
 M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

February 3, 2025 

  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor King. Council Members Paul Fischer, Laura Helle,  

Jason Baskin, Michael Postma, Joyce Poshusta, Rebecca Waller 

 (5:45 p.m.) and Council Member-at-Large Jeff Austin    

  

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

        

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative 

Services Tom Dankert, Police Chief David McKichan, Public 

Works Director Steven Lang, Fire Chief Jim McCoy, Park and Rec 

Director Jason Sehon, City Attorney Craig Byram, Library 

Director Julie Clinefelter, Assistant City Engineer Andrew 

Sorenson, and City Clerk Brianne Wolf 

 

APPEARING IN PERSON: Austin Daily Herald, Streets Superintendent Mike Loucks, Sewer 

Department Supervisor Jeremy Mason 

 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Postma, approving the 

agenda as amended. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Postma, approving Council 

minutes from January 21, 2025.  Carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Council Postma proposed removing the tobacco license from the consent agenda for RTH at 

Austin, Inc for further discussion. 

 

Moved by Council Member Postma, seconded by Council Member Fischer, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 

   Massage Therapist: Rebecca Arndt, Austin, MN 

   Cab Driver: Vincent King, Brownsdale, MN 

   Mobile Business: Solem Concessions, Inc., Austin, MN 

   Edible Cannabinoid: RTH at Austin, Inc, Austin, MN 

   

  Claims: 

a. Pre-list of Bills 



b. Credit Card Report 

 

Event Applications: 

  National Night Out on August 5, 2025 

 

 Carried. 

 

The Council discussed the tobacco license for RTH at Austin, Inc, Austin, MN that was removed 

from the consent agenda.  

 

Council Member Postma stated there was a citizen that was concerned with the number of 

tobacco businesses in Austin and wondered if there are any regulations in regards to this. Council 

Member Postma would like to know if this topic would be worth a discussion and if others have 

the same thoughts. He would like to know if this should be tabled to a work session. 

 

Mayor King stated the City is not dissimilar from neighboring communities. Albert Lea, Red 

Wing, and Winona have three smoke shops, Rochester has ten, Faribault has four and Austin 

currently has two; soon to be three. He does not believe we are becoming smoke city. He 

believes the private market drives this. If there is not a need for this type of business, the market 

will dictate that. He stated convenience stores also sell tobacco products.  

 

Council Member wanted clarification that local law enforcement does spot checks to see that 

these types of businesses are only selling products to people that are of legal age.  She wanted to 

know to if there was any prohibition of a smoke shop near schools. 

 

Mayor King stated there is a gas station located right across the street from the high school. He 

stated the police are doing compliance checks on businesses for tobacco and alcohol.   

 

Council Member Helle stated knowing the City has to balance being business friendly and 

having the appropriate checks and balances in place; they license businesses individually and if 

they have an issue with a specific business they can revoke their license. The City also performs 

compliance checks so she would be in favor of approving the license. 

 

Moved by Council Member Helle, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, approving the 

Tobacco License for RTH at Austin, Inc, Austin, MN. Carried. 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

Mayor King requested a motion for the approval of the temporary liquor and microdistillery 

ordinance.  

 

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, seconded by Council Member Fischer, for preparation of 

the temporary liquor and microdistillery ordinance.  Carried.  

 

Moved by Council Member-at- Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, for the 

adoption of the temporary liquor and microdistillery ordinance. Carried 6-0. 



 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Postma, approving a 

resolution for summary publication of the ordinance. Carried 6-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Helle, approving a 

request for sale of equipment by the Parks and Recreation Department. Carried. 

 

Director of Public Works Steven Lang stated since 2012 the City has been working with Kevin 

Finley for farming tillable acres at the Creekside Business Park. For 2025, the City is looking at 

establishing more of a grass, alfalfa mix on the south side of 27th Avenue NW. They are trying to 

make the transition now with the investment that has been made out at Creekside to start to make 

those lots look more marketable. 

 

Mr. Lang proposed to only charge for thirty-nine acres north of 27th Avenue NW at a rate of 

$200 per acre. The area to the South of 27th Avenue NW, would be free rent this year because 

Mr. Finley will have to spend his own money to plant the new crop and it is very unlikely he will 

yield much of a crop in 2025. Mr. Lang would recommend a lease agreement to Kevin Finley for 

$7,800 for 2025. 

 

Council Member Fischer asked if Mr. Finley will to stick with this lease agreement, would the 

City need to look at proposing a longer lease agreement and what if Mr. Finley were to 

discontinue this agreement. 

 

Mr. Lang stated at this time Mr. Finley requested a one-year agreement and the alfalfa grass mix 

is preferred by Mr. Finley as he raises cattle. Mr. Lang stated this relationship would be one that 

he sees working together in the future until the property would sell. 

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, to adopt a resolution 

approving a farm lease with Kevin Finley. Carried 6-0. 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested Council approve a contract with 

Huffman Flooring for installation of flooring in the lower level of City Hall and in front of the 

elevator in the north end of the building. 

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, to adopt a 

resolution and approving an agreement with Huffman Flooring for replacement of flooring at 

City Hall. Carried 6-0. 

 

Council Member Poshusta would like staff to look at getting bids for updates to be done to the 

bathrooms in the lower level of City Hall and would like them remodeled to ADA compliance. 

They requested Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert look into this.  

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang presented a feasibility report to Council for street  

improvements on 14th Avenue NE & 19th Street NE Project 25303.  He stated the project is 

feasible and will have a total cost of $1,635,000. Mr. Lang reviewed the project and requested a 

public hearing be held for the improvement on March 3, 2025. 



 

Moved by Council Member Postma, seconded by Council Member Helle, adopting a resolution 

receiving a feasibility report and calling for a public hearing for March 3rd, 2025 for street 

improvements on 14th Avenue NE & 19th Street NE Project 25303. Carried 6-0. 

 

Mayor King stated a request was made by the MNPEA Union and is of no cost to the City. The 

request is to modify the terms and conditions of employee’s participation in the HCSP, a post-

employment savings plan administered by the Minnesota State Retirement System (MSRS). 

 

Moved by Council Member Baskin, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution 

approving an addendum to the MNPEA labor agreement. Carried 6-0. 

 

Mayor King stated Steve Turner, an employee of the Parks and Recreation department, has 

requested City approval to participate in the sick leave donation program. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, approving the sick 

leave donation request. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Postma, adopting a 

resolution accepting donations to the City of Austin. Carried 7-0 

 

Mayor King recognized all who have donated to the Austin Flower Basket Program for 2025. He 

requested that donations be accepted. 

 

Moved by Council Member Helle, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting a resolution 

accepting flower donations to the City of Austin. Carried 7-0. 

 

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Baskin, to grant the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 304 2nd Avenue SW, Dieser Property. Carried. 

 

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City received a grant from the U.S. Department of 

Transportation Federal Aviation Administration. This grant would be allocated toward the 

construction of the ten-unit T-hanger. The grant is in the amount of $137,000. It is part of the 

overall funding package that the City has for the T-hangar. He requested Council authorization 

and acceptance of this grant. 

 

Council Member Postma asked Mr. Lang if there are concerns that the funding may not come 

through. 

 

Mr. Lang relayed he would defer to Mr. Dankert on this issue. 

 

Mr. Dankert stated there are always concerns but this grant is the least of the City’s worries. The 

City also has a grant for the Waste Water Treatment Plant. Mr. Dankert has been watching it 

closely and at this point in time, everything still seems to be OK. He stated they sent in federal 



grants last week for some of the City’s other airport projects and they were told that they will 

process for payment.  

 

Moved by Council Member Postma, seconded by Council Member Baskin, adopting a resolution 

accepting a grant to the City of Austin from the U.S. Department of Transportation Federal 

Aviation Administration for the T-Hangar construction at the Austin Municipal Airport. Carried 

7-0. 

 

REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert asked Council to sign the annual audit 

documentation provided to them. He also stated that ongoing construction will be happening at 

City Hall for the next month and asked for patience as it is progressing.  

 

Library Director Julie Clinefelter stated the library will have shorten hours this week due to staff 

illness. She apologized for the inconvenience. She asked everyone to bear with them, and they 

hope to be back to normal soon. 

 

Council Member Helle stated the Culture and Arts Commission is planning the Fourth Avenue 

Fest for Wednesday, June 4th. She wanted to commend the Parks and Recreation department for 

using a new feature to announce programming, which resulted in the public skate getting a really 

great crowd. They also are working with Austin Public Schools and the high school special 

education program on employment opportunities. They are making connections and helping to 

create great outcomes for the students and also great outcomes for the City, by creating another 

pool of future employees.  

 

Council Member Helle thanked City employees for rallying around Steve Turner with the 

donation of PTO hours and supporting each other, working together and valuing other people 

even if they’re not exactly the same. Lastly, she mentioned that the community of Austin works 

because immigrants and refugee communities come to this City. These individuals work for 

employers and they make things go. Austin isn’t what it is without these people and they belong 

here. It is a great disservice to scapegoat them for everything that’s wrong in the community or 

your life. She wanted to say for the record this is a great time to educate yourself or your 

employer about your rights in terms of interacting with ICE, if they should appear at your 

workplace or anywhere else in the community.  

 

Council Member-at-Large Austin stated the library will being getting an updated and intergrated 

system on May 1st of this year. During the upgrade the library will stay open.  The library will 

be hosting Spanish language driver’s education preparation classes. These classes were well 

received in the past and Library Director Julie Clinefleter was able to obtain another grant to host 

additional classes. 

 

Council Member Postma thanked those who have donated time or helped to work at events for 

Paint the Town Pink. At the Plunging for Pink event, the City had a couple of their firefighters in 

the water for multiple hours. They were there on their own time volunteering for that event 



which is fantastic and he wanted to say thank you. It’s great to see all the events happening 

around town. He also sent his thoughts and prayers to Steve and Rendi and the Turner family. 

 

Council Member Baskin also relayed different Paint the Town Pink events coming up. He stated 

there is a Gala Thursday night and Paint the Rink Pink on Saturday night. This is one of the great 

ways that the community comes together to raise money for cancer research and it is an 

incredible cause. He encourages everybody to get out and participate. He stated he will also be 

participating in hosting a delegation of European leaders coming to Austin on Thursday. They 

will be giving a presentation about the work that Austin is doing as a welcoming community.   

 

Mayor King recognized Eric Johnson from ADH and wished him a Happy Birthday and read the 

February anniversaries.  

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Helle, adjourning 

the meeting to February 18, 2025. Carried. 

 

Adjourned:    6:01 p.m.   

  

Approved:    February 18, 2025  

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 

 

 


