
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

August 17, 2020 

  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Member-at-Large Jeff Austin 

 

MEMBERS APPEARING 

ELECTRONICALLY: Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, Rebecca Waller,  

Laura Helle, Jason Baskin, Joyce Poshusta 

  

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire 

Chief Jim McCoy, Police Chief David McKichan, Park and Rec 

Director Kevin Nelson, City Attorney Craig Byram, Library 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann and City Clerk Ann 

Kasel 

 

STAFF APPEARING  

ELECTRONICALLY: Library Director Julie Clinefelter, Planning and Zoning 

Administrator Holly Wallace   

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Curtis Sorenson 

 

OTHERS APPEARING  

ELECTRONICALLY: Elaine Hansen, Austin Daily Herald, Honorary Council Member 

Dora Martinez, Glenn Medgaarden, John Garry 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Additions to the Agenda: 

 

(mot) Consent Agenda: 

  Licenses: 

   Mobile Business:  Smokin Tailgate: 400 13th Street NE 

   Mobile Business:  S & L Shakes, LLC, 519 Webster Ave, North Mankato 

   

(res) 15.  Accepting election results from the August 11, 2020 Primary Election. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, approving 

the agenda as amended.  Carried. 

 



Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving Council 

from August 3, 2020.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows:  

 

 Licenses: 

 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austin Area Chamber of Commerce on October 8, 

2020 

   Mobile Business:  Smokin Tailgate: 400 13th Street NE 

   Mobile Business:  S & L Shakes, LLC, 519 Webster Ave, North Mankato 

 

 Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Financial and Investment Report. 

c. Allen Bjorge, 2305 9th Avenue SW.  The matter will be forwarded to 

the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest.   

 

Carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

A public hearing was held for a tax abatement application from New Horizon Homes & Nature 

Ridge Properties of Austin.  City Administrator Craig Clark stated they are planning on building 

a home in the Nature Ridge subdivision valued at $349,900.  Mr. Clark requested approval of the 

tax abatement application. 

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member King, approving a five-year 

tax abatement for New Horizon Homes & Nature Ridge Properties of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve $2,500 from 2020 

contingency for light replacement in the Christmas snowflakes.  The item was recommended 

at the August 3, 2020 work session.  

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, authorizing 

$2,500 from 2020 contingency funds for downtown Christmas light replacement.  Carried. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council approve the 2021 

Hormel Foundation grant rankings.   The Council prioritized them as follows at the August 

3, 2020 work session: 

 

 



1.  Chip Loan Expansion $100,000 

2. Jay C. Hormel Nature Center Education Programs $45,000 

3. Delivering the Data:  Hotspot Data Plans 2021 $45,000 

4. Shirley Theel Park Drainage $70,375 

5T. Todd Park Bridge - $100,500 

5T. Neighborhood Revitalization – Community Assessment $68,426 

7T. Fire Prevention and Education $5,000 

7T. Transitional Housing Improvements $36,540 

9.   Library Anti Racism and Diversity Inclusion Programming $5,000 

10. Astronomy Lesson (Mobile Planetarium) $40,000 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Helle, approving 2021 

Hormel Foundation grant rankings.  Carried.   

 

City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council accept a pass-through grant from the 

Hormel Foundation on behalf of the Austin Area Commission for the Arts in the amount of 

$980,741. 
 
Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution 

accepting a pass-through grant from the Hormel Foundation for the Austin Area Commission for 

the Arts.  Carried 6-0 with Council Member Helle abstaining. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Baskin, appointing 

Stephanie Holtorf to the Human Rights Commission, term expiring 12/31/2022.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Helle, adopting a 

resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin.  Carried 7-0. 
 
Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a DNR grant application for 

the purchase of 304 22nd Street SW.  The property has been impacted by multiple high-water 

events. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution approving a DNR grant application for the purchase of 304 22nd Street SW.  Carried 7-

0. 

 

Park and Recreation Director Kevin Nelson requested the Council authorize a contract with Live 

Barn for broadcasting Austin Youth Hockey games at Riverside and Packer Arenas.  This would 

be at no cost to the City. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a 

resolution authorizing a contract with Live Barn for broadcasting Austin Youth Hockey Games.  

Carried 7-0. 
 
City Administrator Craig Clark requested the Council adopt a resolution in support of the 

adoption of a bonding bill by the legislature. 

 



Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, in support of 

the adoption of a bonding bill.  Carried 7-0. 

 

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a preliminary planned unit 

development for the property at 1500 7th Avenue NW.  She stated the Planning Commission 

reviewed the application at their August 12, 2020 meeting and approved the preliminary and 

final planned unit development by a 4-1 vote subject to the following:  that accessible parking be 

added as required by law, the lot lighting for the business be off by 9 p.m., the privacy fence 

remains and is well maintained, and the traffic plan may be reviewed as needed. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving a 

preliminary and final planned unit development for the property at 1500 7th Avenue NW, subject 

to the conditions as set forth by the Planning Commission.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting a resolution 

approving the results of the August 11, 2020 election.  Carried 7-0. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Poshusta noted that the Senior Center is in need of board members and to 

contact her if interested. 

 

Council Member Baskin stated it was a well run primary. 

 

Council Member Helle stated that Austin’s turnout was 24% of eligible voters which is 

outstanding for a primary. 

 

Council Member King commended Brian Heimer on his run for mayor. 

 

Council Member-at-Large thanked Ann Kasel and Cheryl Hays for their hard work on the 

election.  

 

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the 

meeting to September 8, 2020.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:     6:00 p.m.   

  

Approved:    September 8, 2020  

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 

 


