MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
February 18, 2025
5:30 PM
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor King. Council Members Paul Fischer, Laura Helle,
Joyce Poshusta, Rebecca Waller and Council Member-at-Large Jeff

Austin
MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Jason Baskin and Michael Postma
STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator Craig Clark, Director of Administrative Services

Tom Dankert, Police Chief David McKichan, Public Works Director
Steven Lang, Fire Chief Jim McCoy, Park and Rec Director Jason
Sehon, Library Director Julie Clinefelter, Assistant City Engineer
Andrew Sorenson, Human Resources Director Trish Wiechmann and
City Clerk Brianne Wolf

APPEARING IN PERSON: Austin Daily Herald
Mayor King called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Waller, approving the agenda as
amended. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Helle, approving Council
minutes from February 3, 2025. Carried.

Mayor King recognized Dick Pacholl, former City Council member, as he recently passed away.
Mayor King recognized him for his years of service to the City of Austin and on the City Council
and stated that he will be missed.

CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Helle, approving the consent
agenda as follows:

Licenses:
Temporary Liquor: LIFE Mower County on April 26, 2025
Temporary Liquor: Chamber of Commerce on March 11, 2025
Temporary Gambling (raffle): Austin Junior All Star Baseball Inc. on June
15, 2025
Sign Installer: 3 Rivers Sign, LLC Onalaska, WI

Claims:



a. Pre-list of Bills
b. Investment Report

Event Applications:
Running with Ella 5k on August 23, 2025

Carried.
PUBLIC HEARINGS

Assistant City Engineer Andrew Sorenson spoke about the 6th Street NE project. Mr. Sorenson
stated this road is gravel and they will need to bring it up to City code. The cost of this project is
estimated at $160,000.

No comments from the public.

Moved by Council Member Helle, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a resolution
ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering advertisement for bids on
Project 19106. Carried 5-0.

Assistant City Engineer Andrew Sorenson spoke about the 21st Avenue SW project. He stated this
project would be a full reconstruction of the street, storm and sanitary sewer. The cost of this project
is estimated at $950,000.

No comments from the public.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a resolution
ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering advertisement for bids on
Project 25102. Carried 5-0.

Assistant City Engineer Andrew Sorenson spoke about the 6th Avenue NE project. He stated this
project would be a full reconstruction of the street, storm and sanitary sewer. The cost of this project
is estimated at $900,000.

Christine and Travis Kresbach 1902 6th Avenue NE, asked what their options were as far as the
sidewalk was concerned. Ms. Kresbach stated having it installed takes away from the aesthetic of the
neighborhood.

Mayor King asked if there were any other residents in attendance that wanted to speak on the matter
of sidewalks in this neighborhood and there were not. Mayor King stated the City has a complete
streets policy and having sidewalks to promote connectivity is part of this. There have been times
when multiple neighbors have spoken up against it and Council has voted against putting them in.

Council Member Helle stated usually road construction projects only go into neighborhoods every
fifty years so the City tries to do everything they need to do in that time such as adding sidewalks.
Council Member Helle stated research shows that households are looking for connectivity. Future



residents are looking for places to move that have walking paths, biking trails and options besides
just driving a car. Council Member Helle relayed for Austin to remain competitive, it benefits the
City to have the most connected sidewalks, the most possible sidewalks and trails available. She
stated it’s good for the community to build sidewalks as she believes it helps to keep seniors in their
homes longer and keeps babies in strollers safer.

Mr. Kresbach stated the road ends and it becomes a dead end and does not connect to anything. He
also stated there are no sidewalks along 19" Street NE.

Council Member Helle stated we need to make decisions based on the good of the whole community
and honor the policy.

Mr. Kresbach stated the policy only makes sense when it connects to something.

Mayor King stated although there are no sidewalks along that area, we need to start somewhere. As
the street projects come up, we need to add sidewalks.

Council Member Fischer asked Public Work Director Steven Lang if there are sidewalks along 5"
Avenue NE and 7" Avenue NE.

Mr. Lang stated there are sidewalks along these two roads.

Council Member Poshusta stated numbers speak volumes and there is only one household out of the
twelve listed here that do not want the sidewalks on this project that are proposed to receive
sidewalks. She would propose to move forward with this project as it is presented.

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, seconded by Council Member Helle, adopting a resolution
ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering advertisement for bids on
Project 25106. Carried 5-0.

Assistant City Engineer Andrew Sorenson spoke about the 25th Street SW project.
Mr. Sorenson stated this project is a mill and overlay project. The cost of this project is $200,000.

Ron Wiesler asked how long this project would take.
Mr. Sorenson relayed the project would take approximately six weeks.
Mr. Wiesler asked if the whole road would be shut down.

Mr. Sorenson relayed no, only when they would be paving would they not be able to drive on the
road.

James Schulstad, 403 25" Street SW, had a question on when the project would start and how long it
would take. He would also like to know where they would be able to park.



Mr. Sorenson stated it would start in June and run into July and would be about a six-week project.
Residents would be able to park on the road part of the time and once the City is ready to pave, the
City will notify residents.

Mayor King recommended signing up for the text messages to get alerts on the project.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Helle, adopting a resolution
ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering advertisement for bids on
Project 25107. Carried 5-0.

Planning and Zoning Director Holly Wallace spoke about the Nature Ridge Fourth plat. Ms. Wallace
stated there are no specific concerns on this project. She stated in order to get approval, final
approval had to be given by the City engineer and Austin Utilities to the development agreement.
Ms. Wallace requested Council approval for this plat.

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a resolution
approving the final plat for Nature Ridge Fourth Addition. Carried 5-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang spoke about the development agreement for Nature Ridge
Fourth Addition. Mr. Lang stated a development agreement was created to build all the public
infrastructure for the thirty lots in this development. The agreement, includes developing sections of
roadway on 18" Street NE, 14" Avenue NE and 19" Street NE.

Mr. Lang stated the roadways would be built to local roadway standards and include asphalt
pavement, curb and gutter, aggregate based sidewalks and street lighting. He stated there is criteria
involved for the underground infrastructure for sanitary sewer and storm sewer. Also, there are
petitions in the development agreement for installation of water, gas and electric.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a resolution
approving a development for Nature Ridge Fourth Addition. Carried 5-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang spoke about the agreement of assessment and waiver of
irregularity and appeal for Nature Ridge Fourth Addition. Mr. Lang stated this is the first developer
to utilize the City as a funding source for a project and anytime the City gets involved as a funding
source, they then need to run it through the assessment process. The City would build the project and
assess 100% of the cost of the project back to these thirty developed lots.

Mr. Lang presented an agreement of assessment and waiver of irregularity and appeal to Council. He
stated the document was developed by the City attorney’s office. He stated this agreement waives
some of the requirements that call for the developer to get sureties and financial backing for the
project because the city will fund the project and then assess them to the adjacent lots.

Moved by Council Member Fisher, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a resolution
approving an agreement of assessment and waiver of irregularity and appeal for Nature Ridge Fourth
Addition. Carried 5-0.



PETITIONS AND REQUESTS

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Austin, seconded by Council Member Helle, adopting a
resolution setting the public hearings for the street improvement project assessments to March 17,
2025. Carried 5-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang presented to Council a three-year agreement continuing a farm
lease with Dave Morris. Mr. Lang stated they would continue at the same rate it has been of $225
per acre and he would recommend approval of the proposed lease agreement.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Poshusta, adopting a resolution
approving an airport farm lease agreement with Dave Morse. Carried 5-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated this is a matching grant to go along with a recently
approved grant. This grant is part of a funding package that the City has in place for the T-Hangar
project. It was a very extensive funding package that went out over a couple years with the City pre-
spending some dollars, paying some dollars back to other communities, also getting future State and
Federal grants. Mr. Lang would recommend approval of this grant.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Helle, adopting a resolution
approving an Airport T-Hangar grant from MNDoT. Carried 5-0.

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated the City has funds in place for construction of the WWTP
levee project that was approved about fourteen months ago.

Public Works Director Steven Lang stated anytime the City is working on a project for over five
years, plans change, ideas change and they think of new ideas to make the project better. Anytime
the City has those changes, there is real cost associated with that, and the designer may need to
redesign a portion of a project. This is what has happened in this case.

Mr. Lang stated there’s been some redesigns and some costs have been associated with that. A new
cost will occur for a mussel and plant survey. This is part of a Federal review. The City will have to
review the waterway for a certain type of mussel and will also need to review the stream banks for
certain types of plants to make sure that the City is not impacting them.

Mr. Lang recommends approval of this addendum in the amount of $159,500 for SEH to complete
the work and finalize the plans and specs for phase one of this project.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Helle, adopting a resolution
approving addendum #1 to the WWTP levee design. Carried 5-0.

Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert requested Council approve the 2025 contract with
Flashing Thunder Fireworks. Mr. Dankert stated they have performed the fireworks the last several
years. There was a slight price increase for 2025. The total contract is $36,000. The City budgets



$10,000. The Hormel Foundation has given us $23,000 and the Fraternal Order of the Eagles Club
donated $3,000. He requests Council approval to sign the agreement.

Moved by Council Member Helle, seconded by Council Member Fischer, adopting a resolution
approving the 2025 fireworks contract. Carried.

City Administrator Craig Clark stated the City has a parking lot agreement with Mower County and
they would like to continue this for another year. Mower County has asked that the contract be
changed in that it automatically renews unless the other party gives a 30-day notice of termination.
The amount of the agreement would remain the same at $950 annually.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a resolution
approving a parking lot lease with Mower County. Carried 5-0.

Police Chief David McKichan stated this would be the second renewal with the Internet Crimes
Against Children Taskforce. Currently, Detective Derek Ellis is the liaison for the department that
works with the Minnesota BCA on these types of crimes. The Police Department has a good
partnership with the MN BCA and they need to preserve that working relationship with them on
these types of crimes. Chief McKichan requests approval of the joint powers agreement.

Moved by Council Member Poshusta, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, adopting a
resolution approving a joint power agreement for the Internet Crimes Against Children Taskforce.
Carried 5-0.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member Waller, adopting a resolution
accepting donations. Carried 5-0.

HONORARY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS

Honorary Council Member Cindy Stahl thanked Council for allowing her to be a part of the
Honorary Council Member program.

REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Council Member Fischer thanked Sergeant Mike Tischer for his years of service to the Police
Department as he is retiring soon. He thanked Sergeant Tischer for keeping our community safe over
the years. He also thanked all the City employees for what they do every day to make the City
function.

Council Member Poshusta congratulated and thanked Sergeant Mike Tischer. She stated it has been
a rough couple weeks for the Austin Police Department and the Austin Fire Department and she
thanked them for all they do and for keeping the community safe.

Council Member Helle stated she doesn’t know of a meeting that goes by that the City doesn’t have
some community partner that has contributed, usually with dollars, but in other ways as well. She
stated, nationally, right now, she hears chatter about people who believe they live separately from



their communities. She thinks this is an illusion. She thinks in our community, we’re all connected
and we’re all well served when we pool our resources into things like fire protection, law
enforcement, parks, and libraries. She stated we know our neighbors; we know we’re connected and
she will keep talking about that and how it is to our benefit for as long as she has to.

Council Member-at-Large Austin stated there was a library board meeting last week. The board
thanks Tom Dankert for coming and walking them through the budget. They appreciate his time.
Council Member-at-Large Austin explained that the library has struggled with staff shortages lately
due to illnesses and leaves. They are exploring new options with cross training and minimum
staffing requirements to be able to re-open. He stated Library Legislative Day is coming up this
Thursday, February 20" and Library Director Julie Clinefelter and Board Member Nitaya
Jandragholica will be attending. He stated the use of the library’s four study rooms and group room
has increased from a high of 1204 uses in 2019 to 2015 uses in 2024. That is an increase of 67%.

Council Member-at-Large Austin relayed condolences for Dick Pacholl, former Council Member
who recently passed away. He stated Dick was always passionate about serving his constituents and
it was shown by the fact that he was reelected so many times. He stated Dick will be missed.

Mayor King stated Dick Pacholl had great passion for what he did. He will be forever remembered.

Library Director Julie Clinefelter shared information on the library. She stated they are seeing an
increased use in their two small study rooms at the library. She wanted to reiterate what Council
Member-at-Large Austin shared about these rooms and the increased use and how valuable they are
to the community.

Ms. Clinefelter stated it is Library Legislative Week this week. The library directors got together to
gather information on what federal funding looks like for the libraries and what happens if funding
freezes. She stated the Austin Public Library is funded through federal funding and some people
don’t realize how that affects them. There is information on the library’s website for people to view.

Moved by Council Member Fischer, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Austin, adjourning the
meeting to March 3, 2025. Carried.

Adjourned: 6:29 p.m.
Approved: March 3, 2025
Mayor:

City Recorder:




