
M I N U T E S 

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE WORK SESSION 

January 21, 2025 

City Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Steve King. Council Members Michael Postma, Paul 

Fischer, Joyce Poshusta, Jason Baskin, Laura Helle, Rebecca 

Waller and Council Member-at-Large Jeff Austin  

  

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Police Chief David McKichan, Public 

Works Director Steven Lang, Planning and Zoning Administrator 

Holly Wallace, Assistant City Engineer Andrew Sorenson, Park 

and Rec Director Jason Sehon, Director of Library Services Julie 

Clinefelter, Director of Human Resources Trish Wiechmann, and 

City Clerk Brianne Wolf 

 

APPEARING IN PERSON: Austin Daily Herald 

 

Mayor Steve King opened the meeting at 6:27 p.m. 

 

Item #1 Temporary Liquor License Ordinance Revision – Brianne Wolf & Craig Byram 

City Attorney Craig Byram stated the City’s temporary liquor ordinance is out of date compared 

to Minnesota Statutes. The City’s ordinances only reference temporary 3.2 beer and only focus on 

charitable, religious, or non-profit events. Mr. Byram stated statute allows additional organizations 

to apply for temporary liquor licenses but we do not list those in our ordinance.  

Mr. Byram also noted while looking to update this ordinance he noticed micro distilleries in the 

state statute and recognized that the City has not made any type of accommodations in our 

ordinances for these types of businesses. He stated as these businesses become more popular, he 

would like to be more proactive then reactive and if a distillery were to come to Austin and want 

to open a business, the City should have something in place. 

Mr. Byram stated the proposed ordinance does a couple of things. First, it organizes everything in 

one place. If you are looking for information related to temporary liquor licenses you will find it 

located all under one section. Second, it adds information pertaining to on and off sale for micro 

distilleries.  

Mr. Byram stated this ordinance update is to organize, clarify, and ensure that temporary licenses 

are available to all eligible organizations that would like to utilize them.  

Mayor King asked about the fees related to micro distilleries.  

City Clerk Brianne Wolf stated these amounts are set by the State and are the max that the City is 

allowed to charge.  



Council Member Postma asked Ms. Wolf to give him the ten second speech about what the updates 

are as he will be receiving questions from constituents on why this is changing.  

Ms. Wolf stated the current ordinance only references 3.2 temporary licenses and the new 

ordinance will encompass all liquor. 3.2 beer is no longer a majority of the requests for temporary 

licenses so this ordinance needs to be updated to reflect the changes and to have clearer verbiage. 

She stated the new ordinance references State statutes and outlines the City’s process for applying 

for a temporary license.  

Moved by Council Member Postma, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approved moving 

the temporary liquor license ordinance to the February 3rd, 2025 Council meeting. Carried. 

This item will be on the next Council meeting agenda.  

Item #2 Ordinance Revision – Steven Lang 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated this revision is to ensure that all the work that the City 

has invested in for the past six or seven years with the residential and commercial home inspections 

that people aren’t connected to with their sump pumps to the sanitary sewer. This would be to keep 

up our investment in our sump pump inspection program going forward. 

Mr. Lang stated he would also like to have a point-of-sale inspection; meaning when a home sells 

the seller or buyer would be required to have a home inspection completed by a licensed plumber 

that would confirm that their sump pump was not changed back to the sanitary sewer and that it is 

still legal with our current sump pump inspection requirements. Proposed are the following 

ordinance revisions: 

Point of Sale Sump Pump Inspection 

• Homeowners will be required to have their sump pump inspected by a licensed 

plumber, complete a checklist and provide it to the City at the time of sale in 

order to ensure compliance with the sump pump ordinance. 

Point of Sale Sanitary Sewer Service Inspection 

• The homeowner is responsible for their sanitary sewer service from the home to 

the connection to the main in the street. Most sewer services were installed at the 

time of the home construction, making 75% of all sewer services in Austin over 

50-years-old. The cost to repair or replace a sewer service can range from $5K- 

$15K depending upon the severity of the issue and roadway repair costs. 

• The City of Austin has invested $2.5M into inspection of sanitary sewers in an 

effort to reduce I/I in the system. Sewer services are another potential source of I/I 

through broken pipes, root infiltration and subsurface drain connections. 

• Homeowners will be required to have their sanitary sewer service inspected and 

televised by a licensed plumber, complete a checklist and provide it to the City at 

the time of sale in order to ensure it is in good working condition. 

 

Council Member Fischer asked how this would be enforced.  

 



Mr. Lang stated this ordinance would enforce it. They would get the word out to realtors to let 

them know this is now a requirement to ensure compliance. He stated if a property would change 

hands through contract for deed it would be hard to know but the City rely upon realtors.  

 

Mayor King thinks this is a good thing as he recently had to have sewer work done on his home. 

He asked what the standard would be for this ordinance. 

 

Mr. Lang stated there would be some judgement that would need to go into this. They have been 

working with WHKS on developing this program. They would need to develop some 

standardization across everyone’s service.  

 

City Administrative Craig Clark stated if there were minor issues could the City require another 

inspection in five years or seven years to keep an eye on it before they sell again.  

Mr. Lang stated they have verbiage in the ordinance that states a sump pump inspection needs to 

be renewed after at every point of sale. A sewer inspection would only need to be conducted every 

ten years. Within that ten year window if a home is inspected and sells multiple times the sewer 

service only has to be inspected after the home has surpassed that 10 years again.  

Mr. Lang stated to answer Mr. Clarks’ question, that would add another layer of complexity to it. 

He stated the point of sale is the time when money is exchanging hands and that is the best 

opportunity to get these items corrected and not push it down the road five or seven years when 

that new buyer maybe doesn’t have those funds in place to make the corrections.  

Council Member Fischer asked what staff would take on this work. 

Mr. Lang stated existing staff at this time and possibly the graduate engineer that he had requested 

last summer that was not funded for 2025.  

Council Member Baskin questioned if there is enough available bandwidth from the people that 

do the inspections and from the people that do these types of repairs. 

Mr. Lang stated the televising and repairs services are provided by plumbing companies in our 

community. 

Council Member Baskin wanted to know what priority this was on Mr. Lang’s list of things to 

accomplish with all the projects currently going on. 

Council Member Helle stated in light of the fact that Mr. Lang has asked Council for more help 

and we haven’t given it to him, what do you want him to say. She stated if the City doesn’t do this 

then the money that we have spent on I/I has gone down the toilet.  

Council Member Baskin stated he doesn’t agree with Council Member Helle’s comments. He 

would like to understand more about this before moving forward. He stated the City would be 

adding a burden to people who are buying homes, which is already a challenge. He understands 

there is not another staff budgeted for this year. He would like to know the prioritization of this 

project because it helps to understand where this lands on the list.  



Council Member-at-Large Austin stated the City needs to look at house sales to see how many 

inspections we would need to handle each month. 

Council Member Poshusta asked who would pay for the delay in the sale.  

Mr. Lang stated the sump pump program is a very straight forward program. He stated the goal is 

to set things up for the future and set up a program for the future. He stated we have 9000 sewer 

services in the city and it is going to take a long time to get through all of them and get them all 

updated and up to standard and inspected. It may create some hoops to jump through during the 

sale process but for someone who buys a new home and months later has to spend five to ten 

thousand dollars to fix a sewer service that they didn’t know about, this ordinance is trying to 

prevent that. 

Council Member Postma asked if this is happening often. He would like to know why hasn’t the 

private market already addressed this issue. He would to see more statistics on this and if it is a 

problem to home buyers. 

Council Member-at-Large Austin stated this program is more so protect the City.  

Mr. Lang stated this program would protect the buyer and would ensure that I/I isn’t coming into 

our system. In February they will be doing service line inspections in the SE because of all the 

flooding and high water issues that were in the sanitary sewer. This is a way to implement that 

similar thing throughout the entire community. 

Mr. Lang stated the City of Adams has had this requirement for years that the sewer service gets 

inspected before a property is sold. This program would also be very consistent with what the 

county does. They require a septic system inspection before a house can be sold. They have this 

inspection to ensure that waste system that you’re sending your wastewater to is in good working 

order at the point of sale.  

Mayor King asked if this is something the new public resource position could do for work and said 

maybe it’s 10% of their job.  

Council Member Baskin would like to table this and give Mr. Lang more time to put more numbers 

together and do more research. He would like to make sure we are not putting a burden on 

homeowners. He would like to know if there are enough people to do the inspections and repairs 

in the private market, second, he would like to know the incident rate of this actually occurring. 

He would also like to see a list of communities that are performing these inspections.  

Council Member Postma agreed with Council Member Baskin. He would like to know if it has to 

be a licensed plumber to do the video camera piece of this. 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member Postma, to table the discussion 

on sump pump inspections and sewer inspections to a future work session meeting. Carried 5-2. 

(Council Member-at-Large Austin, Council Member Helle-Nay) 

 



Public Works Director Steven Lang discussed the fats, oils, and grease ordinance updates. He 

stated there is an ordinance in place but this would build upon it. This ordinance revision is more 

related to the maintenance and cleaning of grease traps and grease interceptors. Once the grease 

collection system is full, the grease will overflow into the City collection system causing 

downstream blockages. The goal with this ordinance is to require regular cleaning and maintenance 

of the system to keep it working properly and keep the grease out of the City collection 

system. 

 

Council Member Postma asked if this would only apply to restaurants or would if also apply to 

manufacturing.  

 

Mr. Lang stated this would apply to the food service industry. 

 

Council Member Postma ask if this is a major issue with grease coming from that particular 

industry. 

Mr. Lang stated yes, they are seeing it in the lift stations. There are 20 to 25 sanitary sewer lift 

stations located around town and two of them are located near 18th Avenue NW. They are 

constantly full of grease. There will be a one-foot grease layer floating at the top of the lift 

station causing problems to the function of that lift station.  

Moved by Council Member Postma, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approved moving 

the FOG ordinance to the February 3rd, 2025 Council meeting. Carried. 

This item will be on the next Council meeting agenda.  

Item #3 Administrative Report  

None. 

Item #4 Open Discussion 

Council Member Postma asked for an update on the two new approved positions. 

Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann stated the postings go out in the next week, she 

was holding off due to the holidays and the costs of furnishings as this comes out of the same 

budget as the salary.  

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Helle, adjourning the meeting 

at 7:00 p.m. Carried. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Brianne D. Wolf, City Clerk 


