MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
September 21, 2020
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Member-at-Large Jeff Austin

MEMBERS APPEARING

ELECTRONICALLY: Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, Rebecca Waller,
Laura Helle, Jason Baskin and Joyce Poshusta

MEMBERS ABSENT:

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative
Services Tom Dankert, Police Chief David McKichan, Park

Recreation & Forestry Director Kevin Nelson, City Attorney Craig

Byram, and City Clerk Ann Kasel

STAFF APPEARING

ELECTRONICALLY: Public Works Director Steven Lang, Fire Chief Jim McCoy,
Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace, Human
Resources Director Trish Wiechmann, Library Director Julie
Clinefelter, Parks, Recreation & Forestry Supervisor Randy
Hofner, Nature Center Director Luke Reese

OTHERS APPEARING

ELECTRONICALLY: Nick Endres, Mike Ruzek, Brian Todd, Mike Postma, Greta
Anderson, Deb Mickelsen, Tricia Olinger, Steve Kime, KAAL,
Austin Daily Herald

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
Additions to the Agenda:
Consent Agenda:
Cab Driver: Irma Diego Pedro: 805 5" Avenue NE
Excavation: Michels Power, Inc. Brownsville, WI
Sign Installer: Abel Signs, Inc., Kasson

(res) 14.  Approving a contract with WSB for ArcGIS implementation.

(res) 15.  Approving membership in Project Lifesaver.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the

agenda as amended. Carried.



Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, approving Council
minutes from September 8, 2020. Carried.

CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving the consent
agenda as follows:

Licenses:
Massage Establishment: Maryanha Massage Therapy, 1407 7" Street SE
Mobile Business: Classic Kitchen, 22133 State Hwy 56, Austin
Cab Driver: Irma Diego Pedro, 805 5" Avenue NE
Excavation: Michels Power, Inc. Brownsville, WI
Sign Installer: Abel Signs, Inc., Kasson

Claims:
a. Pre-list of bills
Financial and Investment Reports.
c. Steven Bliss, 711 10" Avenue NW. The matter has been forwarded to
the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest.

o

Event Applications:
Darren Dash 5k on October 3, 2020

Carried.
PETITIONS AND REQUESTS

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested the Council set the 2021 tax levy at
$7,436,000. This is a 4% increase from 2020. He stated the preliminary is just over $36.4
million. He also noted the Truth in Taxation Hearing will be held Wednesday, December 9,
2020 at 6:00 p.m.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, setting the
proposed tax levy and budget for 2021. Carried 7-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang provided an update for the pedestrian access plan in the
Nature Ridge subdivision. He stated phase 1 of the development began in 2007 and phase 2
began in 2019. In between those developments, the City passed a complete streets policy which
requires sidewalks for connectivity in neighborhoods. The developer is going to install sidewalk
in phase 2 of the development and the City is planning on installing sidewalk in 2022 along
phase 1 of the project. Mr. Lang stated the development agreement provided for sidewalk as
park of Phase 2 of the development.



Steve Kime stated he served on the steering committee for the Austin Comprehensive Plan and is
a member of the Vision2020 bike/walk committee. Mr. Kime advocated for the installation of
the sidewalk through phase 1 of Nature’s Ridge. He stated the sidewalk would provide a safe
access from the future development into the trail connections to the City. He asked the Council
members to reconsider their September 8™ work session decision to remove the sidewalk
connection.

Council Member Helle stated don’t have a to make a decision on it right now. Wouldn’t be
budgeted until 2021.

After additional discussion, moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member
Helle, to leave the sidewalk in the CIP for 2022 and it will be addressed with the adoption of the
CIP. Carried 5-2 with Council Members Baskin and Fischer voting nay.

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the traffic signal at North Main Street and 2™
Avenue NE/NW has been scheduled for replacement in the CIP in 2021. WHKS has
provided a proposal for preliminary engineering services on the project in the amount of
$10,000 with funding coming from State Aid funds.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving
engineering consulting services with WHKS for the Main Street and 2" Avenue traffic
signal. Carried 7-0.

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a zoning ordinance for the
Nicholas Endres property at 1101 8" Avenue SE. She stated the property is requested to be
rezoned from an “I-1” light industrial district to a “B-2” community business district and
amend the future land use plan from light industrial to retail/commercial. The rezone would
allow the existing apartment on the property and the addition of another apartment.

The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at their September 15, 2020 meeting and
recommended approval by a 6-0 vote.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Baskin, for preparation of
the zoning ordinance. Carried.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, for
adoption and publication of the ordinance. Carried 7-0.

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a fence appeal from Diane
Hanson for the property at 500 8™ Avenue SE. She stated the petition would like to replace
and existing 6-foot privacy fence at its current location which is at 4.5 feet from the property
line. The required setback is 12.5 feet. The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at
their September 15, 2020 meeting and recommended approval by a 6-0 vote.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller,
approving the fence appeal from Diane Hanson. Carried.



Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a non-conforming use request
from JS2 Properties, LLC to split parcel 34.790.0950 into two lots. She stated the current
parcel has two primary residences and the petitioners would like it split into two separate
parcels. The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at their September 15, 2020 meeting
and recommended approval by a 5-1 vote.

Council Member Helle noted she lives in the neighborhood and stated the use of the property
wouldn’t change; it would only be the property lines on a map at the County Recorder’s
Office.

Moved by Council Member Helle, seconded by Council Member King, approving a non-
conforming use request for JS2 Properties, LLC. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving a
gambling premise application from the Mower County Council for the Handicapped at Barley’s
Austin, LLC. Carried 7-0.

City Clerk Ann Kasel requested the Council approve an agreement with Mower County for
election CARES Act funding. The funds would be used for preparing the polling places for
voter safety.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Baskin, approving a
CARES agreement with Mower County for election funding. Carried 7-0.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, authorizing
the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or
illegally stored vehicles at 1005 6™ Avenue NE, Cunningham Property. Carried.

Public Works Director Steven Lang requested the Council approve a contract with WSB in the
amount of $7,500 for the implementation of the ArcGIS software. The contract would be funded
through the Storm Water Utility District and the Waste Water Treatment Plant Funds.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, approving a
contract with WSB for ArcGIS implementation. Carried 7-0.

Police Chief David McKichan requested the Council approve a membership with Project
Lifesaver, which would provide tracking services for autistic residents of Austin. He stated the
Hormel Historic Home would pay the lifetime membership fees for the Police and Fire
Departments.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving
membership in Project Lifesaver. Carried 7-0.

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL



Tricia Olinger, 605 19 Street NW, expressed her concerns about a zoning violation letter she
received from the zoning department.

REPORTS

Council Member Helle congratulated the Human Rights Commission on the Welcoming Week
events.

Council Member Baskin stated as part of Welcoming Week, Tienda Gurrero was named the
favorite immigrant owned business.

Council Member Poshusta stated there will be upcoming book events about diversity at the
Austin Public Library.

City Administrator Craig Clark stated he is corresponding with the League of MN Cities on the
CARES funding.

City Clerk Ann Kasel stated absentee voting is now open in City Hall and absentee ballots are
being sent through the mail.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the
meeting to October 5, 2020. Carried.

Adjourned: 6:28 p.m.
Approved: October 5, 2020
Mayor:

City Recorder:




