MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
October 19, 2020
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Member-at-Large Jeff Austin and Council
Member Jason Baskin

MEMBERS APPEARING
ELECTRONICALLY: Council Members Steve King, Paul Fischer, Rebecca Waller,
Laura Helle and Joyce Poshusta

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative
Services Tom Dankert, Police Chief David McKichan, Park and

Rec Director Kevin Nelson, City Attorney Craig Byram, Library
Director Julie Clinefelter and City Clerk Ann Kasel

STAFF APPEARING

ELECTRONICALLY: Public Works Director Steven Lang, Planning and Zoning
Administrator Holly Wallace, Human Resources Director Trish
Wiechmann

OTHERS APPEARING
ELECTRONICALLY: Austin Daily Herald, Kris Fadness, Mike Postma, Oballa Oballa

OTHERS PRESENT: Chip Scoggins, Aaron Lavinksy, Harlan Griese
Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
Additions to the Agenda:

7b. Granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal
of junk at 110 12 Street NE, Patel Property.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving
the agenda as amended. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, approving Council
minutes from October 5, 2020 and October 12, 2020. Carried.

Recognitions and Awards

Mayor Stiehm presented keys of the City to Chip Scoggins and Aaron Lavinsky for the article on
Austin sports. Council Member Baskin thanked the two men for their work highlighting Austin.



Austin High School Coach Kris Fadness expressed his appreciation for the article.
Mr. Scoggins stated Austin is an extraordinary town for diversity.
CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the consent
agenda as follows:

Licenses:
Massage Therapist: Angela Whalen, 58306 220" St, Austin
Mobile Food: Bummy’s BBQ/KeeKafe, LLC, Keister
Claims:
a. Pre-list of bills
b. Investment Report.
Carried.

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a fence appeal from Miguel and
Magdalena Pedro for a proposed 6-foot privacy fence which would be setback two feet from the
sidewalk in the front yard. The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at their October 13,
2020 meeting and recommended approval of the appeal by a 7-0 vote with the condition that the
new fence match the current fence.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving a fence
appeal from Miguel and Magdalena Pedro. Carried.

Planning and Zoning Administrator Holly Wallace reviewed a variance request from Minn Solar
on behalf of Mark Schaefer for a variance from the City code regarding square footage for
accessory structures. The proposed 250 square foot panel would exceed the square footage
allowed for accessory structures. The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at their October
13, 2020 meeting and recommended approval of the variance request by a 7-0 vote.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, approving a variance
request from Minn Solar on behalf of Mark Schaefer. Carried.

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Fischer, authorizing the
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally
stored vehicles at 1208 5™ Avenue NW, Optaia Property. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning
and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk at 110 12" Street NE, Patel
Property. Carried.



CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

Harlan Greise, 1310 30" Avenue NE, expressed his concerns about being reported for a weed
violation while he was in the hospital.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member King, waiving the
administrative fee from mowing for Mr. Greise. Carried.

REPORTS

Council Member Helle stated she early voted in person at City Hall. She stated there are many
options for all voters to vote.

She also noted that there have been some campaign signs stolen in town and she urged people to
respect campaign signs.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adjourning
the meeting to November 2, 2020. Carried.

Adjourned: 5:55 p.m.
Approved: November 2, 2020
Mayor:

City Recorder:



