chief David McKichan requested the Council approve an agreement for medical advising 

services with Mayo Clinic.  The services would be at no cost to the City. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, adopting a 

resolution approving a medical director agreement with Mayo Clinic.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve an asbestos abatement at 509 

South Main Street.  The City received bids and Sterling Systems, Inc. came in with the lowest 

bid at $9,480. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, adopting a 

resolution approving a contract for asbestos abatement at 509 South Main Street with Sterling 

Systems, Inc.  Carried 7-0. 

 



Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve two permanent easements 

for the Turtle Creek 2 sanitary sewer project along 36th and 37th Street NW. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a 

resolution approving Turtle Creek 2 sanitary sewer easements.  Carried 7-0. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution declaring the garage at 2017 3rd Avenue NE a hazardous structure.  Carried 7-0. 
 
Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a resolution 

declaring the garage at 1109 17th Avenue NE a hazardous structure.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Waller, authorizing the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1921 Oakland Avenue East, Ruble Property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, authorizing 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 1812 Oakland Avenue East, Affordable Rentals Property.  Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a waiver from a real property 

declaration for the MMB office on the Turtle Creek 2 project certifying that the City will 

maintain the public right of way.   

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution approving a request for waiver from real property declaration on the Turtle Creek 2 

project.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council authorize two pilot studies for new 

water treatment processes at the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  He stated the cost of the tests are 

approximately $30,000 and contingency on the expansion project will fund the testing. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, approving 

pilot studies at the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL 

 

Craig Jergensen, 401 15th Avenue NE, spoke on behalf of the Kuehne Motors neighborhood 

concerned about the low-income housing proposed for the area.  He stated he would prefer the 

complex to be built in a different location.   

 

Mayor Stiehm noted that the number one issue in Austin is housing and the project is a good 

thing for the City.   

 

Chad Kuehne, Kuehne Motors, questioned how the project will impact his business.   

 

Mayor Stiehm referred both men to meet with Craig Clark to have their questions answered. 



 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Helle stated primary voting will take place on Tuesday, August 11th and City of 

Austin residents vote at Holiday Inn conference center.  

 

City Clerk Ann Kasel noted there will be expanded voting hours for absentee voting available 

until 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday and from 10:00 – 3:00 p.m. on Saturday.   

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the 

meeting to August 17, 2020.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:     6:00 p.m.   

  

Approved:    August 17, 2020  

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


