MINUTES
COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE WORK SESSION
November 4, 2024
City Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Steve King. Council Members Laura Helle, Michael
Postma, Joyce Poshusta, Paul Fischer, Geoff Baker and Council
Member-at-Large Jeff Austin

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Jason Baskin

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative
Services Tom Dankert, Police Chief David McKichan, Public
Works Director Steven Lang, Planning and Zoning Administrator
Holly Wallace, Park and Rec Director Jason Sehon, Director of
Library Services Julie Clinefelter, Director of Human Resources
Trish Wiechmann, and City Clerk Brianne Wolf

APPEARING IN PERSON: Austin Daily Herald

Mayor Steve King opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

1. Library Presentation on Book Bans — Julie Clinefelter

Library Director Julie Clinefelter gave an informational presentation to the Council about book
bans, and why they are not allowed in Minnesota.

Ms. Clinefelter stated this information is part of the Minnesota Statute 134. The law prevents a
library from banning, removing, or restricting access. She noted this isn't something that's come
up at the Austin Public Library. She stated they haven't had an issue with any books.

Ms. Clinefelter stated this law does require a collection development policy, and they have a
collection policy. They have precise guidance on their collection development, what books they
pick, and why. The law doesn't prevent library material challenges or requests for
reconsiderations. The library has reconsideration forms, and anyone interested can fill that form
out. First, it would be reviewed by Ms. Clinefelter, a conversation would happen, and then it
would go to the library board.

Ms. Clinefelter stated one reason she wanted to bring this up is that if anyone comes to Council
and has an issue with something at the library, they can direct the person to the library director or
the forms or policies available. The library staff wants to know what the problem is and
understand that not every book is for every person and it's OK. The library staff wants to see if
they can find something else for the patron at the library.

Ms. Clinefelter showed the Council where they could locate the policies and the reconsideration
forms on the library's website.



2. Budget Discussion — Tom Dankert

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert stated that the truth in taxation documents need
to be completed and distributed to everyone. The budget is an 11.97% increase with a tax levy of
$9,800,000. The truth in taxation hearing is set for the second meeting in December. This is
where Council will vote on what the actual levy would be and certified to the county. No
additional comments regarding the 2025 budget and tax levy were made by Council.

3. Administrative Report

None

4. Open Discussion

None

Moved by Council Member Baker, seconded by Council Member Fisher, adjourning the meeting
at 6:16 p.m. Carried.

Respectfully Submitted,

Brianne D. Wolf, City Clerk



